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Editorial

The present issue of AETHIOPICA is the twenty-fifth since the journal’s founding in
1998. It is also the thirteenth issue I have worked on as editor-in-chief, one more
than that of founder Siegbert Uhlig. The present time, however, does not lend itself
to celebrations of any sort. The global political crisis and the situation in the Horn
of Africa are having a deep impact on the scholarly community, which appears
divided and radicalized on opposite or increasingly diverging positions as never
before. The growing influence of diaspora communities is at times marked by
waves of resurgent nationalism. The challenge posed by main-stream policy in
countries of established scholarly traditions gives less and less space to small
fields—as is the case of Ethiopian and Eritrean studies. The consequent lack of
resources triggers the fragmentation of the scholarly scene. New balances based on
mutual legitimation and acknowledgement of a common scholarly method are not
obvious. The consequence of this complex situation, which reflects global changes,
is that scholarly and academic freedom can be put at risk. Of all priorities envis-
aged in the mission of AETHIOPICA, preservation of academic freedom along with
scholarly quality has been, is, and will remain the top priority of the journal.

I regret that in the past, and still now, the lack of available qualified authors has
prevented AETHIOPICA from duly commemorating distinct colleagues and re-
searchers recently passed away who were more than deserving of an obituary. I
would like to remember at least some of them here, by name, as a very modest
tribute to their work and memory: Johannes Launhardt (1929-2019), Mesfin Wol-
de Mariam (1930-2020), Steffen Wenig (1934-2022), Girma Fisseha (1941-2020).

To end on a positive note, three colleagues active in Ethiopian and Eritrean stud-
ies have received important awards this year, and we would like to mention them
here: Samantha Kelly (Professor of Medieval History at Rutgers, The State Univer-
sity of New Jersey, also on our International Editorial Board), has won the Choice
Outstanding Academic Title 2020, and the African Studies Review Prize for the
Best Africa-focused Anthology or Edited Collection 2021, for her 4 Companion to
Medieval Ethiopia and Eritrea (Leiden—Boston, MA: Brill, 2020); Verena Krebs
(Junior-Professorin fiir Mittelalterliche Kulturrdume at Ruhr-Universitit Bochum)
has received the Dan David Prize for her Medieval Ethiopian Kingship, Craft, and
Diplomacy with Latin Europe (New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021); and
Massimo Zaccaria (Professore Associato in Storia e Istituzioni dell’Africa at Uni-
versitd degli Studi di Pavia) has received the Giorgio Maria Sangiorgi award of the
Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei ‘per la Storia ed Etnologia dell’Africa’. To all of
them—the warmest congratulations from AETHIOPICA!
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MARIA BULAKH, HSE University,
MAGDALENA KRZYZANOWSKA and FRANCESCA PANINI, Universitdt Hamburg
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Aspects of Ethiopian Languages = DERIB ADO, ALMAZ WASSE GELAGAY, and
JANNE BONDI JOHANNESSEN, eds, Grammatical and Sociolinguistic Aspects
of Ethiopian Languages, Impact, Studies in Language, Culture and Society,
48 (Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2021); viii, 415 pp.

Langues couchitiques de la Corne de [I’Afrigue = MARIE-CLAUDE SIMEONE-
SENELLE, FATOUMA MAHAMOUD HADJI ALIL, and MOHAMED HASSAN KA-
MIL, eds, Systeme nominal et acte de nommer dans des langues couchitiques
de la Corne de I’ Afrique, Diversité des langues, 1 (Villejuif: Lacito-Publications,
2021); 124 pp.
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ALMAZ WASSE GELAGAY: see DERIB ADO.

BONDI JOHANNESSEN, JANNE: see DERIB ADO.

DERIB ADO, ALMAZ WASSE GELAGAY, and JANNE BONDI JOHANNESSEN, ‘The
languages of Ethiopia: Aspects of the sociolinguistic profile’, in Aspects of
Ethiopian Languages, 1-12.

FEKEDE MENUTA, ‘Competing Scripts in multilingual Ethiopia: An Option for a
Common Script Use’, The Ethiopian Journal of Social Sciences and Lan-
guage Studies, 8/1 (2021), 39-63.

MEYER, RONNY and YVONNE TREIS, ‘How to quote Ethiopian authors in lin-
guistic publications’, Afrika und Ubersee, 94 (2021), 80-90.
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PAWLOS KASSU ABEBE, ‘The linguistic nature of expression of aspect in Ethio-
pian sign language’, in Aspects of Ethiopian Languages, 367-388.

PELLEGRINO, FRANCOIS: see STAVE, MATTHEW.

SEIFART, FRANK: see STAVE, MATTHEW.
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