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BARBARA JANDL, Altsiidarabische Inschriften anf Metall = Epigraphi-
sche Forschungen auf der Arabischen Halbinsel 4, Tiibingen — Berlin:
Ernst Wasmuth Verlag, 2009. 246 pp. Price: € 45.—. ISBN-13: 978-3—
8030-2201-1; ISSN: 1437-6571.

The volume under review is a reworked version of the Ph.D. Dissertation
submitted by the author at the Friedrich-Schiller-Universitit in Jena in 2006
and published three years later in the series of the German Archaeological
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Institute devoted to South Arabian epigraphy, edited by Norbert Nebes.
Five volumes (the present one included, and some of them definitely of high
relevance to Ethiopian studies, too) have been published so far: a volume on
Lihyanitic inscriptions by the regretted Alexander Sima,' a comprehensive
bibliography of South Arabian studies for the years 1973 to 1996 by Walter
W. Miiller,? the presently standard reference work on Sabaean grammar by
Peter Stein,? while a fifth volume has been devoted by the same to a first set
of South Arabian inscriptions on palm-sticks from the impressive Munich
collection.*

The discovery of palm sticks inscriptions is probably the most important
event in the South Arabian studies of the last decades. The new epigraphic
evidence has revealed absolutely new linguistic and palaeographic features
and opened new perspectives on the way South Arabian writing tradition as
a whole, and the related ones (Ethiopian included), can be better under-
stood. From a different perspective, the volume by Barbara Jindl offers an
important contribution to the analysis of South Arabian inscriptions, in that
it carefully combines a traditional and impeccable epigraphic approach (sys-
tematic description, complete bibliographical information, text edition with
translation and essential commentary of a total of 207 inscriptions of vary-
ing length, from 20 lines to one single word) with an almost unprecedented
attention to material aspects. Known for a long time and already partially
investigated, the metal inscriptions and inscribed objects convey important
testimonies of South Arabian civilization. Moreover, interestingly, this
widely used technique appears to have had its own specialization and it
only partially overlapped with the distribution of stone epigraphs, the latter
being exclusively used for foundation and burial inscriptions (pp. 1971.).

The first six chapters of the work (pp.13-70, “Metalle”, “Metallische
Werkstoffe”, “Guss im Wachsausschmelzverfahren”, “Schriftgestaltung in
Metall”, “Naturwissenschaftliche Untersuchungen archiologischer Objekte”,
“Zum Befund ausgewihlter Objekte aus dem antiken Stidarabien”) are actual-
ly dedicated to material aspects with analyses of great sophistication of metals

U A. SmMaA, Die libyanischen Inschriften von al<Udayb (Saudi-Arabien) = EFAH 1,
Rahden: Verlag Maria Leidorf, 1999.

2 W.W. MULLER, Siidarabien im Altertum: Kommentierte Bibliographie der Jahre 1973 bis
1996 unter Mitarbeit von E.-M. Wagner = EFAH 2, Rahden: Verlag Maria Leidorf, 2001.

3 P. STEIN, Untersuchungen zur Phonologie und Morphologie des Sabdischen = EFAH 3,
Rahden: Verlag Maria Leidorf, 2003.

* P. STEIN, Die altsiidarabischen Minuskelinschriften auf Holzstibchen aus der Bayeri-
schen Staatsbibliothek in Miinchen, Band 1: Die Inschriften der mittel- und spétsabiii-
schen Periode, Teil 1: Text, Teil 2: Verzeichnisse und Tafeln = EFAH 5, Tiibingen —
Berlin: Ernst Wasmuth Verlag, 2010.

Aethiopica 17 (2014) 256



Reviews

and production techniques. Investigations have been conducted with the aid
of chemical analyses and the now usual techniques of experimental archaeolo-
gy, including attempts at reconstructing the tools used by the producers. The
last chapter (“Altstidarabische Inschriften auf Metall”), with a not fully un-
derstandable unbalance, holds almost half of the entire volume (pp. 71-198),
that is completed by a probably too short index section — with abbreviations
(pp- 1991.) and two lists of the inscriptions included in the volume (pp. 201-
206) —, bibliographic abbreviations and bibliography (pp. 207-219).

Looking at this volume from the Ethiopian studies perspective and con-
trasting the epigraphic evidence, it appears that out of the 443 items (inscrip-
tions and inscribed objects) listed in the standard repertory of RIE, almost
none can be compared to the South Arabian evidence, and that the use of cast
metal inscriptions clearly marks a “technology divide” affecting the South
Arabian civilization on the African shore of the Red Sea. Of the 21 metal ob-
jects registered in RIE (s. 1, p.20), there are 18 “identity marks” in bronze
(RIE 1, pp. 401-418, nos. 292-309), that can probably be dated to the pre-
Aksumite South Arabian period, with an evidence limited to more or less a
proper name for each item. (According to RIE there are a few South Arabian
parallels to these objects, which, however, are not listed in the volume under
review, s. indices and p. 197 [“Nicht behandelte Inschriften”], and RIE 1,
p-403.) The remaining three objects are from the Aksumite period and in-
clude the famous GDR inscription (RIE I, no. 180), probably the most an-
cient document in Go%az language, a little inscribed statue of a bovine (RIE 1,
no. 184, and RIE IIIA, p. 46), also in Go%az, and an inscribed golden pectoral
cross from Adulis, obviously from the Christian time (R/E I, no. 279).5

A more detailed index section, with prosopographic and chronological
data (the only one available in synoptic form refer to eight objects dated
from the 6™ century B.C. to the 2"4/3d centuries A.D.), possibly also a glos-
sary, would have further contributed to the quality of this impressive vol-
ume, that remains excellent. Colour images largely abound, especially illus-
trating the first six chapters. A wonderful set of colour tables (pp. 222-246)
is placed at the end.

Alessandro Bausi, Universitit Hamburg

> Interestingly enough, this object could mention, besides Aron, also a “Quiricus” —
AAPONOE KHPIKOY, Adpavog knptkod, if the conjecture kinpkod by Paribeni has to
be rejected, s. RIET, p. 383 —, being one of the oldest evidence for this name in the
Aksumite period; s. the dissertation abstract by VITAGRAZIA PISANI in Aethiopica 16,
2013, pp. 303f.
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