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The Ethiopian Manuscripts in the Kulturhistorisk Museum, Oslo*

TED ERHO, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitit Miinchen—Hill Museum
& Manuscript Library

Introduction

Eighteen years ago, in the second volume of this periodical, Robert Beylot
signalled the existence of two or three Ethiopian manuscripts in the
Etnografisk museum of the University of Oslo.! In the following annum, he
offered further details on three items, based upon information provided by the
museum staff.? In actuality, the Kulturhistorisk museum’s ethnographic col-
lection includes no less than ten Go%z codices, almost all acquired in the
1930s.3

While most of these are—as one generally finds in the smaller collections of
such manuscripts—relatively recent and common prayer books and psalters,
two highly significant items are exceptional in this respect. The first
(UEM35900), datable on palaeographic grounds to ¢1500 CE, contains a
unique assemblage of four hagiographical texts, one of which, the vita of
Abraham of Qidun (1£:4 ¢ A0CY9° : hAR), is known in only one other tex-
tually divergent Go%z copy in the Book of Saints from Dibri Soyon Maryam
at Lake Z"ay.* Remarkably, the provenance of this codex and one of its coun-
terparts in Oslo (UEM35901) can be traced back to the other side of the Atlan-
tic, where they appeared together in lot no. 230 of the posthumous New York
City auction of Charles Parsons Senter’s personal library. The sale description
reads as follows:

The present catalogue was prepared during visits to the ethnographic collection of the
Kulturhistorisk museum in December 2014 and January 2016 to examine the manuscripts
autoptically. I would like to thank Ralfs Znotins, Prof. Kjersti Larsen, and Prof. Gro Bir-
git Ween for facilitating these visits and for their kindness and hospitality throughout.

L Aethiopica 1999, 304.

2 Aethiopica 2000, 288.

In 1999, the former Etnografisk museum became a department of the new collective Kul-
turhistorisk museum (Museum of Cultural History) at the University of Oslo.

i.e. Collegeville, MN, Hill Museum & Manuscript Library, Ethiopian Manuscript Micro-
film Library (= EMML), 7602.
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230. MANUSCRIPTS. [Dionysius the Areopagite on the Martyrdom
of SS. Peter and Paul, and other writings.] Ethiopic manuscript in red
and black on 112 leaves of thick vellum, 7%> by 5Y inches, probably XV
Century — Armenian Liturgical Manuscript [...] probably XIV Centu-
ry or earlier — Ethiopic manuscript in red and black on 44 leaves, 2% by
3% inches, probably XV Century. Together 3 vols., thick square 8vo,
12mo, and 16mo, the first with rough wooden sides, no back, the sec-
ond in old blind tooled calf, the last in rough wooden boards; all worn,
with leaves cockled and time-stained and some defective.’

According to a priced copy of the sale catalogue in the possession of the au-
thor of this article, the lot sold for $37.50 on 26 October 1933. Though slightly
imperfect, a second codex (UEM36096) in the Kulturhistorisk museum ethno-
graphic collection is also rather noteworthy, not only for its age (fifteenth
century), but for its inclusion of sixteen miniatures, thus placing it among the
handful of early illuminated Ethiopian psalters available for study.¢

5> Anderson Galleries, Inc. 1933, 48. It is interesting to note that while the date for the first
manuscript is fairly accurate in the auction catalogue, that for the second is four centuries
too early. Moreover, at that time there is no indication of any sort of Miqgdala connection
to these items, in line with what the codices themselves seem to physically bear witness,
whereas documentary material accompanying the manuscripts indicates such a prove-
nance (‘taken from the Palace of King Theodore of Abyssinia by a War Correspondent at
Magdala in 1868’). One therefore wonders whether such a background was created for
these manuscripts by the British bookseller from whom they were purchased for the Eth-
nographic Museum as a means by which to entice potential buyers and garner a higher
price. This is further suggested by the notation that the previous owner asked £50 for the
two codices, since only a year elapses between their sale in New York and final purchase
in London, making the possibility of an intervening owner who demanded such an out-
landish price remote, not least in light of the bookseller’s asking price of only £7 for the
pair. False attribution to Miqdala is by no means limited to this case, and makes it incum-
bent upon scholars to comprehensively examine codices for the telltale markings testify-
ing to such a claim before accepting its veracity. Upon autoptic inspection, such a connec-
tion is highly questionable for more than a few of the manuscripts assigned to Tewodros’
Midhane “Alim by Pankhurst 1973, esp. 40. Conversely, others, such as the seventh item
in the Ethiopian manuscript collection at the Beinecke Library of Yale University, contain
various indicative markings that render such a provenance basically certain.

Among these are Paris, Bibliotheque nationale de France (= BnF), Ethiopien d’Abbadie
105; Oxford, Bodleian Library, Ms. Aeth. d.19; EMML 2064; and three privately owned
manuscripts noted in the catalogues Sam Fogg 2001, 16-17; Mercier 2000, 57-58; and So-
theby’s 1983, 90-91. The last of these has been the subject of studies by
Balicka-Witakowska 1984-1986; Pankhurst 1986; and Bausi 2016. Other manuscripts of
the same ilk could well be adduced, but such lies beyond the scope of the present article.
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Although such pieces are relatively modest by comparison, nearly half of
the manuscripts (UEM36245-UEM36248), as well as a number of other Ethi-
opian items in the museum’s collection, come from a single Norwegian source,
the diplomat Harald Juell (1894-1980). Between 1929 and 1932, Juell, on leave
from official governmental duties, was stationed in Addis Abiba as director of
several mining ventures, during which time he eagerly sought native parapher-
nalia:

I asked our engineers and their native workers to purchase for me any
ethnographic items that they happened to come across in the different
provinces of the kingdom. When it became known in Addis Ababa that
I was a collector, Ethiopians brought all sorts of things for me to pur-
chase [...] [and] I was eventually able to secure a nice collection. I also
came across many liturgical manuscripts [...] [which] usually contain
parts of the Bible and are written in the old Go%z language. [...] My
collection of crosses, five manuscripts and a number of other ethno-
graphic items are now included in the collection of the Ethnographic
Museum in Oslo.”

Juell’s assertion that individual Ethiopians brought and sold their own pos-
sessions to him is in keeping with the general nature of the manuscripts that he
acquired: fairly common books of relatively recent vintage. Yet it is tempting
to believe that the initial receipt of these codices by the museum in February
1933 (they were officially donated during the spring of 1935) aroused suffi-
cient curiosity to prompt the sudden spate of institutional Go‘sz manuscript
purchases from London booksellers over the next twenty months, included in
which were the aforementioned UEM35900 and UEM36096.

In the following catalogue entries, manuscript incipits are given in ac-
cordance with the written text and without indication of individual scribal
errors or probable grammatical solecisms.

7 Juell 1935, 79-80. I am indebted to Matthew P. Monger for kindly locating and translating
the above passage, as well as some other background material related to Juell. The diplo-
mat’s claim to have donated five—not four—codices to the museum is difficult to recon-
cile with the quartet of accession numbers assigned to his manuscripts, but it is possible
that the final item in the catalogue below, which lacks any indication of its provenance,
also once belonged to him.
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1
UEM33855

Parchment, 13.6 x 10.6 x 3.3 cm, fols 107, 1-12° (fol. 96) + 13" (fol. 107), 1 col.,
20-25 lines, wooden boards covered with stamped leather, together with a
leather carrying case, nineteenth century.

fols 1r-107v: Psalter (4®-T)
fols 1r-74v: 151 Psalms; cf. Ludolf 1701

Incipit: ¥hé : HRAL 7 : OUDTRT 2 ovNav-C 2 HSRAF: T0 : A9 ¢
N0 : NAN, : HA.hé : AN LNYT = OHA $av : o0 ¢ 65T ¢
DPAT 2 OHAINCG @ @-0-F 2 av7)4 2 av-HPIN ST 2 H90aP- ¢ WDt A
M.ANDC : 2790 22 OHMT 2 £701 2 aPRNT : OAAT =

fols 74v=83v: fifteen biblical canticles

Incipit: @@BAP : M.£T : @A : Aov-(, 2 T ¢ AR ANIC -
A-ch = BTN = 4.0 ¢ @aPNTH0T : LD : @01 : OC = L9 ¢
OaOND-{ 2 1YY, AALITTP = @&k A9PANE ¢ A0A = A9°AD :
AlF? : O”ANOA- ¢

fols 84r—89r: Song of Songs (#AL : av3AL); cf. Gleave 1951

Incipit: @500 : aBAL 1 HO-A-k : HAA=T7 = LNOovY, : NNAaVt :
A%V = RE9° 1 APOTN, : AP°OL7T = ®av9Y 1 PG4 TN, + A9°IA- ¢ A
4.0~ = Gl : HFwo-m : A9°N : NATTH : L5 ¢ AP =

fols 89v—102v: Praises of Mary (@5, = “1C.E£9°); cf. Fries 1892

Incipit: @507 : ARMHATY : “ICL9° : O@AS -+ A9°AN : HLAI0N ¢
NoAt : AL 1 &PL 2 A%WM.A ¢ £90H = AASI° ¢ “1H-7 : ®F0-H = A ¢
OLVNA : 71N KT 0304 : AAA : AY : P -

fols 102v—107v: Gate of Light (W¥& : NCY'7)

Incipit: @40, : @15 L : HATHAYT : TICLI° : 0AST = A9°AN : PN
+ 1 @N6dt : A Nevt : O0-CT : NNCT : OAONT : A7« NCY
7t 099G t WO ¢ OOTYNLL ¢ ALt : LN PS-AT

Harig: fols 74v, 83v.
Provenance: (1) Wildd Yared (WAL : £&£°), fol. 61v; (2) Soyon Maryam (A ¢
7+ “1CL9°), fol. 89r (partially effaced note); (3) Wildd Maryam (AL : “1C

£9°), fol. 89r (name written over erasure, with some of his family members
enumerated thereafter); (4) purchased for the Etnografisk museum from
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Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co. in London on 20 April 1933 for £8 1s. 3d.
according to a note pasted inside the front cover of the manuscript and muse-
um records, and accessioned as no. 33855.

2
UEM35900

Parchment, 19.2 x 14.9 x 5.5 cm, fols 112, 1-6° (fol. 48) + 7’ (fol. 55) + 814"
(fol. 111) + 15" (fol. 112), 2 cols, 17-23 lines, wooden boards, late fif-
teenth/early sixteenth century.

P OAPLh BT AENRL

cAf:hae:1 Pt OHYEEOR
¥ ;;;r-‘n%-.;.-;' I RAOANS 4
gALCANA ThChTYSH.
« | ARmCALA  FhELhNR
: &4 UsneHL-Ne OB HFEA
L ok Rne% NS PSR
@ ENEAT R THOEFaUC:

Fig. 1 UEM35900, fol. 25v—26r © 2017 Museum of Cultural

History, University of Oslo / CC BY-SA 4.0 (photographed by
Mirten Teigen).

fols 1r-25r: Letter of Dionysius the Areopagite to Timothy on the Martyr-
dom of Peter and Paul; cf. Budge 1899-1901, I, 50-66 (ed.), II, 51-69 (tr.)

Incipit: M1ae : A0 [...] €L : @ARDT : HP50 ¢ ONC : LEN7E
N: AN : 40 710 2 P50 MPEPN : FT0- 2 LR 2 ARo-ie
Nt 162 % AA7 1T : €279 : N9°Pav- : AALTEN ¢ OAAD-AN : FTPT ¢
ARNT : @FAhT WL 2 C9°F : hav 1 &2 AhI°A [...] NA9° : ALE
At APANP : @AAY° : AOAL : aPFLAP ¢ OAA 1 PP, : L9t avC
Gt : LAY : o900 1 ARICAD- £ ®OT( £ ADA £ 9O TSNP =

fols 25v=54r: Life of Abrabam of Qidun (1£a : KNCT9° : hAR), for 5
Nihase; cf. EMML 7602, fols 132r-139v, though the two texts differ signif-
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icantly and either represent separate translations of two Arabic versions or
an early reworking of one text into the form of the other

Incipit: MN@® : A ¢ OOAL : O@PF4N : PG50 VLA« HPS0: hA
At ANCYI° ¢ A7r0- ¢ AAFELI® ¢ OHTICLI° @ ONT @ AGFEI° ¢ HN
av : FILA: (1Ph : @0t 2 A70F = 9°0A = PLOT 1 TICLI° : A
T ATLI : ARV N0ATP @ RN ANDC ¢ A7LT = 090 ¢ hhD
@ : §RLT TGERTLE 1A AN00 2 NAR 1 ANCTIC : HhY 2 ov
PONT ¢ TN PN 2 aPARTT : 15.0 ¢ I°LC = OAPLE ¢ 101~
A:haw 1 A 00 1 AL P : hav : HELA- 1 ARD : AN ANhC %

fols 56r—-103v: History of the Assumption of Mary (0P& ché. + FANT); cf.
Chaine 1909, 21-49 (ed.), 17-42 (tr.)

Incipit: NCAFN £ A°ANE [...] Nk : BGY : APLOT @ 0T M
MCLI° : hav- : ANCOTN ¢ A9°ANT ¢ OFAT = A9 : 9A9° ¢ "1A4L ¢
-0t ¢ hBOF = OAIH : NPAN: OAT ¢ LK ¢ PTC ¢ OORT : 77
CPI° : AI°NLJ : OhlT ¢ TAA, ¢ 710 ¢ aPPAC ¢ ANav : haol @ @-
Ak AT A A7 : Hh@-C : 10 2 adPAC AN T 0NVP :
TAA, =

fols 104r—112v: Life of Kiros (1200 ¢ h.en), for 8 Hamle; f. BnF Eth. 136,
fols 96r—109r and BnF Ethiopien d’Abbadie 94, fols 22r-34r

Incipit: MNa® ¢ A0 [...] W7k : 1LA : HP5-0 1 ORO-C : POTILA ¢
ANt LEN : A7RU- f AEPEACN : HEAVD : 7hw 1 (C9° : HAAav :
Lhe: WGP : hav: TA®CT: Hh9°0: Adek: FodN -
o+ PCEE : ANLTNT 2 HAGE ¢ P50 : AP 1 A : 09°P : PN ¢
A : NCA LT : Al s aodCh s HENCE ¢ ANEBTPN ¢ H1IH ¢ ~0Y ¢
Nodt ¢ AACL: oAt : HLTT: Tt (NAP° 1 A9°7IN ¢
UM A NG 2 0T [...] B0 2 P50 A0z AP ¢ ARI°4 : AR~ ¢
HeLd : A-t: Ohhl: OATF: AIOATT: AmGdnov-: AY:
ATkNao- : QPP =

D> = >

Varia: (1) ‘Life of the Virgin, Life of Theodorus the Great in Ethiopic” written
in pen, fol. 1r; (2) scribbles, fols 1r, 2r, 54r-55v, 103v, 111r; (3) short note
mentioning the wisdom of God, probably some sort of asmat invocation, fol.
25r; (4) beginning of the Trinitarian formula, fol. 30r; (5) apocryphal prophecy
of David about the Messiah, fols 45v—46r; (6) Trinitarian formulae crudely
written, fols 54r-55v; (7) name of Abba Girima, fol. 80r.

In the colophon, the scribe recounts how he sought out copies of the Life of
Abrabam of Qidun from Bihot ((.éhvt), the Letter (of Dionysius) from Qofrya
(#%C.P), the Life of Kiros from (Dibri) Dammo (%9°), and the Book of the
Assumption of Mary from Ansit (h7&7), fol. 112v; the original text breaks off

55 Aethiopica 20 (2017)



Ted Erho

with the first letter of the scribe’s name, with the remainder presumably once
contained on the missing rear leaf of the bifolium, but a later hand has added
below a continuation of the text in which the name is given as Figtor (&+mc).

Provenance: (1) Private library of Charles Parsons Senter, Saint Louis, Mis-
souri, USA, before 1933; (2) Anderson Galleries, Inc. (New York) sale 4055,
26 October 1933, sold as part of lot #230; (3) Edward Goldston (London),
until October 1934 (perhaps acquired by purchase at the preceding sale); (4)
purchased for the Etnografisk museum from Edward Goldston (London) in
October 1934 and accessioned as no. 35900.

Pasted inside the front cover is a bookplate of Charles Parsons Senter of
Saint Louis with the year ‘1934’ written at the top and the annotation ‘about
1750 written at the bottom.

Along with some cryptic annotations, 2 books £7” is written inside the rear
cover, probably the asking price for this manuscript and UEM35901 together
by the bookseller Edward Goldston.

An accompanying typewritten note describes the manuscript (somewhat
incorrectly) and seems to list the price as £4 10s. in pencil at the end.

3
UEM35901

Parchment, 9.6 x 7.5 x 1.7 cm, fols 44, 1* (fol. 4) + 2—6° (fol. 44), 2 cols, 9-14
lines, wooden boards, nineteenth century.
fols 5r-26r: Prayer of Mary at Golgotha (g 2 1N1F"); cf. Grébaut 1935

Incipit: ANe® ¢ A0 [...] WL ¢ At ¢ HATHATT ¢ PLOF : &7 2 ()
NAA = TICLI° : MAL-T : A9°AN : Aao- : ANCYTT [ HAACT ¢ O :
hav : ROBAOCD : A% : NN : INYT : NO-ht: =

fols 26r-34v: Mystagogia (F9°hCt ¢ 1+%7); cf. Lifchitz 1940, 41-52

Incipit: QA7 ¢ FI°VCT : VO-AF ¢ PLav : HTHFYIC ¢ AR CNEL-
AI°0a ST ¢ U9F ¢ FIPVCT UG 2 hov 2 70 ¢

fols 34v=37v: Sword of Diviniry (1£24. ¢+ a»Ah-t), Chaine 1913, 343, no. 274

Incipit: 1N@® : AWM. ANC : P51 : HATOA : FTIAI° : @7100AL -
HAI0A : ©9° =

fols 37r—43r: prayer called ‘God of Luminaries’ (A“ML.ANhC : HNCYST),
Chaine 1913, 349, no. 363
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Incipit: AM.ANAC ¢ HOCITT ¢ AWM ANNC ¢ H2ANTT : A°H.A
NchC : HACANT : aPARNT ¢

fols 43rv: Gospel of John 1:1-5

Harig: fols 5r, 6r (incomplete), 14r (unfinished), 38r (unfinished), 44v (unfin-
ished).

Varia: (1) ‘Prayers in Ethiopic’ written in ink, fol. 1r; (2) the date ‘9/4/13° (4
September 1913) written in pencil together with some unclear notations, fol.
1r; (3) two chants, followed by instructions for the recitation of certain pray-
ers, fols 1v—2v; (4) prayer, fols 2v=3v; (5) list of feast days for the Apostles and
evangelists, fols 3v—4v; (6) incomprehensible pencil note, fol. 44r. The first two
leaves have significant deterioration in their centre.

Provenance: (1) ‘Arkd Dongoal (2Ch : £79A), fols 5r, 261, 37v, 41r, 43rv; (2)
Private library of Charles Parsons Senter, Saint Louis, Missouri, USA, before
1933; (3) Anderson Galleries, Inc. (New York) sale 4055, 26 October 1933,
sold as part of lot #230; (4) Edward Goldston (London), until October 1934
(perhaps acquired by purchase at the preceding sale); (5) purchased for the
Etnografisk museum from Edward Goldston (London) in October 1934 and
accessioned as no. 35901.

Pasted inside the front cover is a bookplate of Charles Parsons Senter of
Saint Louis with the year ‘1934 written at the top and the annotations ‘#481’
and 2 vols.” at the bottom.

Inside of the rear cover is written 2 books £7°, probably the joint asking
price for this manuscript and UEM35900 by Edward Goldston.

An accompanying typewritten note describes the manuscript and claims
that it and another were ‘taken from the Palace of King Theodore of Abyssinia
by a War Correspondent at Magdala in 1868’. No evidence exists within the
manuscript to support this claim. The note also says that the item was inspect-
ed by the Department of Oriental Manuscripts of the British Museum and that
the previous owner asked £50 for the two codices.
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4
UEM36096

Parchment, 20.8 x 15 x 8 cm, fols 173, 17 (fol. 2) + 2-12° (fol. 101) + 13° (fol.
109) + 14" (fol. 119) + 15” (fol. 128) + 16" (fol. 136) + 17° (fol. 145) + 18’ (fol.
148) + 19’ (fol. 157) + 20-21° (fol. 173), 1-2 cols, 23-28 lines, wooden boards
partially covered with stamped leather, fifteenth century.

fols 3r-172v: Psalter (4®-T)
fols 3r-9v, 11r-17v, 19r-25v, 27r-35v, 37r-43v, 45r—49v, 51r-59v, 61r—
70v, 72r—79v, 81r-85v, 87r-98v, 100r—110v, 112r—114v, 116r-121v,
123r-128r: 151 Psalms; cf. Ludolf 1701

Incipit: ¥hé : NA71F ¢ AL PT7 ¢ O@>PRT : b 000 ¢ NAN, ¢ HA.h
Lt NP°NC 2 LA9T = OHA $av : -0 : &G 1 DPAT = OHA I -
@0t = avyl 2 aNTPINYT 2 H9ROP- 1 1 ¢ RMLANDC @ 29
1 % OHAT : £00 : aOAt : OAA T

fols 129r—140v: fifteen biblical canticles

Incipit: @@3AQ ¢ 10.0F : @Ad>f-av- ¢ Hav-(), 2 b : 70 h ¢ AR“IAN
G 2 OFch : HTONA = 64O : @aPOTH0T : LD : @0 : OhC = 4
Sh t @aPO®-L ¢ hYY 1 AAL TP = Ok« A9 ANY ¢ OANLANHL =
A9°AN : AlM? : OAMLOA- =

fols 142r—148v: Song of Songs (3N : av3AL); cf. Gleave 1951

Incipit: @PBAL : aPPAL : HO-Ak : HAAT"7 = BLNOavY, : (Ndav T :
A%V~ = RS9° : APOTD, 1 A9°0L7T = ®av9 : PG4T, « A9°ha-: A
4@~ = 0§l « T @-m : N9°0 = NATTH : LTV : AGPe-h =

fols 149r—154r: Gate of Light (Wi¥a : NCT'7)

Incipit: QM@ = A0 [...] @AI°H : 7R hG : @507 : AATNATY « “ICE
g° # PLNF 1 @N60T : AN ¢ OO-CHF : NNCT : OAOANT : Wi
A NCY7 : @0%CT) : MLOT : TI1LL ¢ avANT PN 1 PGAT

fols 155r-156r: chant before reciting the Praises of Mary for Monday; cf.
BnF Eth. 9, fol. 161 and EMML 2010, fol. 200r

Incipit: 7@F7  9°0A : &Aht ¢ AMANDC @ TR AT ¢ HIP°C : HAF
& hRAL 1 ARAGT = OFRALT ¢ ARAGT ¢ SAAD : oSach-
01 : ARNLAT ¢ A.000 : NCOPN ¢

fols 156r-157v: Praises of Mary (@50, : "1C.£9°), reading for Monday;
cf. Fries 1892, 32-34
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Incipit: ®AY°H : 78 MG ¢ @507 : ARTHATT ¢ “ICEI° : OAS Tt A
oAn [..] @50 : M08 L.PL : A°MLA : £90B : ARSI : hlkT1: @
+0-H : A 2 @PV0A 2 70 2 BN 2 00704 2 0N 2 PI0A- 2 O9°h
b e

fols 157v—158r: chant before reciting the Praises of Mary for Tuesday;
of. BnF Eth. 9, fol. 162 and EMML 2010, fol. 203r

Incipit: H9°@ : NwAN = 50 : “ILT = ¢9° : WTF 2% 2 NCOTN = ANC
U : A0AT : avAh D ¢ ASAT =

fols 158r—160r: Praises of Mary (@50 : *1C.£9°), reading for Tuesday;
cf. Fries 1892, 34-37

Incipit: @40, ¢ APA-N : ANAA = °NhYT : @avwl, : TR ' D 177
CELI° « &7 « K71« ®ALA « AT : HAIHL.ANAC « PA : HNT : O
At OR7T : av ey by s

fols 160rv: chant before reciting the Praises of Mary for Wednesday; cf.
BnF Eth. 9, fol. 163 and EMML 2010, fol. 203v

Incipit: H9°C@ ¢ 040 ¢ Léorche t OLTTPR : KA 2 ©717P 1 AR
HANhC 2 60257 : A= : LI, :

fols 160v—163r: Praises of Mary (@50, ¢ "1C.£9°), reading for Wednes-
day; cf. Fries 1892, 3741

Incipit: @40 ¢ 04&0+0 : WA ¢ &Pt 2 A77.0T ¢ LA 2 N00T : A7
o MICEP N7 57 4N PG =

fols 163rv: chant before reciting the Praises of Mary for Thursday; cf.
BnF Eth. 9, fol. 163v and EMML 2010, fol. 204v

Incipit: HI°C = 1V1av-0 = OVON ¢ AGRETE : TALE : AI°Lh : TP
A+t AAOLY : A7 RN 2 10 ALkt

fols 163v—166r: Praises of Mary (@50 : "1C.£9°), reading for Thursday;
cf. Fries 1892, 4145

Incipit: @50 : 179ov-0: 66 ¢ A7F : CAP & oo : 072 ¢ A4t : @0
A2 149° ¢ OhOAREY ¢ hA®%  Fav0d 1 TICLT° : LT 1 HATN
A Che0 s HFONA £ A9°8Y « PA: A s

fols 166rv: chant before reciting the Praises of Mary for Friday; cf. BnF
Eth. 9, fol. 164 and EMML 2010, fol. 206r

Incipit: HI°@ : 10CN : NA“T7 : OVNN- : CANS : ALY : CAN : HO-A
A 2 lav 1 av &Y« KR P00 NCOTN : A“MHLAY =
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fols 166v—168r: Praises of Mary (@50 : “1C.£9°), reading for Friday; cf.
Fries 1892, 4548

Incipit: @40, : N0CN = FCT : A7 2 RPPRINE : OF4N: G6 1 h
CroN ¢ ATICLI° + 7790 + @AST : A9°AN : HAZ0A : Clith : wl
Ay AN,  Oh? : AL P -

fols 168r-169r: chant before reciting the Praises of Mary for Saturday;
cf. BnF Eth. 9, fol. 165 and EMML 2010, fol. 206v

Incipit: H#°@ = OPS7Lt = 20 =2 V07 2 Goh 2 ATFAEY : 00 710
9°C : AN°h : P50 =

fols 169r—170r: Praises of Mary (@50, : 1C.£9°), reading for Saturday;
cf. Fries 1892, 48-50

Incipit: @50, ¢ QOO : ALU-L = TR T ¢ ONCYT : OV 0T ¢ @
-cht : ik =

fols 170r-171r: hymn in honour of Jesus Christ, for Sunday; cf. BnF
Eth. 9

Incipit: H°C  NOAT = Ach-& : 1020 ¢ A7109°P : AP : AA“ILA
¢ ALMN: NCAFN : CLAL = &Jh 1 RI°A0NS ¢ aPANL 1 "I A
I

fols 171r=172v: Praises of Mary (@5 : ™1C.£9°), reading for Sunday;
cf. Fries 1892, 29-32

Incipit: @40, ¢ A70F ¢ NCO-ELT : Fwavh, : GPCF 2 ACHT £ A
PRI : A7 @Ak 5V 2 pav 2 R RO 8 s LN
+$5.07% =

fol. 172v: hymn for Mary, for Monday, mutilous; cf. Munich, Bayer-
ische Staatsbibliothek, Cod.aeth.1, fol. 212v

Incipit: @50, ¢ MA-L : 4P L : A9°AN : OWI°L : ThO : 107+ ¢ hov :
LI 1 P°LC : OATL ¢ HAL1I°C 1 4L ¢ 71D, ¢ @0 119°C : @
O« hei, « QAN ¢ AT PLAT = ARTHATY ¢ (1407 ¢ £ach-h.
®0P5-47 1 LEL (N, =

Hlustrations: (1) King David, fol. 2v; (2) Peter, leader of the Apostles, fol. 10v;
(3) the Apostle Andrew, fol. 18v; (4) the Apostle James, fol. 26v; (5) the Apos-
tle John, fol. 36v; (6) the Apostle Philip, fol. 44v; (7) the Apostle Bartholomew,
fol. 50v; (8) the Apostle Thomas, fol. 60v; (9) the Evangelist Matthew, fol. 71v;
(10) the Apostle Thaddeus, fol. 80v; (11) the Apostle Nathaniel, fol. 86v; (12)
the Apostle James, son of Alphaeus, fol. 99v; (13) the Apostle Matthias, fol.
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111v; (14) the Apostle James, the brother of Jesus, fol. 115v; (15) Stephen, lead-
er of the deacons, fol. 122v; (16) King Solomon, fol. 141v.

Harig: fols 3r, 11r, 19x, 271, 37, 81r, 871, 112r, 1231, 1291, 149r.

Varia: (1) the notation ‘LALQ2’ and the price of ‘€10’ marked in pencil, fol. 1r;
(2) crude drawing, partially coloured, imitating the style of the following min-
iatures, fol. 1v; (3) short plea for understanding incorporating Pss. 12:4 and
144:15, fol. 2r; (4) ownership note of Amdi Mika’el (A9°£ ¢ “LhiA) with an
admonition against the theft of the manuscript, fol. 2r; (5) prayer for Sext,
acephalous, fol. 111r.

Blank: fols 10r, 18r, 26r, 36r, 44r, 50r, 60r, 71r, 80r, 86r, 99r, 115r, 1221, 128V,
141r, 154v, 173rv.

Provenance: (1) Amdi Mika’el (A9°£ : “LhkA), fol. 2r; (2) Luzac & Co.
(London), until October 1934; (3) purchased for the Etnografisk museum
from Luzac & Co. in October 1934 and accessioned as no. 36096.

5
UEM36245

Parchment, 14.4 x 11.1 x 2.7 cm, fols 95, 1* (fol. 4) + 2'° (fol. 14) + 3% (fol. 26)
+ 4-9" (fol. 86) + 10’ (fol. 95), 2 cols, 11-13 lines, wooden boards covered
with stamped leather, together with a leather carrying case, early twentieth
century.

fols 5r-16v: Mystagogia (T9°C-T ¢ U+9-T); cf. Lifchitz 1940, 41-52

Incipit: VA7 ¢ FI°MCT : W% 2 PLav 2 BPTHFVIC + AR CH e 6
& AF°O0TT AT = AFIPVCT  UH9TA = hoo G =

fols 17r-31v: Prayer of the Covenant (5% : H11V); cf. Dillmann 1866, 46—
50

Incipit: .47  H7°W : HPICEC a0 : APCEF : P50 1 ANMANMC ¢
P50 DPA : PGN : MEO- : HA LoPO-F ¢ HTOAL : ATIC LI =

fols 31v=38r: prayer called ‘God of Luminaries’ (A“M.AMNhC ¢ HNCTTTF),
Chaine 1913, 349, no. 363

Incipit: A“M.ANC : FNCT T : AMANDC ¢ H2ANG T ¢ AM.A
A C : HACANT : avARD} :

fols 38v—45r: litanical prayer
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Incipit: A7t ¢ PL£AF : AATIPT : A4o0 ¢ TOF-P~0 : hav 1 AHAN
A C : LOTAAGPY : 1¥1VA : HAV- =
fols 45v—47v: introductory prayer to the Anaphora of Our Lord

Incipit: 0A"7£ : CUA- ¢ AoV~ : A® : PA- = 1AL : AT : OATT -
N9°h : AR 7hYT : ®LOPCT : APy =

fols 48r—60r: Anaphora of Our Lord (hhebt: ¢~CO7 : HAMLAY); the
communion prayer ‘@4l ¢ P50 1 G0 2 2200 : HASFTIC is included
on fols 57v—58r (cf. Brightman 1896, 241)

Incipit: Alte-b-t : ~CO7 : HAMLAY : AL00 : DCOFO [...] PADTh «
A9°AN : P50 = LA : 160 ¢

fols 60r—64v: prayer called ‘Absolution of the Son’ (%t : HOAL)

Incipit: &F ¢ chl ¢ HOAL : A°MLA ¢ A°MLA : AL00 : NCOFN 2 OA
£ 1PV : A AMANDC : AN ¢

fols 65r—76r: introduction to the Miracles of Mary

Incipit: ANav : A0 [...] W7k : aOF dhé. : 2CHT = HOR A : RavTC ¢
TCEN : hPCE : gy VGNP =

fols 76r—81v: introductory exhortation for reading the miracles

Incipit: QAa® = A0 [...] AF°0" = K19Vnov- : ADO-P : @-4-L: (T : N
COLE7 : RN ANMC : BOChHav- ¢

fols 81v—85r: hymn to Mary, Chaine 1913, 348, no. 336

Incipit: ANE ¢ AN, ¢ ARDNTP ¢ TICLT° ¢ L7\ ADhS ¢ ZLP :
wlAY- 1 RO 2 AN, 2 ARTHAES @ TICLI° ¢ 1NN Aove-P N
Lt ACch- ¢

fols 85r—88r: first miracle of Mary, about the peasant who complained to
Mary because she did not reply to his “‘Hail Mary’; cf. Budge 1900, 13-14

Incipit: ALY : ARTHATY : “ICLI° : PLOTF 1 79N [...] OUA ¢
BNAN : 10¢-P : HPLPL : ARMHATY : ICLI° : @AY : A9°AN = N
M- 2 AF : @POTC : R700 1 AA%7 £ AdA £ O-E: : ACH : @10 ¢

fols 88r-91r: second miracle of Mary, about the pious Hebrew from Akh-
mim; cf. Budge 1900, 14

Incipit: ALY ¢ ARTHATT : TICLI° : L77°A [...] ©UA= : BOAN, ¢
0P : V4 : ANTLY° : HELPL : ARTHATY ¢ “ICLI° : MAS A :

Aethiopica 20 (2017) 62



The Ethiopian Manuscripts in the Kulturhistorisk Museum, Oslo

A%°AN : AP CO: Ak : OALACHA: HNL: N1 : A9°A%U-:
CY T .

fols 91r—94r: third miracle of Mary, about the monastic scribe Damianus; cf.
Budge 1900, 15

Incipit: TA9°&Y : ARMHATT ¢ TICLI° [...] VA= Bavypn : HETN
C: W LARNEN 2 Hhav- ¢ L9 TN : HELPL- : ARTHAY « 77
CP9° : WAS.T: A9°AN : A%709°F : AN : @LAAD : A= DA
e

Varia: pen note that the ornate carrying case was 12 barr, fol. 1r.
Blank: fols 1v—4v, 94v—95v.

Provenance: (1) the places for the owner’s name are predominantly unfilled,
but effaced on fols 93v—94r; (2) acquired by Harald Juell in Ethiopia between
1929 and 1932; (3) exhibited in 1933 at the Etnografisk museum in Oslo; (4)
donated by Harald Juell to the Etnografisk museum in spring 1935 (cf. pencil
note on fol. 1r) and accessioned as no. 36245.

6
UEM36246

Parchment, 20.3 x 15.1 x 4.3 cm, fols 128, 1% (fol. 2) + 2-6'° (fol. 52) + 7° (fol.
60) + 8-13'° (fol. 120) + 14° (fol. 128), 2 cols, 14 lines, wooden boards covered
with stamped leather, early twentieth century.

fols 3r-123v: Gospel of John (@7LA = HE-h’20); cf. Wechsler 2005

Incipit: NMACt : ANt 145 L&A T4 : Nvah-t : 70 : OA
L NL%PA[...] PS7L- : PO : @Ak : OO-R-k: POz 710 A%NNA
NhC : @4l &

Harig: fol. 3r
Blank: fols 1v—2v, 124r-128yv.

Provenance: (1) name of Ethiopian owner effaced, fol. 3r; (2) acquired by Har-
ald Juell in Ethiopia between 1929 and 1932; (3) exhibited in 1933 at the
Etnografisk museum in Oslo; (4) donated by Harald Juell to the Etnografisk
museum in spring 1935 (cf. pencil note on fol. 1r) and accessioned as no.
36246.
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7
UEM36247

Parchment, 13.5 x 9.5 x 4.3 cm, fols 109, 17 (fol. 2) + 2° (fol. 10) + 3-5'° (fol. 40)
+6° (fol. 48) + 7' (fol. 58) + 8-10° (fol. 82) + 11'° (fol. 92) + 12° (fol. 100) + 13°
(fol. 105) + 14* (fol. 109), 1-2 cols, 18-23 lines, wooden boards, with leather
carrying case, late nineteenth/early twentieth century.

fols 3r-106r: Dagg“a (&%)

Incipit: 18000 ¢ A7 : ¢ 1 HDAON ¢ FhI°C : OTho-C: P&
av : RAMANDC ¢ A0, 2 VAT LAY : @0 CAO 2 908 Qoo -
Al : AHOch « achy, : A7A06 : NLhth =

(fols 3r—31v: first series for Maskdram to Hadar; fols 31v—60r: second
series for Tahsas to Yakkatit; fols 60r—106r: third series for Easter and
the second half of the year)

fols 106r-109r: chants (A7¢a ¢ 78.2); cf. Velat 1966, 255-261
Incipit: 02 : 70 : AF ¢ Ltdo = N8 : 10 : AL 2 KUIP = Nb: YA 1 A
£:8AMP = 18 : 0 AP : hGho : 1F0 ¢
Varia: (1) incomplete note, fol. 2r; (2) note that the binding was 10 barr, fol. 2r;

(3) crude design, fol. 3r.
Blank: fols 1v, 2v, 109v.

Provenance: (1) acquired by Harald Juell in Ethiopia between 1929 and 1932;
(2) exhibited in 1933 at the Etnografisk museum in Oslo; (3) donated by Har-
ald Juell to the Etnografisk museum in spring 1935 (cf. pencil note on fol. 1r)
and accessioned as no. 36247.
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8
UEM36248

Parchment, 17.7 x 11 x 3.5 cm, fols 124, 1° (fol. 2) + 2-13"° (fol. 122) + 14 (fol.
124), 1-2 cols, 26-27 lines, broken wooden boards, late nineteenth century.

fols 3r-123v: Psalter (4€-F)
fols 3r—96r: 151 Psalms; cf. Ludolf 1701

Incipit: To1"1& : A Q- = hé 1 HAL P77 ¢ OHDTRT @ a0 Hav-C = HY
Pt Y0 2 A€ 2 5000 1 NAN, : HA.ACE 2 N9°0C £ LN9T = OHA$
av : NVl : &G : DPAT % OHA0L @ -0t : avF(4 2 avOrtPiNS
7«

fols 96r—105v: fifteen biblical canticles

Incipit: @*IAL ¢ M4 ¢ OAd=-: : Aov-(, = B0 b 2 ARMANch
C: O(kch : HEONh = 8.0 1 @100 : OLO @ @-0T 1 WG = 49
h : @OOD-C ¢ WYL ARLITTP & @Ak 1 AIPANP ¢ Al = AY°
Al : AM? : OAMOA-

fols 105v—110v: Song of Songs (a3AP : av3AL); cf. Gleave 1951

Incipit: @01AP : a0 4AL : NO-Ak: ¢ HAA=T°7 = §LNOavY, : NNdao-T :
AdU- = A59° : APOTN. 1 AI°D LT = ®av9Y : AGLTN. « AI° A A
L@ % OGLA « Hwo-m : N9°0 = AT : 25TV : AGPe-h =

fols 111r—119v: Praises of Mary (@50, : "1C.£9°); cf. Fries 1892

Incipit: @-40Y : ARTHATY : “ICEI° : @A = A9°AN : HLTH0 ¢
NoAt : AL 1 &PL 2 A%M.A ¢ £90H = AASI° ¢ “1H-7 : ®FN-H = A ¢
@21 : 710 « 0t « o046 =

fols 119v=123v: Gate of Light (W¥ P& : NCT'7)

Incipit: @40, : @158 ¢ Aav- : ARLTE : PLNE 2 @000 ¢ Nlh
T 1 -CHF : DNCT £ OAONT : A7PA « NCTT : “10CT = WO ¢
@O7)1LL + oAt PLOT : P5-AT 1

Varia: (1) beginning of a hymn to Mary, Chaine 1913, 351, no. 388, fol. 1r; (2)
hymn to Mary, Chalne 1913, 351, no. 388, fols 1v—2v; (3) indication of reading
for Sunday, fol. 3r; (4) indication of reading for Thursday, fol. 55r; (5) indica-
tion of reading for Friday, fol. 75r; (6) statement that the Father descended
from heaven, fol. 120r; (7) partial and effaced notes and scribbles, fols 123v—
124v.

Copied by Hibtd Yohinnos (U1t ¢ ¢chZ0), fol. 123v.
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Provenance: (1) name of Ethiopian owner erased, fol. 123v; (2) acquired by
Harald Juell in Ethiopia between 1929 and 1932; (3) exhibited in 1933 at the
Etnografisk museum in Oslo; (4) donated by Harald Juell to the Etnografisk
museum in spring 1935 (cf. note in pen inside front cover) and accessioned as
no. 36248.

9
UEM38142

Parchment, 16.1 x 16.2 x 5.4 cm, fols 161, 1% (fol. 2) + 2-13" (fol. 122) + 14"
(fol. 134) + 15-16"° (fol. 154) + 177 (fol. 161), 1-2 cols, 17-21 lines, wooden
boards covered with stamped leather, late eighteenth/early nineteenth century.

fols 3r—161r: Psalter (®-T)
fols 3r—128v: 151 Psalms; cf. Ludolf 1701

Incipit: T1& : AlFA- ¢ OANTT 25 2 9°°NC = Ghé : HAL P77 : OH
DPRT ¢ avav-C : HSPA = Y0 2 Q-2 = N0 : NAN : HA. bl 1 N9°
ot N7 i OHA Bav : @01 : &G ¢« DPAT

fols 129r—141v: fifteen biblical canticles

Incipit: @AY : 10T : @Ak : Agv-(, = B ¢ TOA A 2 AR A ch
C: Ofkch : HTONA = 44O 2 @aPOTH0T : LD = @O : OhC = 49
h ! @AOAD-/, : Yy, 1 AALITT? & O-Ak ¢ AI°ANS ¢ AMlh = A9
ANl £ AP : OAAOA- =

fols 141v—148r: Song of Songs (2PAP : av5AL); cf. Gleave 1951

Incipit: @PIAP ¢ aINS : HNO-A-k ¢ HAA=T"F ¢ 8LNOaPY, : (V001 :
AdU- = RS9° : APOTN, ¢ A9°0L7T = @av9y : P&l TN, + A9°I0- 1 A
L~ = OGLF  HHA@-m : (9°h = OORT TN : LTVA : AGPé-h =

fols 148r—157r: Praises of Mary (@50, ¢ ™1C.£9°); cf. Fries 1892

Incipit: @507 : ARMHATY ¢ “ICLI° : @ASA : A9°AN : WL -
N0At : AL : &L« A%M.A « L9100 : AASI® ¢ ‘1Y : @F0-H = AN ¢
@LMNA : 50 : HH0F « o004 1 AAA. 2 AY £ PO -

fols 157v—161r: Gate of Light (W¥ P& : NCT7)

Incipit: @40, ¢ @78 ¢ HATHATY ¢ “ICLP° ¢ 0AST : A9°An : P&
Nt : @ N6 : N NhT : O0-CHT £ WNCT : OAOINT : A7PA : NCY
7 1 97 : WEOT 1 @7)1LL ¢ ADT : PO PGAT =
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Varia: (1) scribbles, fol. 1v; (2) opening words of the Psalms, perhaps as a pen
trial, fol. 2r; (3) crude drawing of a figure riding a horse, fol. 2r.
Blank: fols 1r, 2v, 161v.

Provenance: (1) Gabra Madhon (7114 ¢ av£:97%), fol. 1v, Gibra Maryam (7101
ML), fol. 161r, plus effaced ownership note, fol. 148r (the order of
Ethiopian owners cannot be established); (2) E. Saasen, until July 1938; (3)
purchased for the Etnografisk museum in July 1938 from E. Saasen and acces-
sioned as no. 38142; it was claimed that the codex was brought to Norway by
Minister Thams according to internal museum records.

10
No. nr.

Parchment, 11 x 8.1 x 2 cm, fols 32, 12 (fol. 2) + 2'° (fol. 12) + 3* (fol. 20) + 4"
(fol. 30) + 5° (fol. 32), 1 col., 12-13 lines, hard leather covers, late nine-
teenth/early twentieth century.

fols 3r-23r: Prayer of Mary ar Golgotha (% : AN13); cf. Grébaut 1935

Incipit: Q@ = A0 [...] 0L ¢ A=t 2 HATHATT £ “1CL9° ¢ hav- 1 AN
CT7 [...] AT : HAAST £ O : Aav : RoBA®OCH £ (% : 180 AT
g ok

Varia: (1) a couple of words in pencil, fol. 23v; (2) poorly legible note in pencil
mentioning Gibrid Maryam, perhaps pertaining to the ownership of the manu-
script, fol. 28v.

Copied by Gibra Hoywit (714  in&@-1), fol. 23r.

Water stained, in places heavily, throughout.
Blank: fols 1r-2v, 24r-28r, 29r-32v.

Provenance: (1) the first half of the name of the owner is given as Gibri
(114), but the remainder is effaced on fol. 22v and lacks on fol. 23r; (2) ac-
quired by the Etnografisk museum at an unknown date.
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Summary
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predominantly acquired in the mid-1930s. Included among them are an illuminated
fifteenth-century psalter (UEM36096) and a late-fifteenth/early-sixteenth-century hagio-
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