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Conversation of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
with His Twelve Apostle Disciples at Jericho
(EMML 7229, fols 93r—109r)

GETATCHEW HAILE §

Introduction

The apocalyptic text under study, which may be titled, Conversation of Our Lord
and Saviour Jesus with His Twelve Apostle Disciples at Jericho, has been taken
from Collegeville, MN, Hill Museum & Manuscript Library, Ethiopian Manu-
script Microfilm Library (= EMML) 7229, fols 93r—109r.! EMML 7229 is a mi-
crofilm of a late-sixteenth/early-seventeenth-century manuscript bearing the title
Ndgdrd Maryam or Story of Mary.2 1t is one of the two conversations known so
far. The other took place at Dédbrd Zayt, that is on the Mount of Olives.> Al-
though copied in the same hand, this conversation cannot be considered a part of
the traditional Ndgdrd Maryam. It is considered so, perhaps, because there is a
statement in it which says that Jesus beatifies the faithful who pray to her: “né-
%7 : A0 : CODL@-: OLNAM: D0 : TICLI° : h9°C : N~ : ARA = LHACYT ¢
N0t : Adefav : OANENPPARa- ¢ @0vF 2 ATt : 401 Bhe-7 :
a1 av- : @718 o i (‘Blessed are those who wail and pray to Mary, my
mother in body, (and) those who remember her in their prayers and supplications.
Their living and dwelling will be in the Kingdom of Heaven’, fol. 100r).

The story is included in the book of the Miracles of Jesus (Mdshafd
Al’atgdrfa) in several abbreviated versions, one of which was published by
Sylvain Grébaut in his edition of the miracles.* The closest of such versions to
what we have in EMML 7229, in the EMML collection, is the version in EMML

I = Galbiati 1957, 1, Chapters 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 37.

2 Parchment, 35 x 25 cm, 123 fols, 2 cols, 2025 lines. A note about the book by Sihafe
t2°azaz Gibra Sollase says, A% : 9°LAN : o079 1 AP : WPA : ++NE « ATHF ¢
AP T AT : CAPPF®- 1 P& G : 10 1 Achdo : TAHN = 10 ¢ 2240, = (Tt is
a manuscript that was found buried in a cave in Wilamo, and that people brought during
the reign of Ade Monilok and gave to Ydneta (the Master)’). It seems that it was buried to
survive, as it did, the sixteenth-century assault by the Islamic forces of /mam Ahmad b.
Ibrahim al-Gazi. This means it was copied before the assault.

3 Horn 2017, 70.

4 Grébaut 1923, 824-833.
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2180, fols 79r—82r. But it is nowhere close to being collated with the version un-
der study.

As for the source of the conversation, the text rightly concludes with a note
that it was translated from (Christian) Arabic (fol. 109r).5 It seems safe, there-
fore, to conclude that this text is a so-far unknown Go ‘oz addition to the class of
the apocalyptic literature received from Egypt, as none of the known texts of the
class listed by Paolo La Spisa has any similarity to it.> To add one more note, its
relationship to the Mdshafd kidan and the Qdlemantos is very clear.”

The arrangement I followed is that of the Arabic text, lohannis Evangelium
apocryphum arabice, edited by Giovanni Galbiati.® The paragraphs have been
divided and numbered following the Arabic in order to simplify comparison.
Whether this particular Arabic text is the Vorlage of the Goa‘az under study will
remain an open question. The fact that each has its own arrangement suggests
otherwise. In the Go‘az, it is one unit, whereas in the Arabic, the story is
scattered in Chapters 30, 37, 35, 31, 32, and 33. The unit in Go‘az, presented
here, is the counterpart of the Arabic Chapters 30, 37, and 35.

The copyist is almost consistent in writing the fourth (rabs‘) and seventh
(saba ) order of the letters with legs as first order (ga 2z), and sometimes vice
versa. So, we have AN, hy, AdA, W, PA for N, hy, AdA, s, FA. In some
cases the legs are shortened insignificantly. The difference between A and f is
also not always clear in many cases. In all these cases, I chose to copy the words
with these letters in their right forms rather than dedicate the bigger part of each
page to footnotes. On the other hand, & and h are A and -h in many (not all)
cases. Even & is occasionally copied with its first leg shortened like 4. The first
order form of the letter “1 does not exist in this manuscript. As a result, today’s
10 is consistently 5N. When <1 is followed by H., as in 4“M.A and A“M. AhC,
the two letters are always connected, both sharing the same leg. The difference
between # and #: is not always clear in the picture of the manuscript. And, as
one can see, there is no obvious system of their use. I have copied them as they
appear to my eyes.

The grammatical rule of agreement between the noun and the verb, in as far as
gender (masculine/feminine) and number (singular/plural) are concerned, is not
strictly observed in the text. vl ¢ (hazb) is sometimes singular and sometimes
plural. In the translation, I have followed the English rule regardless what is in
the text.

See also Lofgren 1960.

La Spisa 2014.

Respectively Beylot 1984, 1-15, and Bausi 1992.
Galbiati 1957, 1.

® 9 o W
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Conversation of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
with His Twelve Apostle Disciples at Jericho

Text and Translation
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Text

Chapter 30

1]00av : A : OOAL : ®@av7L0 : P50 2 BAICAR fol. 93r
TOPT : NLE N~ T AMANDCG ¢ ONNHD @ P°hlét i N b : TP~

sht : A°NLAY : LDy : AN : 9°0A : TO& hPCETF : ACKAU- ¢
NV = A.Léh : NAAGD & A% A NhC ¢ ATL7
onl: XA AMAT: DO: VI : AfLéh: ROvEINhov-: AD:
fteav- : @LLA=av- : RNav : fplav-: @-A-L 1 COF 1 A°MA ¢ @A
nov- ¢ A0FSA@-N- 1 07122k 1 A%107F ¢ AP av 1 G0 : ORIP

wLa: LFemc : N8 : OPLC = ORTTIN: m$-L7 ¢ OFhh7 ¢
ATICTHENGY : B : e @ ANaD 1 BAICLNGD- 1 ALY : @Al = OA,
hy: 04 : h™Mhov- : hoo : LLN: av 1ot 1 A0 ¢ HA LMPP :
Ghe : HAY: A7 ACRL : 087 : OHAAMNST ¢ @0 AN
ANA =

15A777 : AlAhae- 1 A0ao : Rrbav- @ To8 1104 : N0AT : K A0«
L.0: Io€amgACT: o197 : To€v1L: ANl-hd = ATTaov-:
@kl PRl AA9° ¢ @O TAL@- 1 GOt HR7Tov- 1 S APT ¢
APNAG 1 hS@T : HAGAP® =

2 ohéN = A= 2 ANGCPT : Delieh ¢ AOI°PT 1 OAL : PG 2 ov[ ]!
20 FNAL = N.PP = OAD-rh: OA9°PT7: ATH: LA : AOav 1 A7t :
O-Ak : ACOTN : OAL 1 AN ANKC ¢ hPO- 2 a5 1 AP it 0L
Lo : N00: A7 PON9°P7 : OAL : ¢F : AN-? : HO-O : A“1.0 «
heet 1 Ah: hao @ FR9°C = RA9°C : omSP : hO9°P7T ¢ hhov : Wt
Telre& : Crt s SFLOm-: Al = MO0 1 R 1 ANIPPT 1 ANav :
5 MNMD7 ¢ A1 AN®- 1 O1LCT : HAIO-nPav-: Tk hov : LY
A4 1 D0 HYACH « A7T £ @R L0 £ HA45@- ¢ 0091 AdHLD ¢ ANY°
27t AN O9°9  PICE = N0-%T 1 ROL LN AA : CAL : NLEP = AR
cht AQ9°P7 : Ahav 1 ANCYI° : Al ¢ dot@ 2 hov 1 BChL ¢ D,.PP ¢
aPHA 1 PO i ORI°LL t Wik : OVNNP : Achd : OCK? « N, PP«

APPARATUS | 19 I put in square brackets [ ] letters that are insufficiently legible or are missed
by the copyist; repeated letters and words are placed in curly brackets { }. ! For av¥ 2?

Paragraphing is mine. In the translation, expressions in parentheses are supplied for the
English.

2 Cf. Matt. 25:34.

Cf. 1 Cor. 2:9, and Mystagogia in Hammerschmidt 1960, 70. Quoted in the anaphoras of
the Three Hundred Eighteen, of Basil, of John Chysostom, and of James of Sarug, as well

Acthiopica 24 (2021) 10



Conversation of Our Lord

Translation!

Chapter 30

N - Y S

fol.93r 1 | In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. One God.

We begin with the help of God and by the plenteousness of his
mercy writing the conversation of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus with the 5
twelve Apostles, his disciples, (which took place) in the city of Jericho,
in the peace of God. Amen.

When Our Lord came to the city of Jericho, he gathered them all to-
gether and said to them, “You are children (of) the inheritance of the
Lord. I prepared the Kingdom of Heaven for you before the world and 10
before heaven and earth were created.? You are chosen and pure ones. I
did not say all this you (from the beginning) because one of you is
Satan, not equal to you to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven like you,
whose explanation would not be made, which eye has not seen nor
entered into the heart of man.? 15

Truly I say to you, that you, the Twelve, will sit, on the day of my
coming, on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel.* You
are the light of the world.> Do expect (to receive) the inheritance, the
food you deserve for eternal life.’

2 Furthermore, he said to Simon the Rock, ‘O Simon, son of Jonah, 20
who do you call me?’ Peter answered, saying, ‘You are the Christ, the

p.94 Son of the living God, the Saviour of the world.”® He said to him, |
‘Blessed are you, O Simon, son of Jonah. My Father who is in heaven
has revealed (it) to you that you may know (this).” Know and under-
stand, O Simon, for the door you knock will be open for you. Blessed 25
are you, O Simon, for many of the fathers and the prophets whom I
had sent longed to see what you saw but did not find what they were
sent for. Blessed are your ears, O Simon, which heard my words.
Blessed are your eyes which saw me.® Know, therefore, O Simon, that
your father Abraham longed for a long time to see me. After that 130

fol.93v gave him his wish, he saw me and was glad | .7 Truly I say to you, O

as in the Supplication for the dead, see Mashafa qaddase 1957/1958, 134, 177, 206, 227,
and 286, respectively.

Matt. 19:28

Matt. 5:14.

Matt. 16:16.

Matt. 16:15-17.

Cf. Matt. 13:17.

Cf. John 8:56.

11 Aethiopica 24 (2021)
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@b |ch HE RTTT 2 RANAD 2 AONICPT : ROaD : HUIRET 2 @L.LT 1 @aD 1ol 93y
ANhPLET 2 P 9°Par- i ALLP : ANC-AA ¢ 1PY : @01 : av})
11 W70 G A997 « ANAD 2 ANTPPT ¢ A0 f AP 1 A0S : AL
tP 1 ANG-RA : Ao 1 DML AFav- 1 @OCLAav- 1 ADA ¢ DAL ¢ AAA ¢
SAAMLD- i OHA 1 044 AdA : ovFiN: PSN: 0TG4 PAc:
ALe 1 R LTDL: Aeav-: A 0H: 909" & ORNHLEIK A = O A *
HPAY®T7 t Nf : NP a0 : ANA : AT : ARIT : NP av 1 AP : @avrA
ANFC ¢ PGAT 1 Ho-Ot 1 (20T = AARIPC @ ANY°PT ¢ Alav 1 GU- ¢
Lavfh: adPHA 1 LchA, t A 1 HEPTANGD- 1 Nav ¢ Hao o POt ¢
10,2000 : ARM.ANAC ¢ OThor: A%y : OATF: N9°P : 0150«
A A NA : OLARAL : OLHYTTL : AN 1 HERNDC : N9°P : A
¢V~ 5t @ PR70- 1 ANav- 1 Nav 1 H17 : ADANGD- ¢ AeaD- = Z/hHA =

3 AAYC: ANP°P7: ANaP : GU-: LavF k-7 hhll : LA ¢
A0 1 1590 : HETVY ¢ WP : @LTTI4 £ AdA : ANMLANDC ¢
1570 ¢ AOC 1 HA AT« QART ¢ N7TPav- 1 A9°7 1 AMmH- ¢ Hh 0vG
o ¢ ANLAe-k G o0 : 9°2C o Theon : @SS« e ¢
PLNTe : OLTRIN 1 Nov 1 L9461 av o PHAPC ¢ @P-COTP 5 DL
A@-Pav- : A@-A-L : HWHANP ¢ A9°1: ANPVPaD- : ORPav- 1 LdP :
OAPAL : OLALPPav-: (INLT-EPav-: @0t : A : AVEFC : o
20 h@-CT 5t OLPTA ¢ OLLO-®-: RLIP : OLP N0 [A]&PWPav- :
NLPav- : @LhAR : Aav-7k : ATV av- : hao 1 HeN®-) 13 av P
Ot ¢ AA M ANDC & OLNO-7 ¢ 1 ¢ “10Hav- 1 AAGP-"71: 1 AdhHA ¢
ANav : havpt e PPRUY-: oIPa-: 1BRAA: 06: HAGD-: WG :
CirN # @891 ¢ APA = 1571 ¢ IH-T 4 @40 : Oh( ¢ ONhD-CT ¢
25 OAVTCT 4 OFR70 : O TA%A 5 0&WPav- 1 @01« av}ol o«
©|LaiNG ¢ DT 0 AUFL 2 ONhO-CT @ NOLRVPar- ¢ CH-AF 2 fol 94
OLUGC 17 WH 1 OACKLT : AL C: AQov i OhS : OOCT : B0
N.e 3 oAk : LK« QA7 T : HOAh 2 50 2 GA9° 1 A9°1 ¢ Wrhkt A
HA it 00N 1 FHAR ¢ NPANT ¢ FAICI T ¢ LOTCA, ¢ @LWIC P
300av-: AMN A7 ¢ AQGP @ Rav-7-k 2 AdiAl = SA0PE : m.07 @ @,
Ot 5 OLATLE s MNP 2 (N 2 LI ¢ OLTaG5 0 OF

APPARATUS | 2 2For ”1”. 213 For 70+ :. 24 *For "% : or "> :. 255For ”A”. 26 °For
1. 277 Forw/0”. 288 For ™. 31°For 7",

10 Matt. 21:31.
I Cf. Matt. 12:31; Mark 3:28-29.
12° Matt. 10:32.
13 John 16:2.
14 Matt. 10:22.
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p. 95

p. 96
fol. 94r

Conversation of Our Lord

Simon, for prostitutes, thieves, and tax collectors are going into the
Kingdom of Heaven ahead of the Children of Israel.!0 Truly I say to
you, O Simon, I will abandon and forgive all sins of the Children of Is-
rael and their blasphemy against the Son of Man, but those who blas-
phemed against the Holy Spirit and spoke evil words shall not be for- s
given for them neither in this world nor in the one to come.!! | Every-
one who acknowledges me before people, 1 also shall acknowledge
him before my Father and my holy angels who are in the heavens.!?
Know, O Simon, for behold, there will come a time when everyone
who kills you will think that he is bringing an offering to God.!3 You 10
will be hated by all people because of my name.'* They will hate and
ridicule everyone who mentions my name with his mouth.!> All na-
tions will harden their hearts like a rock against you.!®

3 Know, O Simon, that, behold, nations will come out of the desert
which will despise my people and will utter evil words against God the 15
like of which other nations like them have not uttered, saying what is
not seemingly. The earth will be polluted and shaken. They will deny
the shrine of my holy ones.!” They will fight to abolish my sacrifice
and offering. They will take the children of my people captive from
their fathers and mothers, boys as well as girls, and sell them to each 20
other in all cities and countries. They will kill and take old people cap-
tive and smear their hands with their blood. They will think in their
mind that they are bringing sacrifice to God.'® The description of those
people will be (such) that they paint their bodies red with the leaf of a
plant called henna, the polluted one. They will reign over many 25
deserts, | over the seas, countries, and cities. Their hands will be
hardened and raised against the kingdom. | They will plunder many cit-
ies and countries with their polluted hands. The nature and shape of the
earth will be destroyed. For the sun and the moon will weep at that
time because of what will befall on the world from these nations. 30
When you gaze at the stars, signs will appear and the wisdom of the
wise will be nullified.!® For these nations are called wise and prophets.
They divide among themselves over matters they revile and admonish
each other. This is the rod of wrath,20 which will come out from the

Cf. Matt. 5:11.

Matt. 24:9.

i.e. ‘the faithful’. Or ‘holy things’, i.e. ‘the sacrifice’.
John 16:2.

Cf. Isa. 29:14.

Isa. 10:5.
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At VFL: ao% T 1 HTE®ad 1 A9°Ndud ¢ KAavt 1 ORI°HAvL :
BLC : OLRAM-: TIVCT? = OOk : A LNA-: LoAm-: @©F1]
Nh- ¢ Aot DLPor- 1 Ad: ANHDT @ A9°1: P°Ra0GTT 1 £HLP
Pav- ;10 @ L ho-Y : NI av- =

54 N0Y7 : Ad 1 LChk : (A0 2 LChE o} AI°LP 0P : OARA : LTAD-
Pav- I q777 1 AARov- 1 (@A LH ¢ SONR ! ALOC 1 oho-
gAC : OLLANN : AFAT : 7001 = @LFavHE- ¢ NG 1 ®LAhIA ¢
IH(- LT i

Chapter 37

1022 ®AARI®4 ¢ ANaP : AP Nav- 1 dkA : D02 A2 OANTIENaY-
A G 1 @01 ARGV ¢ OA LTS O LOLP : AchS = RI°
0CT : CANNGD- 1 A0av : {1 : A9P0Nav- : A0h @ LI 1 AaR A : D0,
fao- i RA9°4 1 ANGD 1 AU ¢ B dorch- ¢ ORTTa0-( 1 AWl ¢
Alav 1 AANgv- 1 A hTnov- @ A9 i AmHA ¢ HA°OANA : N7k

15 9A9° it Aav(l ¢ hFnao- : R av- : R9°-T4Imnan- ¢ " Pav- @ o~
0t : GohPor- & OANNOP- ¢ RTTa0- 1 A9°ONA « G0A9° : £54 : HE
Am- : ANav- : @0k 1 oo nae- : oA « RhPhoo- s
23 ANav : TU- 1 YICHENov- ¢ @AANE-I-Nav- ¢ oAT0 2 o0 ¢ AlHH
fav-: hov 1 F3PY- 1 A9PLav : LNAnh : LU HGha7 1 @0

20 bk ¢ PHA f NG ¢ @FUNCE : RIPANA 1 o8P 2 @I°OEN
ARI®4 1 ANaD : 7w 1 9Pl : -kl DPA: OXT0: (o0 -
¢A : oh T 5 hoe ¢ AP ¢ OATLAY- ¢ PHov- ¢ RICNL P ¢
APt | BThA ML 1 ®WTTV- 2 BN, ¢ ANGP : 0D~ ¢ RGP ¢ ORT fol 94y
NA: LACU-: A9°A3A : A700 : OLCHS : PL - : OLICE i oo~

ik 8117 1 0T APPEC : O Aear- : Pl ST CchAk f @Lm
Ght OLONG 12 @LACTE 1 TFWw : 90l ¢ Ovll: ¢ @Bho-7 ¢
Aol 2 aPO§T ¢ HAP I B £ 809 1 18719 ¢ 4248 « @ThHN, 13
AAM. A : OARTM, A NhC
24 @ tRDN : 18TITF 1 CHoT : NP 1 HALLAAD 14 avp) oot

30 AN M- it
ohoN ¢ Loear- 1 AACSAD-: hé-: o0 AltA-: QNAAY ¢
Ndv$ 5 OAPIPPar- : AANA ¢ 0N 2 A2 AXTEL : 9°£C : @
hO-CF HE QNov 1 Al 1 OOAL : @0 P50 H O 1 HPA

APPARATUS | 4 10For €1, 6 ! For "n”. 26 '2For @¢”. 27 13For 74, :. 29 14 For "¢”.

21 “Decendants of Ismael” (Gen. 25:14), Arabs.
22 Cf. Luke 21:18.
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Conversation of Our Lord

country of darkness and from the people of Qedar.?! These will change
my teaching. However, they cannot convert or veer everyone to them.
Nevertheless, they will lure many of the faithful, and they will be like
them.

4 Blessed are those who stay far from them and from (those) who s
follow them. Truly I say to you, at that time, mountains and hills will
weep. Rivers of water will dry up. (Religious) centres will be
plundered, and the plundered ones will be (re)built.’

Chapter 37

p. 131

p. 132

fol. 94v

22 | ‘Know that your number is kept with the Father and your names 10
are written in his books. Not a single one from the hair of your head
will be thrown out or fall,?> because I will keep you until the time I
come to you. Know that nations??* will rejoice but you will grief be-
cause you are not of the nations who are of the people of this world.?*
If you were of them, you would have rejoiced like them in their joy. 15
You are of the people of the latter world in which your desires and all
your wishes are prepared for you.

23 Behold, I have told you and warned you. Furthermore, I com-
mand you that you wake up before the time arrives in which killing,
the arrow, and looting will take place between the people of east | and 20
west. Know that the king of the west is mighty and strong in war and
fight, as formerly | Daniel, head of the prophets, has prophesied about
him. Thus he said, all wild animals and beasts will fear the lion cub;
they will tremble before him and surrender.?> He will be king over the
(the whole) earth. All kings will be finished; they will vanish and pass 25
away. Only the king of the west will remain. (Someone who is) very
firm in the faith will be for him a prince under him—he will be obedi-
ent to his lord and to God.

24 The Orthodox faith will be held by me whose kingdom and au-
thority have no end.’ 30
Furthermore, he said to his disciples: ‘Go and preach to all, each in
his local language. Baptize the people in all ends of the earth and coun-
tries in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.2¢
Everyone who believes in me and is baptized in my name will live

Possibly ‘heathens’.
Cf. John 16:20.
Unidentified.

Matt. 28:19.

15 Aethiopica 24 (2021)
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9°7 : NP : @LMavP : 1NY°P : Ch% = AN : AA9° i oA : HACA
9°7 : NP : A Lmavd : (N9°C : Lavw-1 : Pt : §av it
OLWIC : FRHH : A PG T : OAATNG T

25 ANa-h : ANov ¢ TU- 1 Wikt LovR R AT 1 ACTAICP ¢ @A,

509°0- ¢ £9°P : LN ¢ LavFh it AMA : AlledH, t @At AL :
DOAN, ¢ Aeav- 1 ARA @ SPAN- : @ LN 1 dADT : ONVET it AR
9°¢ 1 ANav : QA7 : @4CH : Pl : OLAVD- : LR K : (A ¢
ANTY 1R 2 @R AVPY 2 A £ A9°Y 2 avPA 2 0777 G LNET F KA
avit : 1R APCLC : OLNNHT : VLT @09 oAk ¢ LK 5 08D

10 @7 : @Ak : AN T (T4 2 P79 ¢ ®@av9t 1 APA : Aeap- 1 9°)
avG0 1 A9 1 hUALL7 ¢ ADA : NCNLET 5 OLIAG 15 av}o) oot ¢
4CN : @av )t 2 A 0@~ =

26 ®LavF k- 1 mH ¢ AATTT 1 Nov 2 RTI0T 2 A9°@-0 ¢ 1997 ¢ AA -
NPav- : 19 : @TVF : HhAPav- : RONTLC + 7F~ : MPANE @ 771
15°19° ¢ HA B Te.Jh i O@-Rfav-: RI°Hav L : ANCTI° & OLOCE :
AN WPaD- : FTAavt 16 @FRAATP 17 LAt : AN : P°A0PGT = OLDOA *
A9 ¢ | AL ThéP: OLTINT 2 A 1 9°L L ¢ HNGP- 1 Tk fol. 95¢
oL : @TCAM- £ ACP : Chn =
N9°0" : AAD®-C : Lo h-: il 2 AN = CPL7E ¢ ch>-aD @ DRA & P-h
20 Nao- 118 wqGe ¢ @ 1 WG L LLNE 1 ANP ¢ @M 1 AL 1 L4N
@ wGe i

27 @L®HD : WAL : WA : A9 : o0F 1 HAPLI®H- : Ahov- : 14 :
LY 1 ADA : AU 2 AECT 1 N LA : ONNLE : LY A : NPL
TP s IOYaGTT : RA ¢ PAICT . ONRWD- ¢ LHEE : avyo) e

15 OP00-N ¢ HHANP ¢ @LATIN0: AHAP ¢ DOU-: IAeor- 1 @LGN
gav- : hMCLU- ¢ @aPNPL : A1V ¢ OLICE ¢ oo 1 NPT~ ¢
OLINC : HéPL : ®PaPHANC : AVFL ¢ ONAD-CT ¢ @G 1 M-
At P ATR  ICUELT 2 Qhar : PICh-Dav- ¢ pf av- i

28 ML ATR 10 Aok : LA ¢ HANGPL : avh : @ LOTTINA = VT -
30 APSAAI" 1 (Ll ooPLNP : POP: OPhD4: DU A

APPARATUS | 11 '3 For @¢”. 16 '®For ™ «. | 7 For ””? 20 '8 For #”. 29 1°For 7¢”.

27 Mark 16:15-17; 28:19.
28 Cf. 1 Cor. 15:24-25.
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p- 133

fol. 95r

Conversation of Our Lord

forever. And everyone who does not believe in me and is not baptized
in my name will die a second death.?’

And the commandments of chiefs and authorities shall be nulli-
fied.?8

25 Beware, therefore, for the thief comes by the night.? When he s
comes, you will neither recognize him nor hear his voice. Woe to
Corazin and Bethsaida,?® and woe to those who add and duplicate
heresy and denial. Know that Babylon and Persia will be in grief and
mourn. And there will come people of black faces and deluding hearts
from the direction of the right. And darkness will cover the face of the 10
earth. At that time, lethargy and exhaustion will increase. In those
times, rod of wrath and anger | will fall upon all my believers, from
deniers upon Christians. The kingdom of Persia and the kingdom of
those round it will pass.

26 Black people will come like locusts out of the desert, whose 15
names are Gog and Magog, whom King Alexander had locked up with
three unlockable seals.3! They are from the relatives of Abraham.
Darkness will come down upon them; and it will darken the heart of
the faithful. | A Tdhara®? donkey will come out of the desert and will
corrupt the whole earth; his name is Mahmad which means ‘filthy ser- 20
pent’.

Listen, O my brothers: there will come people who will make the
ugly beautiful and the beautiful ugly. They will make a good deed evil,
and the evil deed they will make good.

27 The Son of Perdition®? will come out from the place that I told 25
you before. He will reign over honourable peoples by his power and
his sword. The faithful who believe (in me) will flee from his presence.
His feet will trample my kingdom and he will disturb my people. He
will gather all my people together to him. He will make them his
slaves and his footstools. All will submit to his presence. He will do 30
whatever he wants; he will plunder cities, countries, and edifices (of
religious) centres, and he will build the plundered ones, as I told you
before.

28 And he will build (a centre) for himself. This is the one that will
be called Mecca. He will liken it to, (and will want it to be) in place of; 35

29 Allusion to Matt. 24:43—44.

Matt. 11:21.

Budge 1933, 167-168.

Arabic, al-sahara’.

Cf. John 17:12; 2 Thess. 2:3; Mdshafd kidan, in Beylot 1984, 4.

30
31
32
33
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38
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p. 134

fol. 95v

p. 135

Conversation of Our Lord

Jerusalem, my sanctuary.3* All (of his) people will seek it and go to it
from east and west, from north and south, and from all ends of the
earth. He will exercise righteousness and justice?® at the very begin-
ning of his reign. But during the time of his transient reign, he will vi-
olate people’s possession. | He will think in his mind that God hass
given him a kingdom. He will reign over the Holy Land. He will hate
the faithful who believe in me.

29 He will appoint a prince under him for the honoured¢ Jews. I37
will put hatred of the Jews in the hearts of the kings in order that they
may not boast against you. And, because of this, fear and doubts will 10
enter your hearts.

Beware, therefore, O my brothers, do not follow him. For he is a
ravenous wolf, a tiger lying in waiting.

30 He will build a house in the desert and will liken it to Jerusalem
and say, “This is a house of God.” Know that at the place where he 15
will build his house, there I have hurled over the precipice, flung, and
thrown down the Devil, head of the army, from his throne in the high
heavens when he violated my command and refused to do my will.38
And (so) he made his throne there. All ugly animals go to him. And |
these are the wicked Muslims. And the abode of Beelzebub, head of 20
the demons, is there.

31 The praying of these multitudinous and great people will be in it.
They will say, “We find atonement in it.” Therefore, they think and say
that my house Jerusalem will be abolished against me. But my name in
it will not be abolished nor will it pass. The days of these people will 25
be few.

Beware of this, O my brothers, about these people: they are a hawk
which ravens, crushes, and breaks bones.

32 They will say and talk (much), | and will make (their) word be-
lievable, and will persuade people to believe them. They will convert 3o
them to their disposition. They will make their wickedness look good
for them. For many will think of them that they are chosen ones.
Therefore, beware of this, that they are people like thorns and thistle.
These people are filthy. They will enter into the shrine of my Holy
One, which is Jerusalem. 35

Taken from the Psalms; see Ps. 88:15/89:14 and Ps. 96/97:2.
Arabic, ahbar (‘affair of”).

Lit. ‘he’.

Grébaut 1920, 564-566; Trumpp 1882, 29-36.

Matt. 12:24.
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Conversation of Our Lord

33 Let everyone who reads this book know and understand (their)
deeds and stay far away from them.

As for you, people, know (the disposition of these) peoples.*? For
they are peoples who stroll here and there. They roam the desert and
the sea. Their boast will be the lust of their body. Their god is their s
belly.*! Their faces are black because of sin, and they are of much ran-
cor and wrath. They hasten to foolishness. Understand that I will not
forsake you in any (situation), but will be with you.

34 Do not fear any of them. Know that I will set arrow among this
people. I will scatter them and I will put them to flight. I will raise 10
quarrel and war against them. And I will make many perish by the
sharpness of the sword. Beware of them, therefore, O my brothers, for
they are sinful people, as the Prophet Daniel has prophesied about
them, saying that Jerusalem will be plundered in the hands of these
people. They shall devastate the holy Jerusalem.*? 15

Be steadfast and guard yourselves, for I will not forsake you. In Jer-
usalem, too, I will be with you.

p.136 35 Know, however, | that this people will be neighbours of my

fol.96r house at every place | which will be built in my name. They will be en-
vious and will violate my commandment. They will build their houses 20
for praying their filthy prayers in front of my house. They hate my be-
loved ones. And so, the Jews will tempt them (to) all this because of
me.

36 Beware, therefore, O my brothers, of these corrupt people. For
they eat tasty food and avoid bad food for the sake of the health of 25
their transient body. They wear soft and fine clothes for their vain time
which will pass like spider web. They will fight each other. A father
for them, among them, will kill his son, and the son will kill his father.
A Dbrother will despoil his brother’s money. For this reason, their
passing away will be swift. 30

Do not let your women meet their women, and do not let your chil-
dren mix with their children, lest they lure them with perverse words
and lest these deny me.

37 Beware, therefore, and guard yourselves from this people who
will come at latter days from the race of Ham, son of Noah. They will 35
be stiff-necked and hard-hearted. They do not fear death. They will go

40" Ahzab (‘nations’) cannot be subject, as given here, because Jesus is not addressing nations
but his Apostles.

41 Philem. 3:19.

42 Cf. Dan. 9:2.
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p. 137

fol. 96v

p. 138

Conversation of Our Lord

to it and rise up; and from them forty kings will reign consecutively.
The length of their days will be ten weeks,** as Daniel has prophesied
about it.** Their reign will be from three houses. That is, from Cairo,
from Damascus, and from Mecca. The colour of the third king—one
of their numbers—will be | darker than all the (other) kings. 5

38 He will occupy and subdue many cities and countries. He will
put to flight everyone who will oppose him. He will topple them from
their thrones, and will do as his heart wants. He will kill young men.
He will plunder big cities and the country of Damascus.*> He will put
to flight all of the nationals who will come to him. He will take their 10
women captives and will kill their young men. Because of this, his
bearing will become excessive compared to the bearing of (other)
kings.

39 His heart will be far from them. All his deeds will be (done)
secretly. He will | hasten to spill blood. He will kill the great chiefs. He 15
will look for and love the adulterous city, which is Damascus. He will
destroy his enemies with his (own) hands. Not one will be delivered
from them. He will collect all properties and store (them) up in it. He
will search for gold and silver (pieces) for the purchase of graves for
the dead.*¢ 20

All perverse and denying kings will assemble in (Damascus) with
their filthy money and treasure. For (the city) is stubborn and bent in
the direction of Hades. It will gather all its filthy children ‘as a hen
gathers its chicks under its wings’.#” (Damascus) will be hurled over
the precipice and fall down to the depth of Hades. 25

40 This is what it will be in the latter days. Nothing bad—be it with
a knife or a stave, or scourge—will happen to anyone of you who acts
according to my will. Rather, he will exalt you, extol you, honour you,
and appoint you.

Beware, therefore, of the Jews. Do not reveal your secrets to them. 30
Know that many people from the Jews will follow the people about
whom I spoke earlier. They will be ready to take revenge on me but I
will not forsake you, but live with you forever.*® | Rejoice, for I will
gather you as the hen broods its chicks. Be glad, for I will be with you.

10 x 49 = 490 years. The projected end is 622 (the beginning) + 490 = 1112 EC.

Arabic, masriq (‘east’).

This could be just an attempt to connect it to Matt. 27:3—10 rather than a report of an his-
torical event.

Matt. 23:37; Luke 13:34

Matt. 28:20.
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Conversation of Our Lord

My salvation will be near. I shall hear your supplication and your out-
cries.

41 Beware, therefore, of the king who will come forth from the
desert of the right. His princes will be from among the Jews and from
the children of his father’s brother. So they will not disregard his or-s
ders. They will lay down rules to all who follow them, because of hat-
ing you. Do not grieve because of these. I will be with you forever.

42 Know that that kingship will reign over Egypt, Persia, and over
the land of al-Hawf,*® and over the land | of Ham.3® There will be
much quarrelling and fight among the people of east and west. These 10
people will send out five times a day an announcer about their faith.
Their worship is like the worship of the Jews. They will also reign
over the land of Egypt. This is the city of the kingdom from which
milk and honey comes forth.>!

43 All peoples will fear them. They will respond to their orders. All 15
kings of the earth will tremble from their cruelty. Kings will carry
presents because of the honour of their reign. They will subjugate free
people from all types of people, up to India, and make them slaves.
Also | the king of China will carry presents to him.

44 Beware, therefore, my brothers, of the fervour of the days of this 20
people. Do not deny my name, for, at that time, you will enter into the
court of judgement, and they will sentence you with execution and
death because of my name. Keep quiet and endure; do not deny me.
Know that this people about whom I have told you will eat every beast,
defiled wild animals, ugly and despised dogs, and cursed camels, (and 25
all) which I have had proscribed in the Torah in the tongue of my
chosen and beloved Moses. For their chief and their prophet will have
absolved them (of my proscription), antagonizing and violating my
commandment.’? He will bring your brothers to his side, and convert
them to his filthy faith. 30

45 Anyone who is steadfast in the right faith until the day of his
death will live an eternal life in the latter day.>

Beware, my brothers, of the time and this people. Every man who
follows them will seek appointment for himself. They will work won-

That is, Yemen.

Probably Ethiopia or Sudan.

Num. 16:13.

Qdlemantos: ‘They will eat what is proscribed; no one will be able to stop their lust.’
Cf. Matt. 10:22.
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Conversation of Our Lord

ders, and will increase in the law of religion things which they inven-
ted—a different matter of their own. These will strive to abolish my
law.

46 In the latter days, there will rise a king from this nation. His
name shall be like a priest.>* During the one who will be appointed s
king, I will remove | the reign from him, and I will destroy all of them.
Fear not from tribulations when | distress of the world meets you. Do
not think that you have no salvation from this.

47 Know that (the reign of) this people will pass. The sign of the
end of their time is that the sun will darken at midday on Sabbath® 10
day, which is the day of my resurrection. Also, there will appear in
heaven a sign like a red rainbow. There will be a strong wind from the
direction of the west, and terrible terror, tumult, thunder (will take
place). Rain will come before its time. At that time, [ will open the
gates of heaven and show great miracles. I will have many cities and 15
countries plundered. I will remove tall mountains from their places,
and drown cities. And I will destroy this people. I will set in their
midst quarrel and spear®® until a father kills his son,

48 and a son his father. There will be no mercy in their hearts or
shame on their faces. A brother will kill his brothers; a mother will kill 20
her daughter, and a daughter her mother. A daughter-in-law will kill
her mother-in-law, and a mother-in-law will kill her daughter-in-law.5’

49 This people will do evil deeds, as I have told you assuredly. And
they will pollute the earth in the latter days when (the end of) their
time arrives. They will hasten | to spill blood. The earth will be 25
plundered.

50 There will be a king from this people. He will be the one who
will hate those who believe in me until their grief during this time will
increase very much. They will sustain from him tribulation and trial.
He will change their clothes; he will order them to put on black 30
clothes, and not to put on white clothes and the same will be with their
crowns. They will be like a virgin who wails and wanders in the wil-
derness.

Woe to those who are pregnant, and those who are breastfeeding,
and are nursing at that time.® 35

Imam?

i.e. Sunday.

That is, ‘war’.

The expressions are from Matt. 10:35-36.
Matt. 24:19.
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51 Know that in the latter days of the reign of this people, weariness
will be doubled on them. They will set guards to prevent your worship.
At that time, I will send the spirit of my power to bring out from the
land of the living the king whom I choose from among those who be-
lieve in me. He will | ride a horse which no man has ridden before him. s
The bridle of his horse will be (made) from the nails that were nailed
in my body which I took from Adam.>®

52 He will be mighty, and his face will shine by it. He will strive in
search of the faithful who believe (in me). All people of the world will
meet him. I will strengthen him and empower him by it. All of them 10
will submit to his authority. I will make them his slaves. And so, you
and all Christians will reign over them seven times (as much) as they
have reigned over you and have ruled you before. There will be perfect
righteousness and justice®® during the reign of your king whose name
is Lion Cub—he will come from the direction of the west. 15

After this, I will, furthermore, open | the gates of the north and
south,®! and release the hidden and imprisoned people there, whose
names are Gog and Magog so that they may have authority over all
people. They will pollute the earth and scatter all nations. There will
remain nothing, but only those on the side of my kingdom, will be 20
spared. What I call my kingdom is you, my Apostles and the Christians
who follow your footsteps, who will be called with you the children of
the inheritance of God. And my kingdom is the holy Jerusalem. For
they will never be able to destroy it. I will not deliver it into their
hands. 25

53 After this, I will, furthermore, destroy and devastate these
people, which I brought out from the desert and from their hidden and
sealed caves, after they committed evil deeds, as I told you before.
Their destruction will be between mountains and seas. They will perish
there quickly. 30

Furthermore, after this has taken place, the Son of Perdition will
come and appear from the tribe of Dan whom (the Jewish people) ex-
pect.%? For he will audaciously say, “T am the Christ”.%3 His name is in
vain, and his birth is in vain. He will be nursed in the city of Bethsaida
and be crowned in Capernaum. He will work miracles to mislead 35

Cf. Ps. 89:14.

Arabic Sarq and bahr.

62 Cf. John 17:12; 2 Thess. 2:3.
Cf. Matt. 24:5.
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people.®* Among his miracles | which he will work is that he will bring
down rains and grow trees and from them he will bring forth fruit.

54 Many Jews will follow him and help him in the destruction of
those who believe in me, until he brings together under his authority a
huge crowd of my chosen ones. There will be a great famine and s
drought at the beginning of his coming. Death will prevail over the
whole earth. There will be fear, terror, and turmoil. People will migrate
from place to place, from city to city. He will come in order to be
crowned | at the top of the valley® of Jehoshaphat. The time of his
reign will be three (short) years. At that time, there will be weeping 10
upon those who were rejoicing and surfeiting with him in (this) world.

55 After this, furthermore, the keeper of my kingdom, whose name
is the Lion Cub, will come to Jerusalem. He will set the Cross on
which I was crucified, coming to the centre of the earth. He will put on
the top of the Cross a crown which I will bring down for it. I will 15
(then) lift up the Cross and the crown into heaven.

When my coming takes place, my glorious cross will precede me. |
will come in the clouds of heaven.®® (The Cross) will be in the middle
of my hands.

56 For it is the sign of my coming to judge the world. The whole 20
earth will be brightened by it. Then, at that time, I will take over the
rulership. I will come in my glory and I will judge those who denied
me. And I will bring into my Kingdom all who believe in me, and
make them the children of my inheritance. I will make them dwell in
my Paradise which will not pass, ‘which eye has not seen, nor ear 25
head, nor entered into the heat of man that I have prepared for my
faithful before the world was created’.¢

57 My coming will be in the clouds of heaven.®® At that time, I will
abolish all earthly kingdoms, lords, and authorities.®® I will make | the
high Jerusalem to the Jerusalem beneath. I will roll up the sky like a 30
scroll.”® T will make the earth | baseless. I will cause the sea to dry up,
as if there had not been water in it. And the fish will vanish. I will

Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; Luke 21:27.

Cf. 1 Cor. 2:9, and Mystagogia in Hammerschmidt 1960, 70. Quoted in the anaphoras of
the Three Hundred Eighteen, of Basil, of John Chysostom, and of James of Sarug, as well
as in the Supplication for the dead, see Mashafa gaddase 1957/1958, 134, 177, 206, 227,
and 286, respectively.

Matt. 26:64.

Cf. 1 Cor. 15:24.

Cf. Isa. 34:4.
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cause all rivers and fountains to dry up.”! I will remove the mountains.
I wish to crush them and level them.”? The sun and all its brightness
will darken. The moon, too, will not give its light. Stars will fall.”? I
will set the throne of my glory at the place where Jews crucified me in
the flesh. 5

58 The angel Gabriel, my trusted one, will shout with horn concern-
ing my mysteries. And the great and mighty Michael will blow the
horn from a chariot. The earth will bring forth what is on it and under
it. The heavenly ones and all the angels will go before me—thousands
and thousands (of) myriad, the rd@bbdwat,’ seraphim, and cherubim.” 10

59 All mankind will look toward me, the faithful as well as the den-
iers. At that time, those who crucified me in my body on a wood cross
will know me, that I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. At that
time, vow’¢ prayer will be fulfilled for those who believe in me.

60 | And I will solemnly set my disciples on twelve thrones so that 15
they may judge the twelve tribes of Israel. And I will judge in justice
my people who believe in me. And I will bring them into my kingdom
by my good will and let them inherit the Garden of Joy and the King-
dom that will have no end and that will not pass.”” Furthermore, I will
make them reside with the honourable chiefs—Abraham, Isaac, and 20
Jacob—in a light which darkness does not find and whose brightness
will not be abolished and whose light will have no limit.

61 As for those who denied my name, I will let them, and make
them inherit unquenchable fire, where there is no end or completion,
and (where) the worm does not die.”® I will make them reside in a 25
darkness which has no light.

62 Woe to those who deny me after they have been clothed with the
Holy Spirit.”®

Woe to Judas who delivered my body that they may crucify me.

Woe to them who [deny] me before people, I, too, will deny them 30
on the day of | restitution; I will make them be despised and embar-
rassed before angels and people. And I will throw them into damnation
from which there is no repose or rest. And I will burn them in | an un-

The arbab are a class of angels like the seraphim and the cherubim.

Cf 1 Pet. 3:22; and Anaphora of James of Serug, Marcos Daoud and Marsie Hazen 1954,
222 (§§ 15-16).

bad at is a promise of a gift if the prayer is answered, cf. Ps. 114/115:14.

Cf. Luke 1:33.

Cf. Mark 9:45-48.

i.e. ‘after they have been baptized’.
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quenchable fire. I will authorize on their bodies the worm which
neither sleeps nor has an end—where there is cry and gnashing of
teeth.30

Woe to them who deny me; on the day of restitution I will say to
them, “I do not know you” 8! 5

Woe to those who deny my just ability, I will make the abode of
their souls in the fire of hell.

63 Blessed are those who believe [in me,] for I will let them dwell
in Garden of Joy with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Blessed are those who believe in me, for on the day of retribution 10
their faces will shine seven times (more) than the sun.

64 Blessed are those who keep silent until the day of their death

p. 147 while in tribulation | for my name’s sake.
Blessed are those whom people abuse and mock their fathers be-
cause of their faith, which they believed in me. 15
Blessed are those whom people slap their faces and cheeks because
of me and because of my name.

65 Blessed are those whose money (the enemies) despoil because
of their belief in me and in my divinity.

Blessed are those whom cursed people provoke for my name’s sake. 20

Blessed are those who are taken captives for the sake of their faith
in me.

Blessed are those against whom people tell lies for my name’s sake.

Blessed are those who make themselves poor for my name’s sake.

66 Blessed are those who are sold for gold and silver (pieces) to 25
kings and nations and (still) remain steadfast in their faith in me.

Blessed are those who feed their poor brothers, for they will be near
me.

Blessed are those who offer lodging to wayfarers.

Blessed are those who clothe the naked. 30

Blessed are those who do good things to Christians.

67 Blessed are those who flee from place to place for my name’s
sake.

Blessed are those who dwell in deserts to adore me.

Blessed are the desert-dwellers who live on top of high mountains 35
for my name’s sake.

80 Tsa. 66:24; Matt. 8:12; 13:42; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Luke 13:28.
81 Matt. 7:23.
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82 Possiblly, ‘relief them of their oppressive (situation)’.
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Conversation of Our Lord

fol. 100r  Blessed are those who protect the Christians and | take them (home)
for my name’s sake.

68 Blessed are those who honour (the poor Christians) for my sake
and for the sake of their belief in me.

Blessed are those who visit the priests and honour them for my s
name’s sake, for their abode will be in the Garden of Joy, and they will
live solemnly in the Kingdom that will not pass.

Blessed are those who attend to my sacrifice in fear, trembling, in

p. 148 purity and goodness, awaiting their reward. I will grant | them joy sol-
emnly at my second coming. 10

Blessed are those who light candles on in my churches.

69 Blessed are those who redeem their brothers [and their sisters]
and make their hearts hungry for their desire.®?

Blessed are those who visit my beloved ones, for they will be near
me and be counted with my chosen ones. 15
Blessed are those who endure tribulation, humiliation, and naked-
ness for my name’s sake. Blessed are those who forsake their fathers

and their mothers for my name’s sake.

Blessed are those who forsake their brothers, children, and their
kinsmen for my sake.®3 20

70 Blessed are those who preach my name in all ends of the earth.

Blessed are those who teach the preaching of faith to those who
learn and publish the teaching in the whole earth.

Blessed are those who write miracles and wonders of the preaching
of the word of my books and those who commission others to write. 25

Blessed are those who do not cease mentioning my name at all
times, day and night, for I will live with them.

71 Blessed are those who cry out and pray to Mary, my mother in
flesh, (and) those who remember her in their prayers and their interces-
sions. Their living and dwelling will be in the Kingdom of Heaven. 30

72 Blessed are those who expose their bodies to hunger and thirst
(for my sake) for they will be near me, because I will give them water

p. 149 and satiate them | from my garden, and I will make them inherit eternal
joy from my treasures.?*

Blessed are those who visit the poor and give them (alms). 35

Blessed are those who are merciful to the poor, for they will receive
mercy.’

83 Cf. Matt. 19:29.
84 Cf. Matt. 5:6.
85 Matt. 5:7.
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Conversation of Our Lord

fol. 100v  Blessed are those who despise the pleasure of the world for | they
will inherit a new earth.

Blessed are those of pure heart, for they will see God.3¢

73 Blessed are those who combat the heretics and the deniers, for
they will come near me, and the Kingdom of Heaven is for them. 5

Blessed are those who are killed for my sake, for they will be pure
sacrifice, and will be counted with my army, my beloved ones, and my
angels; and I will hear (their) intercession. And those who ask and pray
to them, I will look and hear their wailing which they do in (their reli-
gious) centres. And whoever calls their names (in prayer) I will cause 10
healing to their bodies, if they pray to them in faith; and I will reveal to
them their souls so they may appear to them like angels. And I will
show my power on their bodies.

Blessed are those who die for my name’s sake, for they will live in
my kingdom. 15

74 Blessed are those who take my body and my blood in faith, for I
will not record or count against them any sin (they committed) on the
day they receive, and I will set in their hearts remission (of sin) and
mercy.

75 Blessed are those who strive for my name’s sake, for I will put 20

p.150 in the hearts | the Holy Spirit, wisdom, and purity. And I will make
them chiefs in my kingdom.

Blessed are those who banish those who speak vain heresies, and
those who stay far from them, and respond to my commandment, their
abode and living will be with my Apostles in the Kingdom of Heaven. 25

Blessed are those who build churches in the name of my prophets
and my Apostles, for I will build for them an abode in the Garden of
Joy, and I will make them my chosen and my beloved ones. And I will
let them into my kingdom.

76 Blessed are those who oppose and fight the deniers, for I, too, 30
will fight Satan for their sake, and abolish his authority from over
them, and I will make my angels be with them.

Blessed are those who (do not) demand repayment from their faith-
ful brothers, for I will repay them good things on the day of retribution.

fol. 101r 77 Blessed are those who bring | to my house tithes of their money. 35

Blessed are those who honour and exalt my priests.

86 Matt. 5:8.
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p. 151

p. 152

Conversation of Our Lord

Blessed are those who make their children priests for me, for I will
count (it as a good deed) for (the father)®” and I will pour over him wa-
ter of life which is in the Garden.38 T will receive the intercession of his
son about his father, and I will remit all his transactions, and I will cut
off the foundation of his sins.% 5

Blessed are those who do not cease praying with faith in churches,
for I will live with them | . I will count a single word (of prayer) which
one utters in church as though one has prayed one thousand prayers
(times) more than what much he prays in his house.

Blessed are those who do not sleep at night, for I will cleanse for 10
them their previous transgressions.

Blessed is he who gives alms, for I will record (them) for him in the
records of alms. I will count one alms which one gives as if he gave
one thousand alms.

78 Blessed are those who clothe my priests, for I will clothe them 15
with light on the day of retribution.

Blessed are those who remember my priests on the day of their
commemoration after they died, for on the day of retribution I will re-
pay them from my Garden of Joy.

Blessed are those who admit my priests in their houses and do for 20
them all good things once every forty days all year round for I will re-
mit and cleanse the sins which one committed within full forty days;
and I will receive the intercession of priests for him. I have given my
priests the authority in heaven and on earth (such that) I will forgive
the sins which they forgive for men; I will not forgive those for whom 25
they do not forgive.”® They are partakers in the Kingdom of Heaven.
They will be children of my inheritance.

Blessed are those who honour my priests, for I will make their
names exalted before my heavenly angels.

| Blessed are those who let wayfarers rest in their houses. 30

Blessed are those who give priests from their money, for it will not
decrease against them, rather my grace will be added to them.

Something is missing here.

Gen. 2:10; Rev. 22:1.

Possibly a reference to the story in the Funeral Ritual where a son’s prayer helped the fath-
er’s soul to come out of hell, Getatchew Haile 2004.

Cf. John 20:22-23.
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Conversation of Our Lord

79 Blessed are those who give their vow and teach the faith to their
brothers, for I will brighten their faces on the day of the Resurrection
more than a multiplied seven times of the sun.

fol. 1otv  Blessed are those who liberate | the souls of the faithful from ser-
vitude for my name’s sake, for I will liberate their body from burning s
fire. Blessed are those who do not let an infidel subjugate the faithful,
their brothers, for I will not let the fire of hell reign over them.

80 Blessed are those who complete their days in austerity and na-
kedness for my name’s sake, for I will clothe them with a great light
that will not be measured or limited. 10

Blessed are those who are flogged for my name’s sake, for I will be
pleased with them.

Blessed are those who take up the infirm and the destitute, and let
them into their houses, for my grace will live in their houses.

Blessed are those who open their treasures for the destitute, for the 15
treasure of my grace and my mercy will be open for them.

81 Blessed are those who hasten to come to church, for my angels
will bring them to their honoured and exalted thrones (in heaven); and
they will receive them on the day of the Resurrection.

p.153  Blessed are those who bring offering to | my sanctuary from the 20
sweat of their foreheads and from the work of their hands, for it will be
accepted by me like the offering of Melchisedec.

Blessed are those who scent the shrine of my holy things®! and in-
cense it with a fragrant incense, for I will scent their smell on the day
of retribution, until both angels and people marble it. And the smell of 25
their fragrance will be with me like an accepted offering.

82 Blessed are those who are steadfast in faith.

Blessed are those who are tempted in the Orthodox faith, for I will
make them strong against all their enemies.

Blessed are those who do my commandments, my good will, and 3o
my precepts and who judge in clean justice.

Blessed are those who keep my sheep according to the law which I
have ordered in the Holy Gospel.

83 Blessed are those who receive my body and my blood every day,
for they will live with me, and I will be with them. They will not come 35
to judgment nor will ever see (it). They will go to eternal life directly
from their graves.

91 This could be a reference to the Holy Communion.
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p. 154

fol. 102r

93
94
95
96
97
98
99

p. 155

Conversation of Our Lord

84 Blessed are those who redeem their brothers from the servitude
of the nuhafe,*? for they will not see the fire of hell.

Blessed are those who always remember my mane | in all their
days.”

85 Behold, for I have told you, my brothers and my beloved ones. 5
Keep | your faith, and expect in faith to see all that I have told you con-
cerning the time of this world. Wait for the later hope which I prom-
ised you, because tribulation will meet you in the world. Strive accord-
ingly. Do not stay at the house of your neighbours while they insult
you and seek bad things to happen to you. 10

86 Migrate from one place to another place. “Truly, I tell you, the
cities of Israel will not be finished (visited by you) until the Son of
Man comes.”* “Guard yourself from the yeast of the chiefs and the
Pharisees”,” for they prevent themselves from entering into the King-
dom of Heaven by the wickedness of their deeds. And they prevent 15
everyone whom they witness seeking to enter it.%® They load people
with a heavy burden.%’

87 Know, my brothers, for my®® coming for the retribution will be
soon. People will be lovers of food and drink, marriage, joy, and
(other) sinful deeds until I come to judge the living and the dead, as 20
has happened in the days of Noah. For they were surfeiting to the time
the deluge came upon them before they knew (it).” My coming for
judgement | will be similar; it will be like a thief whom the master of
the house would not know until he comes to steal his money; so my
coming will be at an hour which no people, even a single one, would 25
not know.!% The world will rejoice at my coming. Grief will be abol-
ished from them. Watch, therefore, my brothers, before the wicked en-
emy comes to you.

88 Watch before the Prince of Judgement, who will not ignore any-
thing, comes. 30
Beware of the wicked enemy. Do good deeds; do not forsake (doing

good deeds). Know that the days of (this) world will pass like a dream.

The model for this long list of ‘blessed’ sentences is Matt. 5:2—12.
Matt. 10:23.

Matt. 16:6.

Matt. 23:13.

Luke 11:46.

Lit. ‘his’.

Matt. 24:37-39.

100 Matt. 24:43; Rev. 16:15.
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Conversation of Our Lord

89 Wash your clothes before you are invited. Wake up!'®!' before the
bridegroom comes; he!%? will come at night to receive him by night.
Do not sleep lest (thieves) steal from you the light of your candles. Im-
itate the five wise virgins. For the Gospel tells their story. Do not imit-
ate the five foolish virgins. These are the ones who did not carry with s
them oil in their flasks while they waited for the bridegroom. When he
came, they did not know his coming. When they knew, they knocked
the door. He answered them, saying, “I do not know you.”'9 And now,

fol. 102v guard yourself. Do not be | blinded. Prepare your provision | for the
p-156 time of my coming. 10

90 Know the example of the fig tree. When its branches are tender
and its leaves sprout, it will be known that the time for harvesting has
come.'% Similarly, know the time of my coming to judge when you
see wicked people—as the Prophet Daniel said, “Behold, they spoiled
the building of my sanctuary”!%—know that the time of my coming 15
has arrived. In it, I will requite each of the flesh according to his
deed.106

91 Know that the Resurrection from the grave will take place in the
month of Nesan, which is Bermudeh, and Bermudeh means Miyazya.
In it, I will save Adam, whom I created in my image and likeness, 20
from all his sins. And my resurrection will be in it. Retribution will
take place at that time (when) I reward every creature. That day is New
Year and the beginning of days, which I created for the world. And
(the last day of) Sunday!?” will fall in it. Know that [the dead] will rise
at my resurrection.'®® And the earth will be renewed; it will be im- 25
proved and beautified. It will produce (much) harvest, and will be
fruitful with fresh and perfect fruits.

92 Woe to him whom I will find at that time denying me.

Woe to them whom I will find turned and departed from, for I will
make them food for the unquenchable fire. 30
Woe to them who mock those who believe in me, for, on the day of

p. 157 my judgement, | my angels will mock them before all people.

103 Cf. Matt. 25:1-13. Actually, ‘You did not know’. Here it is clear that the authotity who
rejected them, ‘the lord’, is the host or master of the ceremony, not the bridegroom.

104 Cf. Matt. 24:32.

105 Dan. 11:31; Matt. 24:15.

106 Cf. Isa. 59:18; Rom. 2:6; Rev. 2:23; 20:13. See also Anaphora of the Three Hundred, Mar-
cos Daoud and Marsie Hazen 1954, 128 (§ 64).

107" Arabic, al’ahar.

108 This theology agrees with an ancient commentary of Matthew; see Getatchew Haile 2021.
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fol. 103r

p. 158

Conversation of Our Lord

Woe to them who make false charges in order to plunder churches,
for the fire of hell will burn their bodies.

93 Who to them who marry (a woman) who is not a Christian, for
they will be an earth which one treads. They will be trodden likewise
in the fire of hell. 5

Woe to them who associate with Jews, my enemies, and who eat
and drink with them, for I will add them (to those) in hell.10

94 Woe to them who mock at my priests and say about them what
they have not seen, what is not a right criticism, for their abode will be
in eternal damnation, where is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 10

Woe to them who mock at my body and my blood, for their punish-
ment will be a sever one that has no end.

Woe to them who cause the loss of my sheep.

Woe to them who efface my name from | books.

95 Woe to them who bring false charges against their brothers to 15
kings and governors of the world.

Woe to the very rich who do not give to the poor and do not touch
their wealth, for their living will be with the rich man who did not give
to Lazarus, in the furnace of fire.!10

Woe to them who tell lies against their brothers, the faithful, and in- 20
vent in hiding bad words against them.

Woe to them who steal others’ money.

Woe to them who eat the toil of the poor and the destitute in rob-
bery and looting.

96 | Woe to them who hear the words of my preaching (and) laugh 25
at and mock them.

Woe to them who curse my priests (who serve) inside the pure
church.

Woe to them who take any one stone!!! from the buildings of the
churches. Woe to them who rebuke any!!? of my sheep. 30
Woe to them who are excommunicated by the mouth of my priests.
Woe to them who violate the orders of my priests, for I have given

them authority and have chosen them before the world was created.

Woe to them who regard with contempt and who despise my
priests, for I have cleansed them and sanctified them of all creations. 35
Their names are written in the firstborn heavenly church.

109 Cf. Sinodos, Amdohrd ‘argd, no. 18, in Bausi 1995, 1, 23-24.
110 Cf. Luke 16:19-31.

1 Apparently, ‘a Christian’.

12 1 jt. “stone’ (abn) probably for amannd.
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Conversation of Our Lord

97 Woe to them who (feed and) water their bellies while their broth-
ers are hungry and thirsty.

Woe to them who pollute their body with strange!!? people.

Woe to them who expose vain matters and hide right words.

Woe to them who are reluctant to baptize their brothers at the time 5
of their tribulation.

Woe and alas to women who pollute their bodies with a sonafe.

Woe to women who intermarry with a non-Christian.

98 Woe to the Christians who come a few times (only) to the shrine
of my holy things.!!4 10

p.159  Woe to | men and women who, when they see my priests coming,
do not stand up for them, and do not receive them running quickly.
When priests are clothed with the garb of my angels, I become with

fol. 103v them. They are the shrine of my holy things. And I | dwell in them.

Woe to the man in whose hand there is thievery and murder. It were 15
better for him, if he were not born. It were better for him that they tie a
big stone to his neck and be thrown into the sea.!'!s

Woe to them who receive my body and blood after they have eaten
and drunk.

99 Woe to those who eat the unleavened bread of the Jews and cel- 20
ebrate (the rite of) the Unleavened Bread with them.!16

Blessed are those who celebrate my Easter, for they will live with
me in the Garden of Joy and the glory of my kingdom.

Woe, much evil to those who kill Christian souls; they will not have
remission (of sin) from me. 25
Woe to them who force people and their children and their brothers

to deny me.

Woe to them who go to the feast of deniers and eat from what they
have slaughtered.

Woe to them who do not teach their children the words of my 3o
preaching.

Woe to them who hear the sound of bell and do not go quickly in
haste to pray in church.

13 Nigald).

114 Actually, “Woe to those Christians who bring corruption to church’.
115 Cf. Matt. 18:6.

116 Sinodos, Bé’adi Qdlemantos, no. 66, Bausi 1995, 1, 171.
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Conversation of Our Lord

p.160 100 Woe to them who do | transactions on the day of my resurrec-
tion or open their treasures and to those who do business or travel, for,
because of these (activities), they will be removed and kept far from
the holy grace of Christianity.!!” I swear by my mighty arm, by my
life-giving cross, and by my exalted right hand!!® that they will be like 5
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of my resurrection. They will not
find respite in hell; no one will be punished like them.

Woe to them who are late to receive my body and my blood be-
cause of work pertaining to their transient property.

101 Woe to them who listen to the sound of violin, lyre, a perform- 10
ance, and the drum (and) do not chase them away or force them to stay
far from the church in which priests slaughter my body. If they do not
rebuke them when they do these (things), I will turn my face away
from them; and I will send locusts, grasshoppers, and all (kinds of)
worms upon the fruit of their land and their labour, (and bring) skin 15
disease upon their beasts, and pestilence and small pox upon their
people, their children, and their wives. I will send wild animals to eat
their bodies.

Woe to them who doubt the divinity in my humanity. The first word

fol. 104r is I, Jesus Christ, who is equal | to my Father and the Holy Spirit. 20

Woe to them who banish my priests from my church and the house
of my altar.

102 Woe to them who join in a feast of the Jews, and do happiness
and surfeit with them.

Woe to them who give their children to deniers so they may nurse 25
them and bring them up on their behalf.

Woe to them who marry from among the Jews and who intermarry
with them.

Woe to them who deny my cross.

Woe to them who wear soft clothes on their transient bodies and 3o
who satiate their stomach with tasty food and with good drink while
their poor brothers are in misery, hunger, thirst, and naked of clothes.

Woe to them who sleep during the night on Sunday and withhold
themselves from prayer, and (to him) who sleeps during its day and is
sloth to read the Scriptures. 35

Woe to those men who fornicate with men. I swear by my holy
throne that these will never see my face. Their abode will be with Ju-

117 Or ‘grace of holy Christianity’.
18 Cf. Isa. 62:8.

53 Acthiopica 24 (2021)



Getatchew Haile

MULEav- : I°NA : LU-S 1 ANBCTP : @0 : NN : OhE? : OY7 ¢
BNt ATéat KA : Rav'l : AN : OAovY 1 5,067 HEITC ¢
H7t: Blao-& : 0fN®-0: o0 : O NCHLLT: hao 1 £OC «
oMy : @2, 87U, hav 1 B FAAN ¢ ha- 1 hav 100 L9146 : @LPAch- ¢
5000t @LIP 1 LavR it aPARNT ¢ OPANS 1 DLPVPaD- : L4 ¢
oLav} 4 1 PAlav- 1 (NGBS i @I Pov-y, ¢ Lava-t : @1FNav-Y, ¢
Ot ¢ 700 < hao 1 9°F vt ¢ OF Al it
103 Anae : PIch-hav- : ORCALNNGP- 1 ARDO-C : e ¢ 109710 st
OLANRY, ¢ AhHHNGD- ¢ HELA 1 OP(: : OAND- : OARI®S = RNaD ¢
100778 : OI°LC : CONG : OPACO : A LOAG i hRI°S : O”TTEFE ¢
0N : FoAaRL ¢ ARA: 5.0 60 ¢ aoAPA : “JAhA : €L.0F 1 OFLAS
Pav- : Aav 77t 1 REU-L  RATH ¢ LA ch- 1 ADAL ¢ Gdh £ Tt

104 0 : NBA: 2 OAT : ADPS ¢ 1407 : L APY it

@ Fhe-7 100 N8I ¢ AT : FAGvF 1 @BOC 1 LovT ¢ OHTI® ¢ Och
1507 2 00+ £ RC1F 1 0498 i

®OLAL : 0T : ROPT « NNL : ONBPO- : +LAD- : ALDST ¢ OMT ¢

TR0 ¢ fol. 104v

NLot: : 00T ¢ AAD : @-0-b-k 1 70 it

NLaL : ONT : LOHT £ 19C : AOA : DPAT : AL : APNS & 4.2 L0 it
20 M8AT ¢ O0T ¢ LOTCAh. @ FTPTC : HEAhD4 102 N : OnC : 0L

.ﬂn FH 103

NLAL: £ OAT t 04-£7 : O FFT : O35

NLAT : 00T ¢ A LA : LFavhy 1 QOA : NN0A- i NBA- = OAT ¢

Lha-7 104 QPN : @158 1 048 : @0l ¢ AdhS- £ T118C it

25105 N LAL : 0T ¢ £2I19C 105 Gich 1 a0 771 ¢ OAATNTA ¢ ORI
N i
Neat: 00T : LHéardh: OLTHhWE: AL PT: Ah: 11T9°¢
NNae : Al : OOAL : @avFLN : $5-0 5 OKCTIT : AV L7 1 09
AR L7 it

30106 0LaL: oAt : Shar7: GCU+F: oW : OL7I% : AdA: LA,
97y it
NLaL : 00T : AAN : @-OE-k 1190 NCYY 2
NLAT : 0T = AANE : WAL T : OA 1AL : O”AFRATY T it
NLAT : OAT « POTCA. : DBA : aPADTP 1 AN A 1 GPLT =

350LA T : 00T« LLTIN0 : ®LOAI® : NAav- : KA 1 044 : AONP %t

APPARATUS | 4 190 For Aav 12 14 101 For @@h™? 20 192 For ne”. 21 103 For we”. 24 104
For r 17 25195 For s>, 32 106 For 7 1.

Acthiopica 24 (2021) 54



Conversation of Our Lord

das Iscariot in (the place of) weeping and gnashing of teeth, at the
outer darkness. (If) one does this, whether a priest or a deacon, (and)
runs and enters church, (the priest) to lift up the incense and the dea-
con to attend, or (both) to prepare and slaughter my body and my
blood, the angels will come and tie their hands at their backs, and cut s
off their necks with a sword. Their bodies will die and their souls will
wander by themselves like a phantom and a shadow.

p.161 103 I have told you and showed you, | O my brothers, all my
secrets. And now I command you that which is proper. Keep, under-
stand, and know that heaven and earth will pass away but my words 10
will not pass away.!!” Know and do not doubt when you see me cruci-
fied on a wood cross between two thieves, and you see the Jewish offi-
cials sentencing me with a sentence of punishment.

104 My brothers, be chosen ones and ready on that day.

On that day, there will be darkness, mist, cloud, rain, severe grief; 15
fear, and quiver.

That day will be distressing; there will be crying, and lamentation.

fol. 104v Be ready for the latter day, | (which is) my resurrection.

On that day, there will be no repentance.

On that day, agony will increase on sinners who did not do my will. 20

On that day, my ways that are stretched over seas and land will ap-
pear.120

On that day, rulers and the ruled will be equal.

On that day, the wealthy cannot boast of his wealth.

On that day, the wealthy and the poor will be equal (living) in one 25
dwelling.

105 On that day, the judgement of rulers, authorities, and lords will
be abolished.!?!

p.162  On that day, | the righteous, who are baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, will rejoice and be happy, and misery 30
will be with the deniers and the heretics.

106 On that day, there will be fear, uproar, and quiver on the un-
godly.

On that day, there will be no light.

Of that day there will be neither consumption nor passing nor end. 35

On that day, the power of my divinity will appear to all creations.

119 Matt. 24:35.
120 [sa. 43:16. Or “On that day, my ways will appear for those who travel on sea and land’.
121 Cf. 1 Cor. 15:24; 1 Pet. 3:22.

55 Aethiopica 24 (2021)



Getatchew Haile

NLAT : 00T : BlnNav- : 9750, : 000 : ARA : VY- : N9°C : LA, ¢
"R LOC L ADA WP ap- it
NLAL : 0AT : AAD ¢ @-(El: 1107 OhQ ¢ OOCDH @ OA NPT ¢ HEW
C+ : hov : PAOCU- ¢ Nhao : $477, « NC1T ov- i

s0@-At: 1 0T : ON@-T° : ANTL : 10L9 it
N@-A-k: 2 OAT 1 ANFCA. : DLAP : NO-Nb-k: =

107 N&AL: : OAT : Aheot 2 ool 2 COMFC £ D0 1 LMY 2 RBU-& ¢
NOLLWYyav-
NLAT: : 00T ¢ L9174 108 @ANTMY 1109 N A= =

10 AT2Y : Cchi'r : @& ENH- £ AR T : HAPA- 1 200 fit

108 NLAL : OAT ¢ Aéu'r t aPARNTE ¢ Nov 1 BAAR : NCHL : AI°Y ¢
NCTL : WPANCLav- i NNNANNEPav- : @LD-0LPav- : (NAANT : HA,
Lm&d : @ L0 NA : NCTE 1 @01 : aoHINTP 2t
NLAhL : 00T : Lha-7 : 79602 : ALNGT =
150LA T : 00T : BO®7 : DELT : ADPAT : O lA: NPLav : avAxh
10«
NLA1 : 0AT : Ahot i OACTH : 1PI® 110 RAt 2 1799° = oAb~
Aeav- : {A : NS« N9°P «
NLat: : 00T « Lho-7 : AV : o0 =
20109 NLAL: ¢ 00t : Bha-7 : HADT ¢ A9°PL LU~ ¢ OHA L@~ 1 AY°
£16U0- : N7V~ @t
NLxl : 00T ¢ A LNP~P : | ANAN ¢ hH : ©AHY =t fol. 105¢
0L : 00T : BT4.808 : A : AABA Nhav ¢ 9904 s
NLA ¢ 00T ¢ B hewt ¢ oo dhé : 0% ¢ @700 : ANA : KN =
150LAL : 0T : AAD : @Ok : ALAPL : 1R : OA LA : hALT =
110 08AL: Ot 1 GAI°: G T : OCTO 5 @avirT7 1 BLA4, ¢
havy s 10wk 2 0T ¢ A SOP~0 ¢ AHPAN 11! @0k 2 @A LA ¢
NAN, : £L£717 : R
NLAHL : OAF : B NA t A ANA : @LP@-av- : §o-Fh P01 NP
30 & av ¢ av’y(1d, f N\t @ 0@-L 1 PoIG79 it

APPARATUS | 3 197 For "~ :. 9 18 For >, | 109For a2 17 "0For -¥”. 27 ' For -+~
hit,

Acthiopica 24 (2021) 56



p. 163

fol. 105r

Conversation of Our Lord

On that day, those who blaspheme against me will quiver and their
faces will blacken.

On that day, severe tribulation will meet those who denied my
name; a prolonged woe will come down upon them.

On that day, there will be no sun or moon, or stars which will rise to s
shine with their light as in the past.

On that day, I will roll up the sky with my hand.

On that day, I will show my power.

107 On that day, I will reveal the place of my piercing, where the
Jews pierced me with their hands. 10

On that day, (the Jews) will see the authority of my ability.

At that time, they will grieve and be distressed for having crucified
my body.

108 On that day, I will dispatch my angels to separate the tares from
the wheat and tie them each into separate sheaves and burn them with 15
unquenchable | fire, and gather the wheat into my granaries.!??

On that day, mowing the ungodly will take place.

On that day, there will be shame on sinful people before my angels.
On that day, I will reveal and open the gates of the fire of hell for all
who denied my name. 20

On that day, there will be lamentation and sorrow.

109 On that day, that which has not happened before, and the like
of which will not happen afterwards, will happen.!?

On that day, | sadness and grief will not avail man.

On that day, everyone will be rewarded according to his deed.'** 25

On that day, the book of debts will be opened and (each) will read
what he has done.!?

On that day, there will be no partiality!2¢ or taking of bribes.

110 On that day, there will be perfect justice and integrity. The
judge will requite in the truth. On that day, (relationship by) mar- 30
riage!?” will not be beneficial; and a man will not be able to save his
beloved one.

On that day, all people will come together and stand naked before
the throne of glory, which is my court of justice.

122 Matt. 3:12; 13:30; 13:39; Luke 3:17.
123 Matt. 24:21.

124 T5a. 59:18; Rom. 2:6; Rev. 2:32; 20:13.
125 Rev. 20:12.

126 Eph. 6:9.

127 <Litigation’?

57 Aethiopica 24 (2021)



Getatchew Haile

NLAL : 00T = Aot : ATPA 1 NCTT : (VP ¢ OLALAM- : DTRT ¢
ATt AL PT: LTI AdALVYaD- 1 (hov ¢ N4 (18R -
OAT : G ch ¢ OCTO : HAZOA : (T 1 OAAD ¢ @-0vE-E: ¢ TO0INT ¢
ORALAD &

sMBANRY 1 ADPP £ NLAL : OAT : BTDLR 1 1427 ¢ @8 T4Am- 1 T
7 i

Chapter 35

1 o0 : &0 A9M.AY : ALHN: NCOTN: W7 F: FaHH . @080,
Qeav- 1 ARCAAU-: 177k 1 ThC: D0 : APEANI° : hav @ L4
10 A9° £ ADAY ¢ AFLA 2 N0 1 APPPLav 1 PVNRY 2 LUS: Dt RS
U-£ : AAON- : WOLTENov- : @1k 41 D0 : 1¢-VF : Hhov : R)Lw :
ONAh = AT10LC 52 ARI°S-: AN : “1LC: hAAP ¢ oNA A ¢
LU 5 AQov 1 GU-: FLA® : hav : PO : 00N = N%A = 16-VT = AR
AL P70 LA : NCSL + Hhae : AVP ¢ 9°0A 1 NCTL 2 AR
15C2: hav : LEATPP : ANCAL : OLRACY : ANDANNTY- @ 0818
GP: AGh: 00 : DO D0 RO 1 HALM&O . OANCT B, ¢
PATI2N0L : D0t (LT ¢ HALLAN : hé-C : ORT40: O” D : OAY
PH :
2 ANav : TU- 1 $CN £ LRU- : HEOTINAL ¢ @0 1 0L : AAd-TP = o
20 A7 TH ¢ AOH ¢ 1600« AND 2 AT 5 OFTAP : ARav : Lhav : vy :
LA : £796 1 (1919 : A9 A4 ¢ TitA i @AARGD 1 Lhov @ hAP :
ALTéIh: G40 OFAR : -iC: LOT2N0: ©P0dPN: AN
Q.U @77 f ARG 1 A@-0A 1 A1 14 £ OOASC ¢ A9°0. 0V ¢ av). :
LAA : PAUNA[ 1] 30 ¢ NS t 04k it

253 A%17: ANANov- 1 Adov 1 R LTA1R 1 007 B0 ON7: B
wi s POTFCA. : | Al : aow/l g1 0 ohdl @ A9°LL 1 NPk ¢
LhlOP : mHNC ¢ h5.A7 = OONO-K-k: LH 2 £O2P ¢ MNP ¢
ON A : HEAPE R 1 OLND-0 : DY 1 RDE: OANS ¢ Akt ITae
1.9¢ ¢ 05NV 5 O : BhlLh : Do A1 i

0I°LC : RIPrlb : OhS : RO 92040 1 LI/~ P : MO0 ¢ AA ¢
AP NP
4 000 : L0 AMAYT ¢ ALON : ACATN : BT 71 ¢ ORI ¢ +av
Lm: 30 : AL4ANI® : @IAL : D0Y : @1TNA : 50 2 HhY 2 LT5C

128 John 4:35; Rev. 14:15.

Acthiopica 24 (2021) 58

fol. 105v



p. 164

Conversation of Our Lord

On that day, I will reveal the gate of light there, and the sinners will
be separated from the righteous, and judgement will be issued on them,
(each) according to his deed. On that day, there will be judgement and
integrity, void of lies; there will not be violence | or partiality in it.

And now, (know) my brothers, on that day, the chosen ones will be 5
selected, and the pure ones will be separated.’

Chapter 35

p. 165

fol. 105v

1 (After) Our Lord Jesus Christ has spoken this commandment, he said
to his disciples, ‘Rise up, let us go to Jerusalem so that the prophecy of
the prophets may be fulfilled on us before Judas delivers me to the 10
Jews. Lift up your eyes and look at the field, how it is white and ready
for harvest. Know that harvest has matured and its (gathering) time has
come.!?® Behold, the owner of the field is ready to pay wages to the
reapers.'?® When they find tares grown with the wheat, know that they
will separate the tares and will bind them into sheaves, and leave them 15
outside with their chaff, at the unquenchable fire. But the wheat they
will gather it into the house where neither heat nor wind nor worm nor
moth will find it.

2 Behold, the time is near (in) which one delivers me into the hands
of my enemies. Therefore, my soul is sorrowful even unto death.!30 If 20
the shepherd is weakened, who can rescue the sheep from the mouth
of the wolf? If the farmer is weakened, he will not enjoy his fruit. A
good shepherd gathers together and keeps his sheep.!3! A king, too, if |
he brings out his slave (to court) and demotes him from his office, who
can reinstate him to his former position? 25

3 Truly I say to you that a stone will not be built over stone. (The
temple) will be demolished | ; even its foundation will be exposed.!32
Also after this, my new people will build it anew. At that time, my
people will look for it. I will forgive and remit the transactions and sins
of everyone who comes to it and enters into it. Similarly, it, too, will 30
look (for the faithful) in the whole earth, from the rising of the sun to
(its) setting. Those who did not believe in me will also look for it.’

4 After Our Lord Jesus Christ had said these words, then he re-
turned to Jerusalem. He looked at it and returned to what he spoke.

129 Cf. Matt. 20: 1-16.

130 Matt. 26:38.

131 An allusion to John 10:11.
132 Cf. Matt. 24:2.
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Conversation of Our Lord

5 He said to it again, ‘Jerusalem, which Kkills the prophets and
stones the messengers! How often have I gathered your children to-
gether in you as a hen gathers its chicks together under its wings!’!133
But you despised and hated whoever comes to you; you did not love
him. For if Sodom and Gomorrah had seen the miracle and wonder 5
worked in you, (their) people would have repented and wore sack-
cloth.134

6 But (even) the people on Nineveh, who were arrogant, will rise up
on the day of judgement and retribution with these evil and despised

p.166 people to condemn them | and put them to shame; for they repented 10
and their sins were forgiven by the preaching of Jonas who stayed
three days and three nights in the belly of a wale.”!33

7 Our Lord Jesus Christ returned to Jerusalem and said to it, ‘Jerus-
alem who kills the prophets, know that your houses will be plundered;
not one stone will be left upon a stone.'3¢ After this, T will make you 15
an abode of wild donkeys of the desert. As I have said earlier, their
coming out will be from inside the desert. For these (people) will
reside in you'37 one thousand years. If my people remained stubborn in
those days and did not return to my commandments, I will make you,
O Jerusalem—after the wild donkeys of the desert (, about) which I 20
told you earlier, have resided in you a long time, after this—an abode
of fowls and owls,!38 for you let that (people) praise in you what is not
my name.

Blessed are those who live in those days in the Orthodox faith for
my sake. 25

fol. 106r 8 Woe to you, Jerusalem, | for what will come upon you from the
power and command of the Antichrist, (about) whom I spoke before,
until I establish my power over you. On the day of my resurrection, I
will reveal and show in you my power and my glory to my enemies.

p.167  Woe to you, Jerusalem, | for what will come upon you at the latter 3o
days, for the pure offering will cease and what is not my name will be
glorified in you.’

9 Furthermore, the Lord Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Weep, O my
brothers, for Jerusalem over what will come upon it at the latter days.

133 Matt. 23:37; Luke13:34.

134 Cf. Matt. 11:21-23.

135 Quotations from several places are put together; cf. Matt. 12:41; Luke 11:29-31.
136 Matt. 23:37; 24:2.

137 i.e. “in Jerusalem’.

138 Or ‘water hen’.
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Conversation of Our Lord

Wild beasts, wild animals, and wild donkeys will reside in it; and they
will trample it. Serpents, vipers, scorpions will fill its centre.

Weep and lament for Jerusalem, my brothers, as the Prophet
Jeremiah has wept and lamented.'?® Weep over Jerusalem; what will
come upon it is to be found written so,'4? for I will deprive its people s
of its kingship, its priesthood, and its prophecy and deliver it into the
hands of its adversaries and enemies. Furthermore, I will let it be in-
herited by new people, who are mine, preachers of Christianity.

10 For (Jerusalem) will be in the hands of this people about whom
the Prophet David prophesied, saying about Jerusalem my sanctuary, 10
“A new people will be born and will praise (God) in it and bless his
name.”!#! This is the chosen and blessed people which I have chosen
before the world and times were created. And at that time, people will

p. 168 have no ailments in | their bodies.

11 I will abolish from Jerusalem the slaughtering of cows, sheep, 15
and goats, and the stinking blood, and cymbals, chants, lyre, violin,
drum, and performance, and words of vanity. At that time, I will settle,
in place of the Jews, new honoured people, beloved sheep, who will
praise me.

12 The sacrifice of their offering will be from wheat flour, for that is 20
my body; I will make it for the remission of sin. And it will be for life-
giving for those who take it in faith. And (in) place of the stinking
blood and charcoal, aged grape juice will represent my pure blood. At
that time, they will put (it) in a cup and receive (it) for the remission of
their sins. I will replace the stinking smell of the fat with incense 25

fol. 106v (Which is) | sweeter than any sweet perfume. And I will sweeten the
smell of the one who regularly lifts up incense before me.'*? T will
make (it) a cause for the forgiveness of sin (to whoever lifts it), and it
will remove his trespasses from him.

13 Listen, therefore, O my brothers, and understand what I have 30

p. 160 commanded you and what I have told you (about) the deeds of | cor-
rupt Jerusalem which forsook me and stayed far from me. It chose
(others) than me a great deal.

14 O my brothers, do not neglect the new law. Make my spiritual
teaching known. Let not your slaughtering be with iron which kills a 35
soul; rather, let it be with life-giving water. Water gives life to all

139 The Book of Lamentation.

140 The expression is taken from Matt. 2:5.

141 ps. 78/79:1-3.

142 Or ‘I will sweeten the smell of the incense that is regularly lifted up before me’.
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Conversation of Our Lord

people by the descent of the Holy Spirit on them. So, I have made wa-
ter life for those who believe in me.

Know, O my brothers, that anyone who is not baptized with water
and the Holy Spirit will not be able to enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven.!# 5

Everyone who is not baptized with water and with the Holy Spirit
will not inherit the Garden of Joy.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Holy Spirit will not be
called your brother, and will not be equal to you. (Such people) will
not be called father and son either, even as he (so) calls you. 10

15 Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not de-
serve to be my heir or a beloved one.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not deserve to
reside in the hall of the Garden.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not deserve to 15
be my slave.

The face of everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will
not shine on the day of my resurrection.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not be invited
to the wedding (feast). 20

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not attain be-
ing Son of Man.!44

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not be coun-
ted with my sheep.

p.170 16 Everyone who is not born | of water and the Spirit will, indeed, 25
be an adversary and enemy of my preaching.

The fate of everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will be
with Satan.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not be able to
see the face of my angels.!45 30
The body and soul of everyone who is not born of water and the

Spirit will be cast into the fire of hell.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will not be called

a sheep in the Kingdom of Heaven.

fol. 1070 17 Everyone who is not born of water | and the Spirit will be a hater 35
of my pure name, and he will not be able to look into the Garden of
Joy.

143 John 3:5.
144 Arabic, basar, not ibn al-basar.
145 Arabic, ‘my face in my divinity’.
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146 These warning sentences are modelled after John 3:5.
147 The feast is also known as 9°0h : 18N 1 €7  or Banquet at Mount Sion; see ‘Dibra
Sayon’, EA4e, 11 (2005), 43b—44a (Getatchew Haile).
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Conversation of Our Lord

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will be under
eternal damnation.

The abode of everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will
be darkness.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will be food of the 5
worm that will not die.

Everyone who is not born of water and the Spirit will be banished
from my grace.

Everyone who is not born of water | and the Spirit will stand on my
left, be hurled down the precipice and will fall in Hades on his face.!#¢ 10
18 Know, O my brothers, the feast of my wedding will last a thou-

sand years period,'4” for at that time will thus be happiness and joy.
Churches will be built from the rising of the sun to its setting. And the
Church will be holy, one, catholic, apostolic, pure, and chosen for my
praise with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Paraclete. 15

The period of the enemy will be a rod of rage!'“® whose news I have
told you earlier. His appearance will be from the desert. During his
time there will be famine for three years and seven months. I have
shortened the time for the sake of my chosen ones.!#® If [T had not
shortened it.] not one who believes in my name would ever be left on 20
earth. (But) there are (some) from my people (who) will not return nor
repent of their sins. (Therefore,) I will prolong the time of these
Muslims to rule over them.

19 Beware of the black children of Qedar!> lest they lure you, for
they are seducers of many | of the people with bribery, (in) gold and 25
silver. Know that temptation will take place in due time as I have told
you. Furthermore, gold is tried with fire and becomes clean of its dirt.

Do not love the world’s wealth. And do not carry in your belts
either gold or silver or copper (pieces) or bag. Also, do not carry a
staff in your hands or two tunics; and do not put on sandals on your 30
feet.1>! One tunic (with) which you may cover your body suffices
you.!152

20 Do not depend on sword-carriers, for I will not be pleased with
you. I do not draw people to you by force but by miracles and wonders

148 sa. 10:5.

149 Matt. 24:22.

150 ‘Decendants of Ismael” (Gen. 25:14), Arabs.
151 Matt. 10:11.

152 Cf. Matt. 10:10; Mark 6:8; Luke 9:3.
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153 Cf. Acts 2:22.
154 Mark 16:17.
155 Matt. 10:8.
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fol. 107v which T have been working in your | midst.!>3 You, too, do likewise.
Demons included will listen to your words and will obey you; they
will flee from your face.'>* Those with leprosy will be cleansed in your
hands. And raise the dead with your prayers;!3® for heaven will hear
your intercession; and the earth, too, will obey you. The angels will 5
counsel you; and kings will fear you.

21 Go to every erudite, sage, and kings—to the people of this

p. 173 world—and convert them to | believing in me. I will be with you. Fear
not kings. Disobey their orders. Preach in all ends of the earth, saying,
“The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”'3¢ Do not flee from those who 10
search for you. Rejoice if people say to you, “You are fools”, for I will
not be barred from you. I will demolish, in front of you, the corner-
stone of the foundations of the sage and the erudite.!”’ T will appoint
you chiefs of the sage until your foolishness rebukes the wisdom of the
wise. 15

22 Know that no one who is baptized in my name will be lost, ex-
cept the Son of Perdition.!>® And no one of the Christians will deny me
except the sons of violence and fornication, because Satan has been
united with them. Enter where kings are; do not fear their power.

23 Endure in tribulation, for I have warned you about a decided- 20
upon matter. People will not disobey you; and the angels will come
down from heaven and appear because of your honour. They will be
help for you. Know that heaven will bring down rain as soon as you
command. Also, when you command the earth, it will bring forth and
grow grass, and bear fruits. All waters of the seas and the rivers, too, 25
are to obey you. You will walk on them and pass (them) on foot'*® like

p.174 on the land; and they will not touch you. | You have the authority to
ride the clouds lest you be weary from taking long journeys while
searching for kings, rulers, and princes, and your feet be worn.

24 Know that the earth will be rolled up for you. And every demon 30

fol. 108r will flee | from you. Idols will fall before you. And high mountains
will fall down under your footstools in fear. Kings will prostrate them-
selves to the ground before you. Rulers will love you.!%0 The wise will
admire your wisdom and be stunned by your miracles. The erudite will
heed the words of your statements. And their hearts will be perturbed 35

156 Matt. 10:7.

157 Isa. 29:14; 1 Cor. 1:19.
158 John 17:12.

159 Lit. “on your feet’.

160 probably, ‘will fear you’.
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161 T jt. “sorcerer’.
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when they look at you, and their teaching will be demolished as soon
as they see you. Astronomy and sorcery'®' will be abolished by your
wonders. And spell-casters will be scattered by your power.

25 I have given you priesthood and prophecy so that you (too) may
give (them) to every one of the people you want. Blessed are your eyes s
which saw me, your ears which heard my words, and your hands
which touched my body. For many prophets and righteous men had
longed to see what you see but did not see, and (to hear) what you
heard but did not hear.'6?

p.175  Behold, I have told you | in advance, for the last will be first and the 10
first will be last.!63

26 Keep all my commandments, and do not reveal (them) to any
one until T ascend to heaven. I have written it'%* in your hearts’ ears;
keep the secrets which I entrusted to you. Do not omit or forsake any-
thing from it. 15

Know that, behold, I will leave you in much sorrow.

27 Furthermore, you will search for me a little while longer, but you
will not find me; and to where I go, you cannot come with me.’165 At
that time, the disciples grieved because of this word. They said to each
another, ‘To which place, where we cannot find him or see him, will he 20
20?” There was much discord among them over this matter. Our Lord
Jesus Christ knew what the disciples said to each other. He said to
them, ‘O my brothers, do not have discord among yourselves over
what I have told you, for I will reveal to you (but) only things which
your heart can bear. Know that where the spirit is willing the flesh is 25

p.176 weak, !¢ for I ought to tell | you much, but know that you cannot bear
it. Therefore, I have shortened it for you. Keep this which I have told
you and entrusted to you.’

28 His disciples said to him, ‘O Our Lord, Our God, and Our Sa-

fol. 108v viour, tell us when will be the end of | the world, which (will happen) 3o
as you have informed us earlier? How will your coming to judge be?
And on which day will it take place?’ Inform us the day so we may be
ready. How will your coming be? Will your coming be as it happened
before (when you came) to pure Mary?'¢7 Will it be by day or by

162 Cf. Matt. 13:16-17; Luke 10:23-24.

163 Matt. 20:16.

164 Or “write it’.

165 John 7:33-36.

166 Cf. Mark 14:38.

167 Mary was announced beforehand of his coming to her.
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168 7000 - 5500 = 1500 EC = 1500 + 7/8 = 1507/1508 CE.
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p- 178

Conversation of Our Lord

night? Will heaven and earth be abolished and pass before your com-
ing?’

29 Our Lord Jesus Christ said to them, ‘Behold, I have revealed that
to you. I have told you and have explained to you the signs which will
take place at that time concerning kings and others. Do not forget the s
words of my teaching and my admonition. Hear and know that as I
created heaven and earth and all creatures in seven days, so will be the
end of the world, in seven thousand years from (the creation) of the
world.'®® The end of the world will be on the first day of time.!® T cre-
ated the world on it; and its end and its passing away will be on it. I 10
will rise on it from the grave, | and resurrect all creatures from
death.!70

At that time, on that day and that hour, all the dead will rise. As a
man who wakes out of his sleeping,'”! so will the dead wake out of
their graves. 15

At that time, I will command the Archangel Gabriel to blow the
horn. Then Michael will blow the horn from a chariot.

30 Know, at this time, in which you are, the prophecy of the proph-
ets will be fulfilled.

At this time, the words of the preachers will be fulfilled. 20

At this time, the law of the Torah will be fulfilled.

Know that from this time to the time of my coming to judge will be
215 weeks.!7? The (time) span of this world is 143 great weeks.!”

O my brothers, blessed is he who forgives the transgression of his
brother, the faithful one, seven times seventy.!’* 1, too, will forgive all 25
his sins.

31 Now, behold, I have told you and revealed to you, and I have
showed you what the pure angels have not seen. Keep what I have told
you; and know that on Sunday, on which I will rise from the grave, fire
(of hell) will not burn the body, and the worm will not eat the flesh of 30
anyone who is in the grave.

O my brothers, blessed | is he who lets my priests into his house on
the day of my resurrection, for he will belong to my holy (things)!7

‘Sunday’.

170 1 it, ‘the dead ones’.

171 pg. 72/73:20; 77/78:65.

172 215 x 7=1505 CE?

173 143 x 49 (Jubilee cycle) = 7007 = 1507 CE?
174 Matt. 18:22.

73 j.e. ‘Sunday’.
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where nothing will be old or corrupt, for I did not create a day greater
fol. 109r than | Sunday.’!7¢

Our Lord told this to his disciples, to whom be glory forever (and)
ever. Amen, amen, and amen. Let it be, let it be, let it be. Glory be to
God and may his mercy be with us from now to eternity. Amen. 5

The commandment which Our Lord Jesus Christ has told to his
pure disciples at the city of Jericho ended. It is translated from the Ar-
abic language into Go'oz. Glory be to him forever. Amen.

O Lord, have mercy and compassion upon your slave Gébrd
Mair‘awi who commissioned the copying of this manuscript, remem- 10
bering the conversation of Our Lord with his blessed disciples. Write
his name on the column of light forever. Amen, amen, and amen.

176 Conversation of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus with His Twelve Apostle Disciples at Jericho
ends here. The rest of the Go‘az version is a colophon.
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Summary

The article presents a collation and translation of an apocalyptic text, which may be titled, Con
versation of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus with His Twelve Apostle Disciples at Jericho, as take
n from EMML 7229, fols 93r—109r. It is one of the two conversations known so far (the other
took place at Ddbrd Ziyt) and, although copied in the same hand, this conversation cannot be
considered a part of the traditional Ndgdrd Maryam.
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