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Conferences

June 18-20, 2007 in Pieniezno
First Congress of Polish African Studies

The First Congress of Polish African Studies took place from 18% to 20t of
June, 2007, in the beautiful surroundings of the Warmia lakes where the
Society of the Divine Word (Societas Verbi Divini) seminar is located in a
historical building on the outskirts of a small Polish town — Pieni¢zno. Dur-
ing the Congress about 100 participants had the opportunity to listen to 55
presentations dealing with multiple topics connected to African studies.
Among the presentations five were related to the Horn of Africa.

Laura Eykowska (Department of African Languages and Cultures, War-
saw University) discussed Ethiopian pilgrimages on the examples of Dibri
Libanos and Zoq¥ala Abbo. She presented the history of pilgrimages to the
two sacred places from the sociological and ethnological perspective. Ac-
cording to Lykowska the church and monastery of Dibri Libanos of St.
Takla Haymanot has a special esteem among the followers of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church and its role is perceived as similar to that of Mekka or
Jerusalem. On the other hand, the volcanic mountain of Zsq“ala, together
with the lake found on top of the mountain, is used for celebrations by both
the followers of the traditional Oromo religion and Christians, hence
Z>sqvala Abbo provides a good example of syncretistic rituals.

Another presentation dealing with Ethiopian history was given by
Hanna Rubinkowska (Department of African Languages and Cultures,
Warsaw University) who aimed at discussing Ethiopian historical writing at
the turn of the 19" and beginning of the 20 cent., when traditional chroni-
cles began to be replaced by European-influenced historical writing. During
this period, a specific type of historical writing appeared in Ethiopia.

Three of the papers presented at the Congress dealt with contemporary
political matters in the Horn of Africa. Katarzyna Hrycko (Department of
African Languages and Cultures, Warsaw University) discussed the situation
in the Sudan, with attention paid to the reasons and history of the conflict
between the North and the South, while Maciej Zabek (Institute of Ethnol-
ogy and Cultural Anthropology, Warsaw University) focused his interest on
the problem of internal refugees in the Sudan. In this country the number of
internal refugees is the largest in the world. Degefe Gemechu (Institute of
Political Science, University of Warmia and Mazury) presented certain prob-
lems connected with the intervention of the Ethiopian army in Somalia.
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Degefe Gemechu discussed the disadvantages of the Ethiopian intervention in
Somalia i.e.: the destabilization of the situation in the area as well as its impact
on the polarization of power between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

The Congress was the first attempt in many years to enable Polish Afri-
canists to meet and exchange their ideas. The event has shown that research
on different topics connected with the continent of Africa is being under-
taken in many Polish universities and academic institutes. Additionally, it
has been an opportunity to show that the number of scholars interested in
such subjects is large and constantly on the rise.

Hanna Rubinkowska, Warsaw University
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