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This dissertation deals with the poetic traditions and performances of the
peasants of East Goggam, Northwest Ethiopia and presents the major gen-
res of Amharic oral poetry in the original with a translation and commen-
tary in English. The study discusses fieldwork strategies, methodological
approaches and presents a critical review of the contributions of European
and Ethiopian scholars to the study of Amharic oral poetry. It also de-
scribes major occasions including agricultural work parties, religious festi-
vals, weddings, funeral ceremonies, cattle herding and local public gather-
ings at which Amharic poems and songs are composed, recited, sung and
improvised.

This study presents 260 Amharic poems and songs classified under ten
major categories: war songs, heroic recitals, grievance poems, cattle herders’
and children’s songs, wedding songs, work songs, religious songs, funeral
poems, praise poems of the patriots, and contemporary and historical po-
ems. It also provides explanations and commentaries on local cultural ex-
pressions based on the social, historical, and performative contexts and in-
terviews and discussions conducted with selected informants and singers.

This study reveals that in addition to their daily function as entertain-
ment and instruction, Ambharic oral poems and songs play a significant role
in reflecting contemporary, social, cultural, historical and political problems
among rural people for whom written media are almost non-existent. It
emphasises the significance of collecting, classifying, translating, analysing,
preserving and documenting Ambharic oral poems and songs and recom-
mends the application of interdisciplinary approaches to research on Ethio-
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pian oral literature in other languages as well as the need for establishing

archives or documentation centres and research institutes at Addis Ababa
University.
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