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MULUKEN ANDUALEM SIFEREW, Comparative classification of Ge‘ez
verbs in the three traditional schools of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, Semitica et Semitohamitica Berolinensia, 17 (Aachen: Shaker
Verlag, 2013). 198 pp. Price: € 48.80. ISBN: 978-3-8440-2348-0.

In present day Ethiopia, Go%z is predominantly studied in the Qoane
schools of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tiwahado Church. Go%z served as the
official court language for many centuries, but was replaced by Ambharic in
the thirteenth century; however, until the coming of Ambharic literature in
the nineteenth century, it remained the written prestige language. Moreover,
Go¢az is still the lingua sacra of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tiwahado Church,
and serves as a medium of instruction for different ecclesiastical disciplines
such as Qane (Ga%z poetry), Zema (Yaredic hymn), Agq*aq*am (Yaredic
chanting), Targ“ame-masahaft (exegesis of biblical and canonical scriptures)
and Qaddase (liturgy). Currently, there is a strong tendency within the
church to consider the language as a priceless heritage and to protect it ac-
cordingly. Therefore the church has an unbroken interest in preserving and
expanding Ga%z studies in many parts of the country.

The work under review deals with the classification of Ga%z verbs based
on the methodologies applied in the Qane schools. It is the result of the
author’s doctoral research in Semitic Studies at the Freie Universitit Berlin,
supervised by Prof. Dr. Rainer Voigt and defended in 2013.

For its completion, the author consulted various printed texts and hand-
written copies that deal with grammatical issues of Ga‘az, as well as different
dictionaries and grammars prepared by local and foreign scholars. In addition
to this, the author conducted fieldwork in different places, particularly in
Bahor Dar and Addis Abiba. The duration of the fieldwork is not mentioned
(pp- 18, 165). The author himself is a Qane scholar and has a strong connec-
tion with the tradition of the schools. Thus, his education and experience
have genuinely helped him to present extensive explanations and practical
details on selected points. The book is an important contribution and helps
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scholars to understand the classification of Ga%z verbs, comparing the tradi-
tions and methodologies presented.

The introductory part (pp. 1-18) provides different meanings and ex-
planations about the word Go%z and about the main subjects of Gaaz
study in the Qane schools. The three Qane houses Wisira, Wadla and
Gong are introduced with some illustrative pictures. A short list of publica-
tions on Ga%z grammar is also included in the introductory part.

The introduction is followed by the following four chapters:

1. Structure of the verb (pp. 19-57);

2. Goaz verb classification (pp. 58-100);

3. Conjugation of verbs with semi-vowels (pp. 101-125);
4. Verbs with laryngeals (pp. 126-151).

In the first two chapters that comprise almost half of the entire book, the
author offers detailed discussion of the typology and classifications of Ga%z
verbs, comparing different traditions of the schools, pointing out their
similarities and dissimilarities on various issues. Sometimes, the differences
are expressed numerically; the estimated or the total amount of verbs is given
with, from time to time, a thorough presentation of the issue under discus-
sion. Mostly, however, the evidence collected from either the handwritten
copies of Goaz grammar or the information acquired from his informants are
provided in Amharic with its transliteration and an English translation. This
kind of presentation might fill a couple of pages with the same readings.
However, if it is considered positively, it gives a chance for the reader to
evaluate, analyse and compare first-hand information for him- or herself, to
draw their own conclusions and to appraise the data provided.

In the same part of the book, the author shows how other grammarians
classified the verbs in different ways and from different points of view. Ac-
cording to the author’s research findings, all three Qane houses follow
different classifications. Wisira’s classification demonstrates eight so-called
‘main verb types’ (the model verbs in a paradigm) (¢4a gatila, 20
qéaddisi, 10é gibrd, hhavd a’mird, 0N barikd, “ta® semd, NVA bahli
and #a® gomd) and 50 so-called ‘sub-type verbs’, whereas the Wadla house
classifies eight verbs under ‘main verb types’ (®1a gditili, ¥20 gaddisa,
0% barika, “1MEN mabrika, T H0A tinbild, OOC sesdyd, MA kabli and
mav/, tomgra) and 17 ‘sub-type verbs’. According to the Qane house of
Gong, the number of both the ‘main verb types’ and the ‘sub-type verbs’
totals fourteen, and they are: P4 gatala, ¥8N0 gaddisa, MM gibri, Ml
sabbaba, V& barikd, "IN mabrika, 110 tanbalid, ket eld, 6O leliya,
na kahli, PL “odi, mavd, tomird, dh® hassi and 1w ® hasisi (pp. 64-95).

The author indicates the following criteria for Ga®az verb classification:

313 Aethiopica 19 (2016)



Reviews

initial, medial, and final consonants

number of consonants

presence and absence of laryngeals and semi-vowels
assimilation and gemination (p. 29)

Thus, none of the classifications of the three Qane houses corresponds to
the classifications of August Dillmann (1823-1894), who introduced four
‘main verb types’ and of Kidani-Wild Kofle (1869-1944), who proposed
seven ‘main verb types’. (pp. 29, 51-52)

The disagreement of the schools with regard to verb classification is not
limited only to the number of ‘main verb types’ and ‘sub-type verbs’. The
model verbs chosen in the classifications are not always the same. The author
lists all data very carefully, but does not enrich the discussion with an overall
conclusion or general summary in which the various classifications are
considered or his own approach to them is assessed. However, his further
discussions and related examples lead the reader to suppose that the verbs
A gatild, PRN gaddisi, 0eh barikd, ®1&N maprikd, A tinbali,
AP sesdyd, NVA kahli and mavd. tomdri are considered by the majority of
the scholars to be the ‘main verb types’ (pp. 51, 153-154).

Apart from the major classifications that we have seen above, the author
introduces in the same part of the text two minor classifications of verbs
based on semantic and pattern criterions (pp. 33-34, 36-37).

In the next two chapters, the author focuses on the conjugations of verbs;
one more classification of verbs is again discussed in this part to illustrate
conjugation. According to the theory applied in the book, the verbs are
classified into three groups for conjugation. The verb groups are labelled as
follows: ‘verbs with semi-vowels’ (@ wd and ¢ ya), ‘verbs with laryngeals’ (v
ha, h b, "t b, & a and 0 ‘a) and ‘verbs without laryngeals and semi-vowels’
(p. 101).

The many tasks in the chapters illustrate the conjugations of the verbs
chosen by the author to represent each group. In addition, some particular
verbs such as @®hé mdkdiri/méakkdrd, OO0 sibdkdlsibbikd, héech kilbal
kéllaba and &AA salili/sallila that could follow two different conjugational
schemes are conjugated in all possible variations (pp. 149-151).

In the last chapter (pp. 165-182), the author summarizes the central points
discussed earlier and recapitulates the most significant issues of his research.
He ends with an urgent appeal to the reader to study and work on the
tradition of the unpublished Ga‘z grammar called Aggabab in order to gain
a deeper knowledge of the language and of its sophisticated structure (p. 164),
an issue he repeatedly referred to throughout his work. In the glossary,
several ecclesiastical titles and indigenous terms used in the earlier chapters
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are listed alphabetically with short explanations. An Appendix completes
this valuable and commendable book.

Hiruie Ermias, Universitit Hamburg
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