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tallagamm anhonallin”, “Those who have not been publicized enough:
we were great and we will become great’), Volume 2, Addis Abiba:
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The two volumes of Yaltizidmmirillacéiw contain 41 (volume I: 21, and
volume II: 20) biographies of Ethiopians and friends of Ethiopia who have
contributed to the country in different ways. Among them are scholars, writ-
ers, patriots, painters, musicians, journalists, actors and poets. Both works
have the following structure:

Acknowledgements (I, p.4; II, p.5), preface (I, pp.8-11; II, pp. 6-8), introduction (I,
pp- 12-14; I, pp. 9-10), entries (I, pp. 15-254; II, pp. 11-222), list of sources (I, pp. 255—
263; 11, pp. 223-232), and index of personal names and names of places (I, pp. 264-272; 11,
pp. 233-241).

Each volume covers the same period of approximately 200 years: volume I
comprises the time beginning with the witty and Church scholar aliga Gibri
Hanna (beginning of the 19 century) up to the contemporary and still active
female painter-poet Kibbadace Takla-Ab. Volume II begins with aliga Kofla-
Giyorgis (b. 1824/25) and ends with the contemporary historian Richard
Pankhurst. Entries in the volumes include scholars (e.g. gdrnigeta Yoftahe
Noguse), heroes (e.g. rasamoraw Wobnih Tasimma), writers (e.g. Abbe
Gubififia), painters (e.g. Aginfidhu Hngoda), musicians (e.g. Bdsah Takld-
Maryam), patriots (e.g. Siwaragid Gidle), journalists (e.g. Mangostu Gidamu
and Pawlos Nofiio), poets (e.g. Firmayi Alimu), actors (e.g. Silamawit Gibri-
Sallasse) and all-round personalities (e.g. fitawrari Habti-Giyorgis Dinigde).

Due to the choice of the author, the time span of the contribution is lim-
ited to modern Ethiopia and has helped him discuss the topics adequately.
What is interesting about the work is that none of the individuals included
in the volumes have a royal lineage. The personalities have been successful
because they were hard workers and were committed to their undertakings
and not because they came from a privileged group or class of society. The
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story of fitawrari Habti-Giyorgis Dindgde explains this point best. He
worked his way up the political ladder and assumed the portfolio of Minis-
ter of War in 1907, when Emperor Monilok IT introduced the ministerial
system for the first time in Ethiopian history. Initially he had joined the
court of Manilok IT as a horse man, after he was captured in one of the Em-
peror’s expansion campaigns to the Gurage region.

Fossum did not mention the criteria of the selection of the entries. Howev-
er, women, religious' denominations and theological schools are represented
in the works. Unlike the usual habit of neglecting the role of women in the
society, he has incorporated the accounts of seven women in the fields of po-
etry, journalism, art, writing and patriotism. He has included diggazmac
Umir Samitir from Islam, aliga Tayya from the protestant church, Afiwirq
Gibriyasus from the Catholic Church, abun Petros from the Tiwahado
School of Theology and aliga Kidani-Wild Kofle from the Sigga School.

The entries in the first volume were originally prepared to be narrated week-
ly on FM Addis 97.1 radio station in Addis Ababa. The program was broad-
casted for three consecutive years and reached millions of listeners. Based on
the recommendation of his audience, the author reorganized the notes and
published them in book form in 2012 (p. 13). The work lacks proper citation,
possibly because the author’s initial purpose was to air it on the radio and not
to publish it. At the end of each entry the author provides a list of books con-
sulted during the writing process, but he does not specify which individual data
has been taken from which source. I agree with the blurb’s statement that the
volume is more a compilation of sources than a research work. On the other
hand, from the very beginning volume II was written for the purpose of publi-
cation. It is well researched and avoided the shortcomings of the preceding one.

It is questionable whether the main title LPATH AT @~ (Yaltizimma-
rallacciw, ‘Those who have not been publicized enough’) fits to the book.
Some of the individuals included in the volumes are well known and a lot
has been written about them. For example, on the poet-painter Gibri
Kristos Dista?, books, newspaper-articles and B.A. theses have been writ-
ten not only by Ethiopians, but also by foreigners.

Mir$a Allahdfin has written a biographical collection of only Ethiopian Orthodox
Church Bishops: @2C% AdNY (5.£47) (MARSA ALLAHANN [diyaqon]), b5 A&4F
AR LD-€7 “ILG mLoOFav- ObLEFa- AN0TYT OPGAT MO~ ATCK LO-£77
(Zena papasat Ityopyawayan “Zena haywditomu wi- ariftomn li-badu‘an wi-qaddusan
abiw Ityopyawayan”, “The account of Ethiopian bishops: the story of their life and
death of graceful ones and saints of Ethiopian fathers’), Addis Ababa, 2004.

2 BaRHANA MASQAL DAGANE, PA%A. : N4 : ACAFN = &NJ- : VL@ Jéhn s AT :
WT5L  APPT (Yi-Si’ali Gibri Krastos Dista yi-haywit tarik onna andand gatmod,
‘Biography and some Poems of the Painter Gibria Krastos Dista’), B.A. thesis, Addis
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As a general remark, Fossum’s work is very useful for a general reader-
ship and provides fairly good information on the subjects, highlighting var-
ious aspects of their lives.

Abreham Adugna, Universitit Hamburg
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