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K’abeena is a Highland-East-Cushitic language spoken by some 35.000
speakers. The settling area of the people is located in and around the town
of Wolkite, a town situated some 160 km south west of Addis Ababa on the
main road to Jimma. The closest related languages are Alaaba, Kambaata
and T°imbaaro. The presented data were collected during four field stays
between December 2000 and March 2003. The data are described by using
structural and functional approaches.

This language possesses several interesting features of which some are
found scarcely in other languages of the world. On the level of phonology, a
striking feature is the occurrence of five whispered vowels. These whispered
vowels are allophones of the five voiced short vowels 4, e, 7, 0, and #. In two
of the 13 flexion classes of nouns, the whispered vowels are the only feature
distinguishing case. Another important phonological feature is stress accent.
All word classes have an unmarked position of the accent: e.g. one group of
nouns and verbal nouns have a word final accent, the other group of nouns
and adverbs have the accent on the pre-final syllable of the word.
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K’abeena is a marked nominative language, i.e. the unmarked case is the ac-
cusative (called absolutive by some scholars) and not the nominative, as e.g. in
German and other European languages. This feature is typical for languages
spoken in the south west of Ethiopia and adjacent areas but is very rare in
other parts of the world. Based on the accusative, the nominative is marked
mainly by shift of the stress accent to the preceding syllable — in the majority
of flexion classes in combination with a shift of the final vowel — or by one of
these two strategies. The other five cases are genitive, dative, ablative, instru-
mental/comitative and locative, the latter two are distinguished only with
masculine nouns.

The two main aspects are the perfective and the imperfective marked by
the vowels o and a, respectively. The third aspect is the progressive, which is
formed analytically by a converb and an auxiliary verb. However, the pro-
gressive is related formally to the imperfective by using the same set of subject
agreement markers. Other converbs express sequentiality, finality, and nega-
tion, respectively.

K’abeena is a head final language, i.e. the basic word order is (Subject)-
Object—Verb, all modifiers precede their head noun and adverbial clauses
precede main clauses. Furthermore, the language uses exclusively suffixes for
nominal and verbal inflexion and derivation.

Most of the speakers of K’abeena are at least bilingual speaking Amharic
and/or other languages, e.g. Chaha, Ezha, Wolane, Muher or Oromo de-
pending on the regional provenance. This bi- or multilingualism led to con-
tact induced change, especially in the lexicon of K’abeena.
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