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Some Observations on the Text of Sayp Hasim’s Fath al-rabmani’

ALESSANDRO GORI, University of Copenhagen

1. Sayb Hasim al-Harari: a biographical sketch

Sayb Hasim b. ‘Abd al-°Aziz b. amir Hasim al-Muhammadi al-Safi‘7 al-A§ari
al-Qadiri al-Harari (c.1711-1765)! is a well-known author in the history of
the literature of Hariar in both the Arabic and Harari languages. According to
local tradition he is the grandson of amir Hasim b. “Ali b. Dawtd (d. 1671).2
Apparently he preferred learning to politics and power: he was initiated into
the Qadiriyya brotherhood,’ becoming an outstanding sayh of the tariga,* a

* The following paper was conceived within the framework of the research project
Islam in the Horn of Africa: A Comparative Literary Approach (ERC advanced grant
no. 322849, for the period 2013-2018).

1 “‘Hagim b. “Abdal‘aziz’, EAe, II (2005), 1044a-b (E. Wagner). The nisba-s he is tradi-
tionally given, that he was a member of the $afi‘t law school, of the Asari theological
stream and of the gadiri mystical brotherhood. 5

2 ‘Hagim b. °Ali b. Da°ad’, EAe, II (2005), 1044a (E. Wagner). Sayp Hasim is said to
have had an elder brother called “‘Umar who in 1737 allegedly finished copying a
manuscript of the Ibkar al-afkar fi madh al-nabi al-muptar by ({amﬁl al-Din °Abd al-
Karim b. al- Dirgam al-Tara"ifi photomechanically published in Addis Ababa in 1967
by the Harari learned man al-hagg Yasuf “Abd al-Rahman (see Gori 2015, 79 note 26).

3 His spiritual genealogy can be found in the manuscript Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin Hs.

Or. 10472 (Wagner 1997, 10-11). Apart from minor details, the succession of the

names in the Berlin silsila is practically the same as in the spiritual genealogy of the Q4

diriyya of Willo I analysed in Gori 2012. The only relevant difference is that the Ber-
lin document counts 16 generations between say}p Hasim and “Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani,
while the other text has only 15 names of masters between the founder of the Qa
diryya and the Harari sayh (sayyid °Abd al-Razzaq is missing at the fifteenth place, be-
tween sayyid Ibrihim and sayyid Musafir the spiritual mentor of sayb Hasim). Ac-
cording to the Berlin silsila, sayh Hasim in his turn initiated his own son “Abdallah

and sayyid Ahmad b. Silim into the Qadiriyya. Sayh Hadim’s disciple, Ahmad b.

Silim, is possibly Ahmad b. Salih, mentioned in the silsila I studied and in Hussein

Ahmed 2001, 69. I will carry out a more in-depth discussion of these two silsila-s (and

other spiritual genealogies of the Ethiopian Qadiriyya) in another article.

He has occasionally been confused with the Harari saint wa/i Hasim: see Wagner 1988,

203, note 2 and ‘Hasim’ EAe, 11 (2005), 1043b—1044a (E. Wagner).
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teacher and a prominent representative of the traditional Islamic culture of
the city of Hardr.>

Sayh Hasim was a prolific writer. Besides the Fath al-Rabmani which I am
dealing with in this paper, he authored the Mustafa (in both a longer and a
shorter version) a devotional text in the Harari language in Arabic script to be
read on the occasion of the Mawlid (birthday) of the Prophet Muhammad
and during other religious ceremonies® and at least 6 different invocations of
the Prophet as well as a supplication to God (see below for the detail).”

He died around 1765 and was buried in the Aw ‘Izzin cemetery in the
Assum Bari quarter of Harar. After his death his fame as a holy man spread
and deepened:® devotees flock to his tomb and a galma (a congregational
house where the adepts of the sayp gather to recite devotional poems and
supplications on different religious occasions) has been erected in his name
in the area of Argob Bari.?

2. Sayh Hasim’s al-Fath al-rahmani

Al-Fath al-rabmani is by far the most renowned work of sayh Hasim. It is
often read and recited in Harir and also has spread in Willo!® and among
the Harari communities in Ethiopia and abroad. A Muptasar (abridged

It is believed that, in 1737, he finished copying of a manuscript of the al-Qasida al-
witriyya fi madh hayr al-bariyya by Magd al-Din b. Abi Bakr al- Wi‘iz al Bagdadi
with the tapmis by Magd al-Din b. Muhammad b. °Abd al-*Aziz al- Warriq al-
Iskandarani al-Lahmi: the codex was photmechanically published in 1967 in Addis
Ababa by Yasuf “Abd al-Rahmin (see Gori 2015, 73 and 79 note 26).

® The text of the shorter version was printed in Addis Ababa in AH 1394/1974 CE at the
Matba“at Addis, thanks to the efforts of the Harari learned man al-bagg Yasuf “Abd
al-Rahman (see also Drewes 1976, 176-177; O’Fahey 2003, 31). The longer version
was critically edited by Wagner 1983, 21-52 on the basis of five manuscripts.

Drewes 1983, 71 and 73 attributes two other works to sayh Hasim: the Rasa’il al-yagi
niyya and the Yanabi® al-bukm; he mentions the existence of manuscripts without
however giving any precise reference. The famous Bun fatah invocation recited in
Harir before the serving of coffee is also sometimes attributed to sayp Hasim.

Three of his miracles were collected in Harir by De Santis 1940, 396-7. In those oral-
ly transmitted texts, $ayh Hasim is given a son called Ahmad and an unspecified
number of (envious) unnamed brothers.

Manuscripts and photocopies of a collection of devotional poems, prayers and invo-
cations circulate in Harir under the title Awrad magam al-“arif bi-llabh sayyidi Abi
‘Abdallah Hasim b. “Abd al°Aziz al-Qadiri. They contain the texts recited at the
galma of sayh Hasim during the congregational ceremonies.

10 This was affirmed by Hussein Ahmed 2010, 115.

8
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version) realized by the famous (and controversial) sayp ‘Abdallah al-Harari
points to the exceptionally high position and respect that the Fath enjoys.!!

In the following I first give an analysis of the last Ethiopian printed
version, since it is the one most widely circulating in the country. Then I
offer a general description of the manuscript tradition of the Fath as is
known up to the present day and propose a first hypothesis concerning the
development of the constellation of texts associated with it.

The complete title of the work as it appears in the printed versions is:
[Kitab) al-Fath al-rabmani'? fi dikr al-salat “ala asraf al-hala’ig [var. al-naw‘]
al-insani Mubammad al-Mustafa al-“Adnani (‘[The book] the Inspiration of
the Merciful about performing the prayer!*> on the noblest of the human crea-
tures [of the human kind] Muhammad the Chosen descendant of ‘Adnan’).!#

As one of the earliest ever Ethiopian Islamic books to be printed, the
Fath was published in Cairo'> at the famous Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi
printing press in AH 1368/1949 CE.'¢ In Ethiopia the work was published in

1 The Muptasar alfath al-rabmani, was published in 2014 in Beirut at the Dar al-Magari,
the publishing house of the Abbas movement. On Sayp °Abdallah al-Harari (d. 2008)
and his group, see “Abdallah b. Muhammad b. Ytsuf al-Harar?’, EAe, V (2014), 210b—
211a (H. Erlich).

The long 7 at the end of the divine name al-Rahman was probably suggested by the
exigency of rhyming but it has to be noted that the adjectival-nisba form Rahmani is
not unattested especially in the mystic and pietistic language register. It appears also
in the title of books (e.g. in al-Fath al-rabbani wa-al-fayd al-rabmani by the very fa-
mous mystic author and holy man “Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani, d. AH 1166 and in a/-Fath
al-rabmani Sarh kanz al-ma‘ani bi-tabrir birz al-amani by Sayh Sulayman b. Husayn
b. al-Gamzari al-Afandi, fl. 1770ies).

Thus the text belongs both to the genre of the tasliya (prayers on the Prophet) and, at
the same time, in that of the dikr (pious remembrance of the names of God and his
bountifulness).

*Adnan b. Adad is the eponymous common ancestor of the Northern Arab tribes (al-
*Arab al-adnaniyysn) and a forefather of the Prophet Muhammad.

The reference given in Gori 2015, 73 is unfortunately imprecise.

The practice of having books printed in Egypt characterizes the very first phase of
the history of Islamic printing in Ethiopia which continued into the 1960s (see Gori
2015, 67-72). On p. 119 of the book a quite puzzling colophon gives 1 rabi “al-awwal
AH 1323/6 May 1905 CE as the date of the completion of the book (al-farag min hada
al-kitab al-mubarak), possibly referring to the typesetting of a previous edition. As a
matter of fact, an Egyptian edition of the Fath al-Rabmani at al-Matba®a al-
Maymaniyya had already been published in AH 1331/1912-13 CE (according to the
on-line catalogue of the Imam Reza Network hup://www.imamreza.net/arb/
imamreza.php?id=1550; last accessed Juli 12, 2016) The circumstances in which this
Egyptian edition of Sayh Hasim’s Fath was realized are so far completely unknown.
On p. 128 the names of the director of the printing press (Rustam Mustafa al-Halabi)
and the supervisor of the printing press (Muhammad Amin “Imran) are mentioned.
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Addis Ababa at Matba‘at Addis AH 1386/1966 CE by Yasuf ‘Abd al-Rahman
and subsequently at the Matba‘at Simbir in AH 1401/1980 CE by Ibrahim
‘Umar Sulayman.'” This second Ethiopian edition has now become the
standard reference book of the Fath.

The book is a photomechanichal reproduction of a manuscript copied by
“Umar Sulayman who finished it according to the colophon (p. 154) on the
7 Sawwal 1386 (19 January 1967). The copy was allegedly collated with the
autograph of sayp Hasim himself, kept at the magam of the sayh in the
custody of the murid s"ay@: ‘Abd al-Gawad kabir Isma‘il b. al-Muqri and
dated (p. 90) Thursday 19 sa“ban 1171 (28 April 1758). The contents of this
book can be summarized as follows.

The opening preface (pp. 6-8) contains 1) the description of God’s
inspiration bestowed on the author (i/ham) who started to write his text; 2)
a series of visions of the Prophet;!8 3) the prophecy of sayb Hasim in para-
dise drinking from the tasnim fountain and enjoying intercessory power

(Safa‘a) for his devotees. A final remark in the introductory section high-
lights the exceptional value of the text which can fully replace the guidance
of a master when a novice cannot join a sayh.!?

There follows (p. 8) a description of the way the faithful should pray to the
Prophet (niyat al-salat ala al-nabi) directly taken from the much renowned
devotional manual Dal@’il al-hayrat of the Moroccan author Muhammad b.
Sulayman al-Gazli (d. 1465).2° The main core of the Fath is made up of five
chapters?! (pp. 10-90) which consist of a long, practically uninterrupted series

17 Ibrahim b. ‘Umar b. Sulayman also publisher the Gawdhir al-durar in 1969, a collec-
tion of texts on mysticism, supplications and poems in honour of the Prophet Muh
ammad written by $ayh “Umar b. “Ali of Galaamso, one of the most outstanding rep-
resentatives of the Qadiriyya in Hararge (see Gori 2015, 73).

18 In one of them §ayp Hasim drinks the sweat from the Prophet’s forehead.

19 This extravagant claim is partially mitigated by the acknowledgment that the exception-
al value of the work is actually a direct consequence of the divine grace bestowed on the
author. Presenting one’s own writing (especially if it has an autobiographical content) as
a description of the gifts that God gave to the author is a pious literary topos modeled
on Quran 93:11 and made extremely famous by Galal al-Din al-Suyatt’s (d. 1505) Kitab
al-tabaddut bi-ni‘mat allah and °Abd al-Wahhab al-Sa°rant’s (d. 1565) Lata@'if al-minan.

20 On al-Gazali and his Dal#il al-payrat the available bibliography is extremely abun-

dant: see at least al-Djazili, EI? s.v. (M. Ben Cheneb). The work is widespread

among Ethiopian Muslims, just as it is in Western Africa (on the Dal#’il al-hayrat in

Western Africa see Johnson 2010).

The chapters are actually numbered only from the second in the Ethiopian printed

version, p. 24.

21
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of prayers to the Prophet (tasliya), invocations and supplications: the general
literary model is clearly, once again, the Dala’il al-hayrat.??

The Ethiopian printed edition includes, beside what one could call the basic
text of the Fath al-rabmani, a selection of texts belonging to the same
devotional/supplicational genre. Here is the list of other invocations: 1) da‘wa
(i.e. du’@) al-Dimyatiyya with an anonymous tapmis;? 2) du‘a of Ibn Zarrtiq
al-Burnusi® (d. 1493);2* 3) an anonymous tapmis on al-Qasida al-mudariyya;®
4) tapmis “ala al-Wasila al-“azima;?6 5) ‘Ayniyyat al-Subayli (with tahmis);¥’ 6)
qasida with tapmis Ilzam baba rabbika;®® 7) du‘a nisf sa’ban;?® 8) dua sabr
ramadan;® 9) tawassul bi-al-asma’ al-husna;>' 10) Ratib al-sa‘ada;* 11) invo-
cations and pious texts attributed to al-Safi’i and to the Prophet.?

Finally, the Ethiopian printed version of the Fath also includes other
works of sayp Hasim: 1) kitab bizb al-abrar (pp. 133-135); 2) kayfiyyat al-
dikr (pp. 136-148); 3) al-salat al-kubra (pp. 149-154).34

22 This central section of the work is closed by an invocation (du°#’) to be read after sala
wat which is partially based on Dal#il al-bayrat pp. 91-94.

23 Pp. 95-104: attributed to Nir al-Din al-Dimyati (d. AH 921/1515 CE); also printed on
pp. 105-117 of the Cairo ed.

24 Pp.105-106 (pp. 117-119 in the Cairo ed.).

25 Pp. 106-111 (pp. 96-103 in the Cairo ed.). The Qasida al-mudariyya is one of the most
famous works by Muhammad b. Sa°id al Busiri (d. 1294), author of the panegyrics in
praise of the Prophet al-Burda and the al-Hamziyya both very much cherished by
Ethiopian Muslims.

26 Pp.112-116 (pp. 90-96 in the Cairo ed.). The text is attributed to the Yemeni author
Badr al-Din al-Husayn b. al-Siddiq b. al-Husayn b. “Abd al-Rahmin al-Ahdal (d. AH
903/1497-1498 CE).

27 Pp.116-118 (pp. 103-105 in the Cairo ed.): the text is attributed to al-imam al-Suhayli

(1185-1114).

Pp. 118-120 (pp. 88-90 in the Cairo ed.); the text is attributed to the famous Yemeni

mystic master, Muhammad b. *Alawi al-Haddad (d. 1720)

29 Pp. 120-121 (p. 130 in the Cairo ed.); the text of this very famous invocation is anonymous.

30 Pp. 121-122 (p. 129 in the Cairo ed.); this anonymous invocation is very wide spread
in Ethiopia.

31 Pp. 122-123 (pp. 119-120 in the Cairo ed.).

32 Pp. 124-128 (pp. 120-125 in the Cairo ed.). The text is by Muhammad b. “Abd al-
Karim al-Sammin (1719-1775) founder of the Sammaniyya branch of the Halwatiyya
brotherhood whose presence in Ethiopia has, up to the present, hardly been studied
(Hussein Ahmed 2001, 70, 107, 108). On this tariga and its presence in Batavia, see
Drewes 1992, in Sudan and Zanzibar, see O’Fahey 2004.

33 Pp. 128-131 (pp. 125-128).

3% None of these texts is included in the Cairo edition of the Fazh. Of these works of
sayh Hasim, only the Hizb al-abrar is mentioned by Drewes 1983, and in ‘Hasim b.
*Abdal‘aziz’, EAe, I1 (2005), 1044a-b (E. Wagner).

28
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3. Al-Fath al-Rabman: a glance at the manuscript tradition

The Fath al-Rabmani is relatively well attested in the Ethiopian Islamic
manuscript tradition. So far 13 manuscripts of the work have been identified.
Here is a quick checklist of these codices.
Three testimonies of the Fath are kept in Addis Ababa at the library of
the Institute of Ethiopian Studies of Addis Ababa University:

IES 282 (twentieth century; probably originally from Harir)*® contains
(ff. 4v—68r) Fath al-rabmani and the du‘a’ to be read after salawat.

IES 2670 (twentieth century; probably originally from Harir)* con-
tains the Fath al-rabmani and the du‘a to be read after salawat (ff. 35r—
100r); on f.100v only the title page of the Wasila al-a’zam wa-al-
kimiya® al-afbar fi al-salawat “ala al-nabi al-akram by sayh Hasim.>
IES 2671 (twentieth century; probably originally from Harir)*® con-
tains (f. 4v) the introduction to the Fath al-rabmani (exactly as in the
Ethiopian printed version); on f. 6v the Niyat al-salat ‘ala al-nabi
(from Dala’il al-hayrat); ff. 7t-52r the Fath al-rabmani followed by
the du‘a to be read after salawat; ff. 52v-54r al-du°a al-Damyatiyya;
54v-55r du‘aAbmad al-Zarriq(i); f.55r Tawassul bi-al-asma® al-
busna; £f. 55v-58r the tapmis on the Mudariyya poem by al-Baisiri.>?

Eight more codices are preserved in Harir in the ‘Abdallah Sarif Collection
(Abdallah Sharif’s Private Museum). They are the following:

EMIP 1444 Abdulahi Collection 1024 (colophon of the Fath on f.
169v; safar AH 1168/November-December 1754 CE): ff. 98v-101v.
du‘@ for every day of the week attributed to °Ali b. Abi Talib; ff.
102r-107r du‘@ for every day of the week attributed to “Abd al-Qadir
al-Gilani; ff. 116v-118v Wird al-sabar by sayh Hasim; f. 120v Niyat
al-salat “ala al-nabi (taken from al-Gaztli’s Dala’il al-hayrat); ff.
121r-178r Fath Rabhmani and du‘@ to be read after salawat; ff. 178v—

35 For a more detailed description of the manuscript, see Gori 2014, 10.

36 See ibid. 43.

37 This manuscript also contains the tahmis on the Mudariyya poem by al-Basiri (ff. 24r—
28v) and the Tapmis ‘ala al-Wasila al-“azima by Badr al-Din al-Husayn b. al-Siddiq b.
al-Husayn b. °Abd al-Rahman al-Ahdal (ff. 28v-33r) which, in the printed Ethiopian
edition, follow the Fath.

38 See ibid.

39 This manuscript is thus a collection of texts which comes close to that contained in
the Ethiopian printed version.

#0 The numbering here is the one used by the team of the Ethiopic Manuscript Imaging
Project (Prof. Steve Delamarter and Dr. Jeremy R. Brown) digitized the items in 2011.
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179r tasliya attributed to al-Gazzali; 180r—v excerpt from al-Saftri’s
(d. 1488-89) Nuzhat al-magalis; ff. 180v—181r excerpts from al- Safi's;
f. 181r anonymous Kayfiyyat salat al-tasbib; f. 181r du‘a salat al-
tasbib; ff. 181v-186r Hizb al-barr by Abu al-Hasan al-Sadili;* ff,
186r-189v wird to be read after salat al-subh by “Abdallah b. ‘Alawi
al-Haddad; 199v-201v du‘@ Hizb al-barr attributed to Ibn “Arabi;*?
202v-203r Hizb al-Babr by Abu al-Hasan al-Sadili.

EMIP 1446 Abdulahi Collection 104 (colophon 40v 18 gumada al-
awwal AH 1329/17 May 1911 CE;* somewhat disorderly): ff. 1v—2r the
introduction to the Fath al-rabmani (exactly as in the Ethiopian
printed version) and niyat al-salit ‘alé al-nabi (from al-Gazili’s Dal#il
al-hayrat); ff. 2r-7v introduction and the first chapter of the Fath; £. 8r;
tf. 8r—43r al-Fath al-rabmani and du°a to be read after salawat; ff. 43—
44r Sayp Hasim’s al-wasila al-a°zam wa-al-kimiya’al-afhar fi al-salawat
‘ala al-nabi al-akram; 45r-54v anonymous tapmis on al-Busiri’s al-
Qasida al-Mudariyya; 54r-56r al-Du‘a’ al-Damyatiyya without tapmis;
ff. 56r-57r du‘a Abmad al-Zarriq(i).

EMIP 1447 Abdulahi Collection 105 (possibly nineteenth century): f.
2v al-Qasida al-Munfariga by Ibn al-Nahwi (d. 1098); f. 3r poem
attributed to “Ali b. Abi Talib; ff. 3v—4r the introduction to the Fath al-
rabmani (exactly as in the Ethiopian printed version) and niyat al-salat ©
ali al-nabi (from al-Gazul’s Dal@il al-bayrat); ff. 4v-51r the Fath al-
rabmani and du’@ to be read after salawat (partially from Dala’il al-
bayrat); . 51v-53r al-Wasila al-azam wa-al-kimiya® al-afhar fi al-
salawat “ala al-nabi al-akram;* {. 53r—v Hizb al-‘ahd wa-al-mitag by
saybh Hasim; f. 54r-v anonymous sarh al-tasliya; ff. 54v-55v anonymous
tasliya: ya rabbi salli ‘ala man sammaytahu al-anbiya basir; ff. 55v-57r:
tasliya fi ra’s rasil allah arba‘a; ff. 57v=58r prose introduction to a

Abu al-Hasan al-Sadili is a renowned mystic master of Maghribi origin (see ‘al-
Shadhil?, EI? s.v. [P. Lory]) initiator of the Sadiliyya brotherhood (‘Shadhiliyya’ EI? s.v.
[P. Lory]) whose history, presence and diffusion in Ethiopia have still to be investigated.
The text is actually known as Hizb al-wigaya (or du‘@ al-Durr al-a°la) and is attributed
to the famous and controversial mystic master and theologian Ibn “Arabi (d. 1220). The
Hizb al-barr is the name of a pious invocation composed by Abi al-Hasan al-Sadili.
The copyist is al-hagg “Abd b. “Abd al-Rahmin b. hagg “Amid b. gat Ibrahim b. gat
°Al1; concerning the title gat see ‘Qat’, EAe, IV (2010), 264a-b (A. Gori). The name
of this scribe apparently proves the existence of the title as far as the seventeenth cen-
tury in Harir.

An interesting note is contained in the text copied in this manuscript: the author
affirms that this work of his is an abridged version of the tasliya by the famous mys-
tic master Ibn °Arabi (d. 1240).
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collection of salawat; tf. 58v—62v tasliya; f. 63r—v du‘a’ al-iI'tiqgad wa-al-
yagin attributed to the Prophet transmitted by Anas b. Malik; 63v—64v:
seven short invocations (saba‘at wasa’il);*s ff 65r—66v al-Da‘wa al-
Dimyatiyya (without tapmis); f. 67r—v anonymous du‘a’ a lam nasrah
(du@ galb alrizq); f. 67v du'@ ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani; ff. 68r-72r
tapmis al-Qasida al-mudariyya; ff. 72v=76r Tapmis “ala al-Wasila al-
‘azima by Badr al-Din al-Husayn b. al-Siddiq b. al-Husayn b. ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Ahdal (d. 1497-1498); ff. 76r—77v “Ayniyyat al-Subayli (with
tapmis) by al-imam al-Suhayli (1185-1114); {. 78r—v al-Salat al-kubra by
Sayb Hasim; ff. 79r-82v tapmis al-Da‘wa al-Dimyatiyya; f. 83r Tawassul
bi-al-asma’ al-busna; 83v-84r du‘a® Abmad al-Zarriig(i); f. 84r qasida
with tapmis Ilzam baba rabbika by the famous Yemenite mystic master
Muhammad b. ‘Alawi al-Haddad (d. 1720).

EMIP 1448 Abdulahi Collection 106 (imperfect colophon f. 60;
possibly late eighteenth century);* f. 6r—v anonymous poem: hada al-
nabi Mubammad bayr al-wara wa-nabiyubum bayr wa-nabiyuhum
wa-bibi tasarrafa adam; f. 7v excerpt from Hilyat al-awliyz® by Abtu
Nu‘aym al-Isfahani (d. 1038); f. 8r—v du‘a’ al-istigab; ff. 9r—62v Fath al-
rabmani*’ and the du‘a’ to be read after salawat; f. 63r—v Tuf bi-bhali by
“Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani;*s ff. 64v—65v excerpt from al-Gawahir al-mudi
°a fi bilyat bayr al-bariyya by Fadil b. “Arif al-Safidani (d. 1738-1739);
tf. 72v-85r tahmis of the qgasida ya Tayyib al-asma’; {f. 84r-86v Ratib
al-Sa‘ada; tf. 86v—90r tapmis of the istigfar of the famous Andalusian
and North African holy man Aba Madyan Su‘ayb (d. 1198); ff. 90r-94r
Tapmis ala al-Wasila al-azima by Badr al-Din al-Husayn b. al-Siddiq
b. al-Husayn b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ahdal (d. 1497-1498); ff. 94r-95v
Galiyat al-kurab wa-munilat al-arab by Muhammad al-Sammman (d.
1775); 96r-100r al-Da‘wa al-Dimyatiyya; ff. 100r-103r anonymous
poem in praise of the prophet Ilad Marwa qad badat subul al-rasad.

EMIP 1449 Abdulahi Collection 107 (colophon f. gumada al-tani AH
1392/July-August 1972 CE);* ff. 1v—11r al-Mustafa by sayh Hasim,
11v=12v: anonymous du°a’; f. 12v title page Fath al-rabmani; ff. 13v—
14v asma’ Allah al-busna; ff. 15v—16r Niyat al-salat; ff. 16v=17v du‘@®
ya man yugib du‘a@ al-mudtarr (from Dal@’il al-hayrat); ff. 18r-105v

45 The incipit of the first invocation is identical with a du°# contained in the renowned Sahi
fa al-saggadiyya by the fourth Shia imam °Ali b. al-Husayn Zayn al-°Abidin (d. 713-714).
# Copyist, f. 59v, Ibrahim b. “‘Umar b. Sa°d b. “Abdallah.
47 The title page is on f. 7r and reads: Kitab Fath al-rabman; the i was clearly added later.
8 This poem is also copied in the Mawlid collection circulating in Harir (see Gori 2010).
49 Copyist hagg Tawfiq ‘Umar Baraso.
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Fath al-rabmani and du‘@ to be read after salawat (partially from
Dala’il al-hayrat); ff. 106r-111v tapmis al-Qasida al-Mudariyya.
EMIP 1450 Abdulahi Collection 108 (twentieth century) ff. 2r-51v
Fath al-rabmani (f. 2r title page) ff. 52r-54v Du‘a’ to be read after
salawat (partially from Dala’il al-payrat) tf. 54v-57v al-Da‘wa al-
Dimyatiyya (incomplete) f. 57v incipit of the tahmis al-Qasida al-
Mudariyya (incomplete).

EMIP 1451 Abdulahi Collection 109 (twentieth century); Niyat al-
salat ‘ali al-nabi (taken from al-Gazul’s Dal#il al-bayrit) 2r-3v
Au‘a ya man yugib du‘a@ al-mudtarr (taken from Dala’il al-hayrat) ff.
5v—69r Fath al-rabmani and du‘@ to be read after salawat (partially
from Dala’il al-hayrat).

EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221 (possibly nineteenth century); f.
2r—v the introduction to the Fath al-rabmani (exactly as in the
Ethiopian printed version) and niyat al-salat ‘alad al-nabi (from al-
Gazal’s Dal@’il al-hayrat); ff. 2v-50v Fath al-Rabmani and du‘a@ to be
read after salawat (partially from Dala@’il al-hayrat); ff. 51v-55v Hizb
al-tawba wa-al-istigama by Sayh Hasim; {f. 55v-57v Hizb al-wadi‘a al-
mabmiya wa-al-dabira al-mabfiyya wa-al-ibtihal ‘ala al-da‘wat al-
qudsiyya completed by sayh HaSim on 24 ragab 1176 (8 February
1763); ff. 57v—61 Hizb al-f&’iq fi tanzih al-haliq by sayh Hasim; f. 61r
du‘a@ by sayh Hasim; Hf. 62v—64v; al-Wasila al-a°zam wa-al-kimiya al-
afbam fi al-salam ‘ala al-nabi al-akram by sayh Hasim; ff. 64v—65v
Hizb al-a°hd wa-al-mitaq by sayh Hasim; f. 65v du‘a’ by sayh Hasim.

One manuscript of the Fath al-Rabmani originating from Harir is kept in
Pavia at the Biblioteca Civica ‘C. Bonetta’ (MS Robecchi Bricchetti 5,
eighteenth century):>°

. 1v-3r Hizb al-f&'iq fi tanzih al-haliq by sayb Hasim; f. 3r the intro-
duction to the Fath al-rabmani (exactly as in the Ethiopian printed
version) and niyat al-salat ‘alé al-nabi (from al-Gazilr’s Dald’il al-
bayrat); ff. 3v=57r Fath al-rabmani; f. 7v qasida ili ma wa-qad badat
subul al-rasid (attributed to ‘Abd al-Qadir b. Sayh b. ‘Abdalllzh al-
‘Aydarts, d. 1628);3! f. 10r-v gasida with tabmis Ilzam baba rabbika by
Muhammad b. “Alawi al-Haddad (d. 1720); ff. 58r—60r du‘a’ to be read

50 The codex is part of a collection of 12 items acquired by the Italian traveller and engi-
neer Luigi Robecchi Bricchetti in Harir in 1888: ‘Robecchi Bricchetti, Luigi’, EAe, IV
(2010), 395b-396b (M. Bonati). The collecion was catalogued by Traini 1973.

31 On this outstanding representative of the “Aydariis clan family see Gori 2015b and
Peskes 2005.
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after salawat (partially from Dala’il al-hayrat); Hf. 60v—63v Hizb al-
wadi'a al-mabmiya wa-al-dabira al-mabfiyya wa-al-ibtihal “ala al-da’
wat al-qudsiyya terminated by sayh Hasim on 24 ragab 1176 (8
February 1763); ff. 63v—65r Hizb al-tawba wa-al-istigama by sayb
Hasim; f. 65r—v Hizb al-a°hd wa-al-mitaq by sayh Hasim; ff. 65v—66v al-
Wasila al-a“zam wa-al-kimiy@ al-afbam fi al-salam ‘ali al-nabi al-akram
by sayh Hasim; ff. 67r-68v Hizb al-nir by Aba al-Hasan al-Sadili (d.
1258); ff. 68v—70v Hizb al-bapr by Abu al-Hasan al-Sadili; f. 70r-v Sigat
kayfiyyat al-salat by the renowned Egyptian holy man sayyid Ahmad
al-Badawi (d. 1276); ff. 70v—71v about the salat al-duba with du’a@ to be
recited on that occasion; f. 71v spiritual genealogy of sayh °Abd al-Qadir
al-Gilani; 72r incipit of “Ayniyyat al-Subayl with tapmis; ff. 74v-80v
tapmis al-Da‘wa al-dimyatiyya; ff. 81r—v du‘a® Abmad al-Zarrig; ff.
81r-85r tapmis on al-Qasida al-Mudariyya; ff. 88v—90r Tapmis ‘ala al-
Wastla al-“azima by Badr al-Din al-Husayn b. al-Siddiq b. al-Husayn b.
°Abd al-Rahman al-Ahdal (d. 1497-1498); ff. 88v—90r Manzima fi asma
Allah al-husna by the famous Egyptian scholar and mystic master of the
Halwatiyya brotherhood Ahmad Dardir (d. 1786).

Finally, a manuscript containing the Fath al-Rabmani is kept in Riyadh at
the library of the King Saud University. It is numbered 7480 (number of the
category—raqm al-sinf—218 fa’ ha’) and approximately dated to the
thirteenth century of the higra (eighteenth-nineteenth century).52 No in-
formation is available as to the origin of the item, possibly acquired in Ethi-
opia. The following is a brief description of its contents:

f. 1r the introduction to the Fath al-rabmani (exactly as in the Ethiopian
printed version; disrupted, final part missing); ff. 1v—49r al-Fath al-rabmani
(incipit and initial part missing); ff. 49v=53r Hizb al-wadi‘a al-mabmiya wa-al-
dabira al-mabfiyya wa-al-ibtibal ‘ala al-da“wat al-qudsiyya completed by sayh
Hasim on 24 ragab 1176 (8 February 1763); ff. 53r-55r Hizb al-tawba wa-al-
istigama by sayb Hasim; ff. 55r-56v al-Wasila al-a“zam wa-al-kimiya al-
afham fi al-salam “ala al-nabi al-akram by sayh Hasim; 56v—59r Hizb al-fZ’igq
fi tanzib al-baliq by sayb Hasim; f. 59r—v du‘a’ by sayb Hasim;> ff. 59v—60r
Hizb al-a°hd wa-al-mitaq by sayh Hasim,; f. 60v du’a’ by sayp Hasim.>*

52 The manuscript has not yet been catalogued but its digitized images are accessible on-
line under http://makbtota.ksu.edu.sa/makhtota/8142/1#.V4Umkvl97rc (last accessed
12 July 2016). The pdf of the entire codex can also be downloaded under http://www.al-
mostafa.info/datalarabic/depot/gap.phpfile=m012776.pdf (last accessed 12 July 2016)
The bibliographic record of the King Saud University is also available online and can be
printed out in pdf format.

53 The same text as in EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221 f. 65v.

5% The same text as in EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221 f. 61r.
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4. The tradition of Al-Fath al-Rabmani: some first observations

The manuscript tradition as known up to the present day in Harir confirms
that sayh Hasim’s works hold an outstanding position in the literary
production of that walled city.

The oldest testimony of the Fath (Harar EMIP 1444 Abdulahi Collection
102) is dated (colophon 174v) to safar 1168/November-December 1754, a
time when $zy)h Hasim was still alive. This manuscript is also almost four years
older than the version older than the presumed autograph of the szyh kept in
Harir, with which the version printed in Addis Abiba was allegedly collated.

Two further manuscripts (EMIP 1448 Abdulahi Collection 106 and Pavia
Biblioteca Civica ‘C. Bonetta’ MS Robecchi Bricchetti 5) also indicate an early
diffusion of the works of the sy and can possibly be dated to the eighteenth
century; three other manuscripts (EMIP 1447 Abdulahi Collection 105;
EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221 and Riyadh, library of the King Saud
University 7480) were probably copied during the nineteenth century.

Interest in the literary production of sayh Hasim continued well into
modern times: seven manuscripts containing the Fath were copied during the
twentieth century, until at least as late as 1972: IES 282; IES 2670; IES 2671;
EMIP 1450 Abdulahi Collection 108; EMIP 1451 Abdulahi Collection 109;
EMIP 1446 Abdulahi Collection 104, colophon 40v 18 gumada al-awwal
1329/17 May 1911; EMIP 1449 Abdulahi Collection 107, colophon {. gumada
al-tani 1392/July—August 1972. Unfortunately no manuscript has so far been
located outside of Harir. It is thus impossible to confirm the spread of the
Fath from its area of origin, especially in Willo where the name of sayh
Hasim appears in the silsilas of the Qadiriyya brotherhood.

Analysis of the manuscripts seems to indicate the absence of a more or less
coherent and standardized constellation of texts around the Fath al-rabmani.
Texts by sayh Hasim are sometimes copied together with his main work but
without following any apparent structured list or order. Some manuscripts
include only a few devotional texts attributed to different mystical authors
together with the Fath al-rabmani, while other codices contain a large
amount of selected invocations and prayers copied together with the Fath.

The first well-defined collection of texts is the 1980 Ethiopian printed
edition which is apparently a creation of “Umar Sulayman, the copyist of
the manuscript on which the edition is based, and of Ibrahim ‘Umar
Sulayman (his son?), the editor of the book.

The codex reproduced in print contains, along with the Fath, other works
of Sayp Hasim and a selection of devotional texts and pious supplications. The
claim that the manuscript was collated with the autograph of the $ayp clearly
aims at giving more influence and prestige to the editorial operation whose
background, however, remains obscure. In particular the existence of a
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connection (or, on the contrary, of a rupture) with the previous Egyptian edi-
tion(s) of the same work still has to be assessed. It can be surmised that the
production of a printed edition was aimed at helping the many devotees of
sayh Hasim in Harir and one has to admit that this aim was achieved: the
book is now a well-established reference for anyone interested in szy)h Hasim
and his literary work.

Appendix 1: works of szyp Hasim copied or printed with his Fath al-rabmani

1) Hizb al-f&’iq fi tanzih al-halig: 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, ff. 57v-61;
Pavia Bonetta 5, ff. 1v-3r; Riyadh King Saud University 7480 ff. 56v—59r;

2) Hizb al-wadi‘a al-mabmiya wa-al-dabira al-mabfiyya wa-al-ibtibal “ala
al-da“wat al-qudsiyya completed on 24 ragab 1176 (8 February 1763):
EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, ff. 55v-57v; Pavia Bonetta 5, ff.
60v-63v; Riyadh King Saud University 7480, ff. 49v—53r;

3) Hizb al-tawba wa-al-istigama: EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, ff.
51v-55v; Pavia Bonetta 5, ff. 63v-65r; Riyadh King Saud University
7480, ff. 53r-55r;

4) Hizb al-a’hd wa-al-mitaq: 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, ff. 64v-65v,
Pavia Bonetta 5, f. 65r-v; Riyadh King Saud University 7480, ff. 59v—60r;

5) al-Wasila al-a“zam wa-al-kimiya® al-afham fi al-salam ‘ala al-nabi al-
akram: 1ES 2670, f. 100v only the title page; EMIP 1446 Abdulahi
Collection 104, ff. 43—44r; 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, ff. 62v—64v,
EMIP 1447 Abdulahi Collection 105, ff. 51v-53r (note: the author says
it is an abridged version of tasliyat Ibn “Arabi); Pavia Bonetta 5, ff. 65v—
66v; Riyadh King Saud University 7480, ff. 55r-56v;

6) Wird al-sabar: EMIP 1444 Abdulahi Collection 102, ff. 116v-118v;

7) Du‘a’: EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, f. 61r; Riyadh King Saud
University 7480, £. 60v;

8) Du‘a’: EMIP 1563 Abdulahi Collection 221, f. 65v; Riyadh King Saud
University 7480, f. 59r-v;

9) Kitab bizb al-abrar: pp. 133-135 of the Addis Abiba printed edition;

10) Kayfiyyat al-dikr: pp. 136148 of the Addis Abiba printed edition;
11) al-Salat al-kubra: pp. 149-154 of the Addis Ababa printed edition.

Appendix 2: Sadili texts copied with Fath al-Rabmani

Analysis of the manuscripts shows that the Fath al-Rabmani, whose author
was one of the most outstanding representatives of the tariga al-Qadiriyya
in Ethiopia, is copied together with some of the most representative texts of
the Sadiliyya brotherhood.

Aethiopica 19 (2016) 146



Some Observations on the Text of sayp Hasim’s Fath al-rabmani

Here is a list of these sadili texts as they appear in the same manuscripts
as the Fath al-Rabmani:

1) Hizb al-bahr: EMIP 1444 Abdulahi Collection 102, ff. 202v-203r and

Pavia Biblioteca Civica ‘C. Bonetta’ MS Robecchi Bricchetti 5, ff. 68v—70v;
2) Hizb al-barr: EMIP 1444 Abdulahi Collection 102, ff. 181v—186r;

3) Hizb al-nur: Pavia Biblioteca Civica ‘C. Bonetta’ MS Robecchi Bricchetti

5, ff. 67r—68v.

A further possible hint to the connection of sayp Hasim with the sadiliyya
brotherhood is the nisba al-sadili attributed to him in EMIP MS 1563
Abdulahi Collection 221, f. 58r.

One more remark relevant in this connection is that, in a couple of
manuscripts, the Fath al-Rabmani is copied and printed together with the
Ratib al-Sa“ada (EMIP 1448 Abdulahi Collection 106, ff. 84r-86v; printed
Ethiopian edition 1980) and with the Galiyat al-kurab wa-munilat al-arab
(EMIP 1448 Abdulahi Collection 106, ff. 94r-95v) which clearly indicate a
connection with the tariga al-Halwatiyya-Sammaniyya.

The issue of a possible multi-affiliation of szyp Hasim to different mystical
brotherhoods (a quite common phenomenon in the Islamic world) has to be
investigated more in depth, as soon as more material can be made available in
the near future.
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Summary

The paper focuses on the text of sayh Hasim’s Fath al-rabmani, a famous work of the
Arabic literature of Harir, analyzing its so far known manuscript tradition.
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