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Book Review:

Agnieszka Pasieka (2024) Living Right. Far-Right Youth
Activists in Contemporary Europe. Princeton: Princeton
University Press

Radostaw Kawatek

Living Right: Far-Right Youth Activists in Contemporary Europe was re-
leased just a few months before the 2025 parliamentary elections in Germa-
ny and the presidential elections in Poland, which witnessed a significant
increase in the number of far-right voters. The growing popularity of the far-
right and the dichotomisation of European and American society has already
caught the attention of social scientists, who delivered books such as the well-
read Strangers in Their Own Land (Hochschild 2016) or the already widely
discussed Something Between Us (Pandian 2025) just recently published.
Pasieka’s book fits into the ongoing discussion surrounding the attempts to
understand people on the ‘other’ side of the barricade, by exploring why they
are drawn to radical nationalist communities and where anthropology fits
into this endeavour. The monograph is the result of a multi-year project and
fieldwork which consisted of attending events and meetings and ‘hanging
out’ with radical nationalist groups in Italy (mainly with the Lealta Azione),
Poland (Ob6z Narodowo Radykalny), and Slovakia and Hungary (Sixty-Four
Counties Youth Movement).

Each chapter of the book begins with an introductory vignette, render-
ing the mood and the theme and bringing to the reader’s attention the impor-
tant phenomena. In the introduction and Chapter 1, Pasieka sets the scene of
the book by emphasising the international aspect of the national movements
and explaining the concept of far-right activism. From the initial pages, the
author is open about the moral, practical, and scientific dilemmas she faced
during her fieldwork; in a sense, this also makes her book one about fieldwork
itself. Chapters 2 and 3 concentrate on the history and political implications
of fascism, which both play a crucial role for each community as a source for
values and a foundation for identity building. This is also where the author
explains the concept of ‘vicarious resentment’ (p.102), through which the ac-
tivists perceive themselves as working and acting on behalf of others. Chapter
4 might be of a particular interest to anthropologists. Here Pasieka discusses
how radical nationalists use culture and anthropology to repeat and prove
racist ideas about differences and capabilities of peoples and races. The ac-
tivists set against the idea of the liberal ‘lost Western man’ (p. 143), believing
that to be a good citizen is to have the courage to be politically incorrect (thus
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not fit into the mainstream liberal politics) and live life in accordance with
national culture and religion. In Chapter 5 and 6, Pasieka showcases the di-
versity and heterogeneity of the right-wing communities and their members.
This is where her quest for breaking open certain assumptions and com-
monsensical understandings (Pasieka 2019) is most evident in the way she
demonstrates the group dynamics and the female engagement, together with
the activists’ perception of their communities. In these passages, the reader
learns that far-right spaces are perceived as places where one can develop,
find community, and discover a sense of purpose. In the conclusion, the au-
thor looks back at her research while recounting her last days in the field and
her reflections about the overarching questions she raised in her work. She
closes with an exploration of the relationship between liberalism and fascism
and delves deep into the role that anthropology and ethnographic fieldwork
play in those debates.

Living Right is a captivating ethnography which delivers on what it
promises. Through the author’s compelling storytelling, vivid descriptions,
and self-reflection, the reader gets a glimpse into the life of far-right activist
groups and their activities. But Pasieka manages to achieve more than an
intriguing piece of literature. Her book stands out from others in the way she
approaches the people she studied in terms of activism and humanity, with-
out reducing them to their political views. Throughout the monograph, read-
ers face and engage with individuals, their respective histories, motivations,
and opinions, which challenge the homogenous perspective on the European
far-right. Many readers could be appalled by some statements, quotes, or ac-
tions of the people described, but Pasieka’s quest was not to convince people
to side with the far-right activists but to show their humanity and diversity,
as well as their virtues and blemishes.

That said, I feel the book fails to address one important element, name-
ly proper contextualisation and consideration of the impact activist groups
have on society. At many points in the book, readers are presented with
blatant anti-Semitism (p. 135), the glorification of Nazis (p. 53), and racism
(p. 129), to which the attendees of events and the activists are often exposed.
Through Living Right, one comes to discover that what draws people to the
Obo6z Narodowo Radykalny, the Lealta Azione, or the Sixty-Four Counties
Youth Movement is sometimes a search for community or a project to engage
with, which is why it is imperative to properly understand the implications of
becoming a member of such groups. The common strategy of radical-populist
movements (Kallis 2013) entails breaking taboos, expressing sentiments that
may generally be deemed politically incorrect, and moving certain narratives
into the mainstream and public discourse, which has a real-life impact on
politics and political debate. Although the Ob6z Narodowo Radykalny has
not grown in the past years and is not a new creation as such (p. 6), its work
and that of other similar groups has a troubling impact on politics and social
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life (Mazurczak 2020). For instance, on 19 July 2025, demonstrations against
immigration took place throughout major Polish cities, marked by fearmon-
gering and xenophobic slogans. The Ob6z Narodowo Radykalny proudly
claimed that it initiated this movement (Biuro prasowe ONR 2025). It is fun-
damental for the anthropological researchers to stay faithful to the aims of
the research project and fair towards their informants, which is expressed in
striving to paint an unbiased picture. This may be especially challenging in
this context because of the common perception of far-right activists as vio-
lent and evil, however, it is equally important to present the bigger context
and overarching stories.

My critique notwithstanding, Pasieka stayed true to her research partic-
ipants and to herself as an anthropologist and as a person. Living Right is a
book that will appeal to anyone striving to understand fascism, international
movements, the concept of a ‘good life’, and what the attraction of the far-
right in Europe might be. Moreover, her exploration of the topic of fieldwork
and studying the ‘people we don’t like’ opens up the discussion for questions
worth confronting.

Declaration of conflicting interests

The author declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the re-
search, authorship and/or publication of this article.

References

Biuro prasowe ONR (2025) Brygada Gorno$laska: ‘Manifestacja Antyimi-
grancka w Katowicach’. https://www.onr.com.pl/2025/07/19/bryga-
da-gornoslaska-manifestacja-antyimigrancka-w-katowicach/ [ac-
cessed: 13 August 2025].

Hochschild, Arlie Russel (2016) Strangers in Their Own Land. Anger and
Mourning on the American Right. New York: New Press.

Kallis, Aristotle (2013) Breaking the Taboos and ‘Mainstreaming’ the Ex-
treme: The Debates on Restricting Islamic Symbols in Europe. In:
Wodak, Ruth, Majid KhosraviNik and Brigitte Mral (eds.) Right Wing
Populism in Europe. Politics and Discourse. London: Bloomsbury Ac-
ademic, pp. 55-70.

207


https://doi.org/10.15460/ethnoscripts
https://doi.org/10.15460/ethnoscripts
https://www.onr.com.pl/2025/07/19/brygada-gornoslaska-manifestacja-antyimigrancka-w-katowicach/
https://www.onr.com.pl/2025/07/19/brygada-gornoslaska-manifestacja-antyimigrancka-w-katowicach/

Kawatek: Book Review of Pasieka (2024) Ethnocripts 27 | 2025

Mazurczak, Jacek (2020) Radykalizacja a Jezyk: Strategie Narracyjne Or-
ganizacji Ekstremistycznych. In: Hacia, Agata, Katarzyna Klosinska,
and Piotr Zbrog (eds.) Polszczyzna w Dobie Cyfryzacji. Warsaw: Pols-
ka Akademia Nauk, pp. 59-68.

Pandian, Anand (2025) Something between Us. The Everyday Walls of Amer-
ican Life, and How to Take Them Down. Stanford: Redwood Press.

Pasieka, Agnieszka (2019) Anthropology of the Far Right: What if We Like
the ‘Unlikeable’ Others? Anthropology Today 35 (1): pp. 3—6. https://
doi.org/10.1111/1467-8322.12480

Radostaw Kawalek is a Polish master’s student in anthropology at the
University of Hamburg, having obtained a bachelor’s degree at the
University of Bayreuth in Social and Cultural Anthropology and Lan-
guage Studies. His research interests centre on politics, democracy,
bodily practices, and lived bodily experiences, investigating how indi-
viduals shape and embody their sociopolitical environments.

208


https://doi.org/10.15460/ethnoscripts
https://doi.org/10.15460/ethnoscripts
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8322.12480
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8322.12480

	Kawalek_Deckblatt.pdf
	Kawalek_Artikel_FIN.pdf

