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Conferences

December 13-14, 2007 in Mainz
Workshop on “Language contact in Ethiopia:
Examples from Cushitic, Omotic and Semitic languages”

Joachim Crass and Ronny Meyer from the collaborative research center SFB

295 Cultural and Linguistic contacts organized an international workshop on
contact-induced language change in Ethiopia in which more than 20 scholars
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Conferences

from Ethiopia, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway and Switzerland
participated. Walter Bisang (Mainz) and Joachim Crass opened the workshop
with general remarks on zones of convergence in general and on the
Gurage/Highland East Cushitic (HEC) convergence area in particular. Sub-
sequently Silvia Zaugg-Coretti (Zurich) and Christian Rapold (Nijmegen)
discussed features of the Gurage/HEC convergence area in Omotic lan-
guages. Afterwards Graziano Sava (Naples) and Sophia Thubauville (Mainz)
described lexical borrowing processes in Ongota while Maarten Mous (Lei-
den) gave a talk on systematic properties of verbal derivation focusing on
possible contacts between Cushitic and Semitic. The remaining lectures dealt
with contact phenomena in specific languages or language sub-groups. With
regard to Ethiosemitic, Girma A. Demeke (Addis Ababa) discussed the ori-
gins of Ambharic, Andreas Wetter (Mainz) described contact phenomena in
Argobba, Sascha Vollmin (Zurich) dealt with the linguistic relation between
Chaha and Gumair and Ronny Meyer examined constructions based on the
quotative verb in Gurage languages. Joachim Crass opened the session on
contact-induced linguistic change in Cushitic languages with a lecture on
morpho-syntactic features in Libido. Thereafter, Yvonne Treis (Cologne)
discussed contact-induced lexicalization processes in Kambaata. Debela
Goshu (Oslo/Addis Ababa) talked about contact-induced grammaticalization
on Oromo; Ongaye Oda (Leiden/Addis Ababa) described the spread of a
grammatical feature within Lowland East Cushitic, and Silvia Zaugg-Coretti
dealt with a specific contact phenomenon between Yemsa and Oromo. Con-
tact phenomena in Omotic languages were discussed by Binyam Sisay
(Oslo/Addis Ababa) who investigated the relationship between copula and
focus marker in East Ometo and by Tolemariam Fufa (Leiden/Addis Ababa)
who discussed causative constructions in Shekkacco and Kafa.

The manifold lectures and the interesting discussions afterwards clearly
show that language contact phenomena are of great significance for the
analysis and understanding of individual Ethiopian languages.

Ronny Meyer, Johannes Gutenberg-Universitit Mainz
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