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SERGE DEWEL, Mouvement charismatique & pentecotisme en Ethiopie:
Identité & religion, Bibliotheque Peiresc, 30 (Paris: L’Harmattan, 2014).
256 pp. Price: € 28.00. ISBN: 978-2-343-03818-6.

One of the most spectacular religious phenomena in Ethiopia during the
last thirty years is obviously the development of charismatic and Pentecos-
tal movements in the country. It is quite difficult to evaluate the number of
faithful of these new churches in Ethiopia since the government census does
not differentiate between Lutheran, Calvinist, Pentecostal and charismatic
churches, calling them all ‘Protestants’. However there is no doubt that
most of the 18.7 % of Ethiopians counted as ‘Protestants’ in the country in
2007 belong to Pentecostal and charismatic churches.

The characteristics of these Ethiopian churches have been studied by
scholars for several years and are still a focus of their attention today. The
impressive works of Gustav Aren, Qyvind Eide, E. Paul Balisky or Jorg
Haustein have all shed light on the historical, political, religious and social
issues of this phenomenon in Ethiopia. However, the multiplicity of these
churches, as well as the large number of studies concerning them, make it
difficult to keep abreast of this phenomenon in Ethiopia. Thus Serge Dew-
el’s book fills a large gap in our knowledge of the development of charis-
matic and Pentecostal churches in Ethiopia. The aim of that book is to pre-
sent an overview of characteristics of, and issues concerning these churches
in Ethiopia during the second half of the twentieth and beginning of the
twenty-first century. It does not claim to present new facts or data. Its great
value is its discussion of the main issues of this phenomenon, presented in a
very clear and intelligent way with a great scientific attention.

In the first chapter, Pentecotisme général: évangelisme, pentecotisme &
charismatisme (‘General Pentecostism: Evangelism, Pentecostism and Charis-
matism’), the author presents the origin, development and characteristics of
the numerous Pentecostal and charismatic movements. A well structured text
and descriptive diagrams help S. Dewel to explain the origins and evolution of
these movements and the relations between them.

In the second chapter, Espace éthiopien, missions, églises: apercu historique
(‘Ethiopian Space, Missions, Churches: a Historical overview’), the circum-
stances and the political and religious issues concerning the arrival of charis-
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matic and Pentecostal churches in Ethiopia during the twentieth century are
presented. The appearance of these churches in Ethiopia is thus described
and related to the historical context and the particularities of the country
from the political, social and territorial points of view.

Finally, the third chapter, Pentecotisme général en Ethiopie aujouwrd’hui
(‘General Pentacostism in Ethiopia today’) indicates the place of these
churches today in Ethiopia, their number, their significance, as well as polit-
ical and social issues related to their recent development. In this chapter, the
author consciously analyses data already available and information collected
in interviews with informants. He also offers maps and diagrams highlight-
ing different aspects of the phenomenon studied.

The book ends with a glossary and a substantial bibliography. Dewel’s
knowledge of Ethiopian history and culture, his ability to propose precise
analysis in a clear language, and the scientific value of his text make this
book a remarkable and useful tool for scholars as well as for all people in-
terested in Ethiopian religious history.

Stéphane Ancel, Paris
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